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INTRODUCTION

Background

This report has been prepared by Donald Insalloéiases on behalf of Wirral
Metropolitan Borough Council. Its purpose is toviad on the creation of a
Conservation Area, which would protect and enhathee character of the area
around Meols Drive and the Royal Liverpool Golf Elult has been a concern that
development pressures are threatening and erotiegaésthetic and historical
gualities of the area. The designation of a Comdiem Area would provide the
Local Planning Authority with additional powers pootect and enhance the areas
special characteristics. The preservation of alitguanvironment would also
support Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council’'s toem and leisure objectives,
particularly in light of the Open Golf Championshipming to the golf course in
2006.

&
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St Andrews Church

Scope and Structure

The scope of this Conservation Area Appraisalased on the guidance published
by English Heritage and is presented under thevatig section headings:

Location of Study Area.
Historical Development.
Character Zones.
Townscape and Key building.
Architecture and Materials.
Landscape and Vistas.

Negative Factors and Opportunities for Enharesd
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Recommended Conservation Areas Boundary.

The Appraisal is supported by the following Appeed:
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A. Historical Plans and Building Age Survey.

B. Building Evaluation Survey.

LOCATION

Location Context (See Plan No. 1)

The study area is located within the north wesneprof the Wirral Peninsula
between the two urban centres of Hoylake and WiblyK Both are old settlements
which grew as commuter towns during the latef 48d early 28 century, serving
the commercial centres of Liverpool and Birkenheadoylake is situated on the
North Wirral coast facing the Irish Sea and WesbKicentre lies some 1.5 miles to
the South with a promenade frontage overlookingDlbe estuary to the west. The
area studied lies between these two town centreb @mtains two major
components: Meols Drive and adjacent residentiatisp and the Royal Liverpool
Golf Course.

West Kirby Grammar School for Girls

Study Area Boundary (See Plan No. 2)

The study area is approximately triangular in ghapo the north it is bounded by
Stanley Road which leads from Hoylake Town Centestwards towards Red
Rocks point where the coastline turns from westdxth facing. The eastern part of
Stanley Road is part of the present Kings Gap Qeaten Area for which a
conservation area appraisal has been previouslpapd by Wirral Borough
Council. To the west of the study area, the GafiGe is bounded by the coastline
of the Dee Estuary and to the east the residearta is bounded by the railway line
which leads to Birkenhead and Liverpool. The arsasgthern limit is Lingdale
Road which is off the West Kirby end of Meols Drivét should be noted that the
area that has been studied is slightly more extertean the area recommended for
Conservation Areas Status.
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HSTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Early History

Before about 1700 the area now known as Hoylake principally used as an
embarkation point and according to history, Williimboarded his ship from there
to Ireland, travelling down the road now known amdé Gap. From the 18

century its use as an anchorage began to declithe &iver Dee became difficult to

navigate and Liverpool grew and prospered.

A ‘Resort’

Hoylake’s second fame came as a health resort gitinea time when the medical
profession began to advise of the health bendfigga bathing. In 1792, land owner
Sir John Stanley built the Royal Hotel to accomntedhese visitors. The area’s
recreational use was furthered by the laying owt tdce-course which existed from
1840 — 1876. This was located on open land southeopresent location of Stanley
Road. Towards the end of this period the firstogolf course was established,
adjacent to the racecourse. With the ending ofdracing the golf course quickly
expanded with the first Amateur Championship beilayed in 1885.

The Advent of the Railway

Perhaps the greatest event critical to Hoylaketgreugrowth was the passing of an
act in 1863 that brought about the extension adilavay from Birkenhead to the
new terminus in Hoylake. The further extension test\Kirby was opened in 1878.
In 1888 connection was made to the new railway utfdeMersey to Liverpool thus
providing links to one of the countries most impaitports and commercial centres.
These rail links provided the impetus for the ragighansion of both Hoylake and
West Kirby as late Victorian suburbs. Hoylake grewabsorb the two nearby
‘townships’ of Hoose and Little Meols.

West Kirby Residential School

A Late Victorian and Early 20" Century Suburb

Following the advent of the railway the populatafriHoylake and West Kirby grew
from 3,722 in 1881 to 14,009 in 1911. During thé&siod the area gained much of
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its character for which it is now known. Meols Dgjwhich began to be developed
with housing in the 1890s, linked the two townshipsGenerally, the initial
development consisted of large villas backing dhi® Golf Course with slightly
smaller detached, semi-detached or terraced hars¢ke Eastern side of Meols
Drive towards the Hoylake Station. The presentoGiiouse opened in 1894. The
Golf Club is thought to be the second oldest inl&mdj.

To support this growing population and the areasving reputation as a health
resort, public and service buildings were erectetihese include Lees School
(recently demolished), The Children’s Convalesckioime (now a Residential
School), St Andrews Church, the Hoylake Chapel,Titben Hall, shops, banks and
fire station.

Development of Meols Drive in 1894. The existingdhservative Club is on the left of the image.

Houses continued to be built as thd 2@ntury progressed. The area very quickly
became a fashionable suburb, providing the latggéss of housing to wealthy
people, wishing to escape the bustling and pollutdzhn areas of Liverpool and
Birkenhead for a healthier lifestyle. In termsiknfilding style, the late Victorian
villas were characterised by the ‘Cheshire styletimber framing, red brick, and
terracotta frequently used by John Douglas, a premii local architect, who
designed many of Chester's most famous buildingisn Douglas in the capacity of
his firm Douglas and Minshull may have actuallyigaed some of the houses on
Meols Drive as their work can be seen in both Hkg/l&€hapel and St Andrews
Church. During the years between 1900 and 191@ tvas a gradual move towards
designs more inspired by the Arts and Crafts Movam#lany of the houses of this
period are reminiscent of houses seen in the Gafiées and Suburbs of
Letchworth and Hampstead a few years previouslartidilar features of these
houses were inspired by the ideal of returning tethmds of traditional
craftsmanship.



MEOLSDRIVE CONSERVATIONAREA APPRAISAL

3.5

3.6

The Children’s Convalescent Home (now West Kirby Reidential School), in the early years after it wabuilt.

Alongside the houses being built around 1910 WwasNest Kirby Grammar School
for Girls on Graham Road in 1912. Slightly lateame most of the housing on
Eddisbury Road, predominantly built between tfeahd 2* World Wars. These

were characterised by a return to greater symmsitnplified detailing and browner
shades of building materials. The rebuilt Hoyl&tation (c.1938) is, however, of
completely different character and is very conterapofor its period adopting the
style of the ‘modern movement'.

Later 20" Century Developments

Following the 2° World War no large scale development took placthénarea for
some twenty years. The 1970s saw the demolitiothef Royal Hotel and its
replacement with housing. Recent decades havesakso the loss of some of the
large buildings on the west side of Meols Drivetlagir extensive grounds have
become more valuable as higher density housinglalevents.

Although the vast majority of the buildings in theea are now of no more than
about 100 years old, they are of generally of amrsible quality and the area
presents an important example of a wealth lateoviieh and Edwardian suburb.

The Royal Liverpool Golf Course

The Royal Liverpool Golf Club is the second oldesEngland (coming after the
Royal North Devon, which is just a few years itgieg) and has maintained its royal
links since 1871. The Duke of York is currenthetipatron. The club was
instrumental in establishing the game of golf igland and for many years shared
equal status with St Andrews. The course is intaynally revered amongst golfers
and attracts visitors from all over the world. TReyal Liverpool Golf Club
remains one of the finest and most prestigioutencountry. It has achieved world
status by hosting, throughout its long history, @@en Championship 10 times and
the Amateur Championship 18 times. The courseéstd bring the public spotlight
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back to the Wirral in 2006 when the club will agamost the British Open
Championship.

The course is particularly interesting in thah#s retained various features from
both the natural landscape and the previous usdbleofand. A continuous low

mound around the practice ground, marks the locadfopart of the old race track

and many of the holes in the southern end on theseautilise the form of the sand
dunes.

(HARACTER ZONES

Overview

The area comprises the following character zof&ee Plan No. 3)

Zone A: Meols Drive and Subsidiary Residential Roasl

This zone includes the residential properties @olsl drive together with the more
minor residential roads to which it is linked. Wéhiall have a similar general
character, each has particular variations in kahatio plot size, building size,
building line and style. They also exhibit varyidggrees of negative features and
issues.

Meols Drive is the area’s principal thoroughfare. A wide noagl lined with trees
in grass verges. The large residences which clesise the area were constructed
between 1871 and 1909 generally to an ‘arts anitiststyle which is often highly
decorative.

Graham and Eddisbury Road comprise Edwardian housing in an arts and crgli st
Those properties on the west side of Graham Roaafaa scale which match the
size and character of the Meols Drive houses wltigse to the east are smaller.
Between Meols Drive and Eddisbury Road’'s west sideTennis Club.

Lingdale Road has large late Victorian detached houses. Thmgbe North side
back onto the golf course and contribute to itsnolauy setting.

Drumond Road has some pleasant Victorian / Edwardian villas shart terraces
which face out the railway line and Municipal G@burse but they are of varied
scale, and the road has a different character wdMerive.

Zone B: Hoylake ‘Gateway’

This zone forms the entrance to Hoylake town ceaict the roundabout marks the
northern entrance to Meols Drive. It contains ferroivic buildings, dating from
the early 28) century when Hoylake became the administrativereeor the urban
district. Also within this zone are the formerd-iBtation, Railway Station and two
church buildings.
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Zone C: West Kirby Gateway

At the Southern end of Meols Drive and Graham Risad substantial group of
educational and church buildings which form partasfd mark the entrance to, the
West Kirby centre.

Zone D: Stanley Road

Stanley Road runs along the Northern boundary @fGblf Course. Its Eastern end
falls within the Kings Gap Conservation Area. @ $outh side is a substantial
undeveloped section which forms part of the GolfiSe. Further to the West on its
South side is a fine group of ‘arts and crafts’adbed houses. The North side of
Stanley Road has a mixed range of properties ginguages.

Zone E: The Golf Course

This is an historic ‘links’ Golf Course. Along itseaward side, the area is
characterised by hillocks which were former sandesdu The Northern part of the

site, once a race course, is now flat. Typicadlyd ‘links,’ the course offers a wide,

open landscape which has little tree cover, eximegome small coppice areas at its
edges. Of particular significance is the skylirfettee surrounding developments,
where the early buildings retain their varied rtinés and garden trees provide a
charming backdrop to the course. The newer dewsops are more dominating

and have less visual interest.

TOWNSCAPE ANDKEY BUILDINGS

Meols Drive Zone

On the west side of the road, the properties aravell back within their spacious
building plots, the buildings being closer to thelfgcourse at their rear than to
Meols Drive. The house frontages are often obscén@m the road by trees and
shrubberies in the long front gardens. The hoosethe East side of Meols Drive
are set further forward within their plot and witkeir front elevations visible from
the road. To the West, the continuity of the restdhl frontage was always
interrupted by the former Lees School on eithere sid which were areas of
underdeveloped land. Parts of this land and othes ®f earlier properties now
demolished have now been developed with flats @&wd mousing which break with
the established pattern. The east side of MeolgeDras not been affected in this
way with the most noticeable interruption to thentiage being the Tennis Courts
but, established during the 1920s, these shouldebarded as part of the areas
historic form.

Despite more recent developments (since the 19%0=))s Drive retains its own

strong character with vistas along the road of stomé and brick garden walls, well
kept hedging and wide variety of trees shrubs moat every garden. The grand
houses have interesting roofscapes with elabot@teneys rising above steeply
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pitched tiled roofs with gables, hip and dormeracli late nineteenth and early
twentieth century building exhibits its own unigdetails, yet, linked by common
design approaches, building lines and boundaryffeat they sit happily with their
neighbours.

The most prominent building on the West side ofoMeDrive is the Royal
Liverpool Golf Club, constructed in 1894. It hasraried roof line and presents
multi-gabled elevations of red brick and rendés. initerior is equally as impressive,
if not more so than its exterior and its panelledms and grand hallway and
staircase are still as originally created.

Imliimunl i |||||\|at ’

|
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79 Meols Drive (left), 85/87 Meols drive (right)

Many of the Meols Drive houses are fine exampletheir age and style. Five in
particular are noteworthy: 4 Meols Drive (162)igaaden cottage that formerly part
of a grand property now demolished. 79 Meols D(82) and 85/87 Meols Drive
(90) are contrasting in style, but are both paldidy good examples of Arts and
Crafts architecture, 79 using the skills of pamygfior its first floor panels and 85/87
as a vernacular building with details borrowed frinaditional Cheshire design.
Numbers 51 and 53 (41/42) are both fine chaleedtgluses characterised by their
highly decorative timber balconies.

Hoylake Gateway Zone

The former civic buildings present a prominent gy group at the north end of
Meols Drive at the roundabout junction with Kingsafs The curved corner
buildings are in red pressed brick with decorafiemcé work over the principle
entrance. Two stories in height with tall firsbdk window gables and brick
pilasters, they are built to a Jacobean style.eCthildings including the fire station
in the group are not identical but have stylistid anaterial similarities.

Opposite the former Civic buildings is Hoylake @abwhich stands prominently on
the corner of Station Road and Meols Drive. Thistarg church was built in 1906
to a design by Douglas and Minshull. The buildives originally topped by a spire,
however this was destroyed in the war and not cepla

10
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The first building on the south side up Kings Gaphe Christian Science Church.
Constructed some 30 years ago, this is one ‘modiiitding in the area which has
not sought to integrate by adopting local ‘histodietailing’. It is a competent
building of its period and perhaps because of thikl]s more to the architectural
interest and quality of the area than some otheemexent buildings.

West Kirby Gateway

As Meols Drive and Graham Road approach West Kithg, residential property
begins to merge with buildings related more tottvens’ centre. West Kirby Girls
School on Graham Road is solid institutional buitddating from 1912. Styled in a
Jacobean mould, it is in dark brickwork with re@gsed brick and faiance details to
windows and buttress below a roofline relieved lyniers, pediment, castellated
tower and roof turret.

At the nearby junction with Meols Drive, the Wdsirby Residential School,
(formerly a Children’s Convalescent Home), agaiinised pressed brick and 17
century in style. St Andrews Church stands atetimeance to Meols Drive. A late
Victorian gothic building with steep pitched slateof and spire, it forms a major
landmark. It was begun in 1889 and completed ir©190he work was carried out
over two phases, the first designed by Douglas Fordlham and the second by
Douglas and Minshull. The church is constructemnfred Cheshire sandstone with
a slate roof.

Stanley Road

Stanley Road lacks some of the grandeur of MeoigeCbut has its own distinct
character. Heading towards the sea the left hialedgsiickly opens up to reveal the
golf course. The north side has a mixed rangeudling quality, types and ages.
Further towards the seaward end of the road omsdhéh side is fine group of well
preserved early 30century housing forming an attractive skylinetie golf course.
Proceeding down the road towards the sea onedimglise awaits; a splendid Arts
and Crafts house called Red Rocks, now used assingthome, but very much
retaining its original character.

11
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ARCHITECTURE ANDMATERIALS

Typical features

The residential properties that make up the grepaer of the Meols Drive and
Stanley Road Zones span a period of approximatelyeérs from the 1890s to the
1930s. During that time architectural expressiorvesofrom late ‘Victorian Tudor’
to the closely related an ‘arts and craft styleBuilding detailing is generally
characterised by the following features:

The high quality and variety of materials, typigated brick, timber framing,
pebbledashing, stone dressings, small clay roek,tiwelsh slates, timbre
windows and leaded windows

The high quality of detailing and craftsmanship.

The variety of design between houses. Building#eols Drive are generally
individual and houses on the subsidiary roads ameelly at least always
variants on a theme.

The high level of detail, whilst unusually avoidiegcessive ornamentation.
The later houses built in the 1930s, although neioipler in style, still have
strong details such as the arched door openings.

Consistency of size and massing within a streetene@lly neighbouring
houses are of a similar height and floor area.

Generous gardens well planted with trees and shriesy few houses have
sacrificed their gardens for car parking. Most desiare at least partially
screened on all sides by trees and hedging.

Original walls to perimeter. Generally of sandstda western side of Meols
Drive and red brick to the east. Most have origgeeposts and timber gates
also remaining.

Interesting roofscape. The skyline of the areaharacterised by the steeply
pitched roofs frequently punctuated with hips, gabldormers, turrets and
highly decorative chimneys.

House on Stanley Road

12
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= The most prominent public buildings within the Haké and West Kirby
gateway zones are characterised by the use ofresdqu brick and detailing
evoking stylistic features of the early™l@entury ‘Jacobean period'.

~ ROTHLEY

No. 53 Meols Drive

LANDSCAPE ANDVISTAS

A Strategic Landscape

In addition to its localised architectural chaeacthe area has strategic importance
and qualities in relation to the wider landscape taavnscape of north west Wirral.

Topographically it forms the north west corneths Wirral Peninsular. Red Rocks,
at the west end of Stanley Road, is the point atlwtihe Wirral's western shoreline

turns from the Dee estuary through ninety degredsde the Irish Sea. The 270
degree views from this point take in the west aodimWirral shorelines and extend
along the North Wales and Lancashire coasts. T#lE @urse, dunes, and sands
across to Hilbre Island provide a landscape anscsge of defining significance to

Wirral and are important within the context of therth West'’s Irish Sea coastline.

Wirral has not evolved through the outward sprefaal single urban settlement. The
peninsula’s urban areas have grown in th& aad 28 centuries with separate
identities. The distinction and separation betwiese ‘townships’ is crucial to the
special urban and landscape character of Wirrad.‘Study area’ fulfils a key role in

this respect, as together, the golf course andsplaeious layout of the tree lined

13
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Meols Drive provide a zone of separation betweenutban centres of Hoylake and
West Kirby.

Red Rocks

The Golf Course

The views looking inland from the golf course defined by The prominent club
house building and the surrounding rears of thesbewn Meols Drive, Stanley
Road and the Kings Gap with their tall ornamenthonaeys, pitched roofs and
densely planted gardens. In places it is also plestd see beyond this first line of
buildings to the spires of the areas churches an@range Hall in the distance.
Many of these vistas are still much as they wherié early 28 century and retain
the original setting to the golf course. Particiyl@vocative is the scale and massing
of the individual houses Stanley and Lingdale Roaith their pitched roofs of
varying heights and chimneys of which are highkghtn silhouette. However, at
the southern end of the course more recent developmof flats and houses
commenced in the 1960s have intruded and eroddudtwic character.

From the low dunes which bound then western bayndathe course are views
across the sands of the Dee estuary towards Halaeds and the Welsh Hills and
coastline.

The overall feel of the space is of a low lyingtflandscape of wide horizons. This
give skylines a particular significance. It is tiyhti Turner possibly came to the area
to paint the particularly spectacular sunsets nfianoseen across the golf course
from the clubhouse.

14
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View from Course towards Pinfold Lane housing.

NEGATIVE FACTORS ANDOPPORTUNITIES FOR
ENHANCEMENT

Overview

There are a number of issues common to the regtlennes of the study area.
These are outlined in general in terms under theviong headings:

Pressure to replace existing housing and developanta plots with new
developments high densities.

Quality of late 28 century developments
Alteration to historic detailing and materials
Unsympathetic extensions to historic properties

Erosion of historic setting of golf course

Pressure to replace existing housing and devplovacant plots with new
developments high densities.

The effect of the dramatic increase in propertyealin recent years has created a
situation whereby the value of a single house tamge plot is significantly less than
the value of the plot with planning approval foresidential development at higher
density. This effect was reinforced by governmdanhfing Guidance (PPG3) which
advised Local Authorities to increase residentegities for new development. A
significant proportion of the older properties be twest side of Meols Drive are on

15
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plots which individually or combined could accomratel blocks of apartments.
Their value is further enhanced by the golf coursttook from which they benefit.

The loss of older buildings and the constructionnefv developments at higher
densities would further erode the historic charabiath of Meols Drive and the

setting of the golf course. The robustness of vergent Regional Planning
Guidance, which urges the restriction of new dgwelent in West Wirral, to resist
these development pressures and the extent to whéchuidance will benefit the
preservation of the area’s character remains tedied.

=
—

fq 08

The new Leas Park housing development

If demolition and new building to higher densitigsere to continue unchecked, the
long term effect would be to loose the historiccipas character of Meols Drive.
Also, eroded would be the separation that Meolsyédurrently provides between
the urban areas of West Kirby and Hoylake.

Quality of late 2d" century developments

New residential developments that have been caretiwwithin the study area post
the 1960s cannot generally be seen to have presamweenhanced its historic

character. This is particularly evident on the wadée of Meols Drive. Many of the

large single houses fill much of the width of thgiots but are relatively narrow in

depth. They are typically hidden from the road beget to the rear of the plot

behind long verdant front gardens. Almost inevitahew flat development results

in rooflines which have less interest, greaterding volume and mass than single
dwellings and the loss of frontage lawns and tteeparking and garaging, thus
further eroding the area’s character.

The recent development of individual houses on pfathe site of the former Lees
school has produced buildings that exhibit highliguaf materials and detailing

derived from characteristic styles but the densitythe layout and the open plan
front gardens produces a significantly differenteef to the spacious early 20

century form.

16
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Unsympathetic extensions to historic properties

Unsympathetic new extensions to historic propedigsot generally stand out as a
major issue or threat area to the area charadtiee. older buildings are of a design
scale and robustness that can absorb minor chamfeutv significant loss of
character. Particular exceptions are extensiortsvofstories which have not been
designed in keeping or with reference the origieEaxmples of such do exist on the
west side of Meols Drive. Having effectively twolphg faces, the road and the golf
course, any ill considered extension in this aregparticularly noticeable.

Alteration to historic detailing and materials

The maintenance of the original materials are r@fagimportance to the area’s
historic buildings. There are many examples wheesd have been changed to the
detriment of the individual house design and ultehato the character of the area.
Clay ‘heather’ coloured roof tiles have been repthdy concrete tiles, original
windows by UPVC double glazing. The list is exte@asiWhile the area generally
retains sufficient properties which are relativeigaltered for a strong authentic
character to still exist, this will be an issueamincern for the future. The future
preservation of the architectural character of boéddings that give the area its
particular distinctiveness is in the hands of idliial owners. Awareness and
understanding are obviously a key issues in thuigeet.

Erosion and enhancement of the historic settingf golf course

The post 1960/70 developments surrounding the golfrse have led to some
erosion of its historic character. Particular bkwok flats are unduly prominent when
viewed from the links and the roof lines of newl8ings lack the interest of the old.
The impact of these buildings could be mitigated ggrimeter tree planting in
strategic locations.

The boundary fences of houses backing onto theagaifse have an impact on its
immediate setting. This is variable in appearancé there is much scope for
enhancement. Where concrete posts have been wesadténd to stand out and are
obtrusive. Here again planting along the perimetahe golf course could improve
its appearance.

17
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RECOMMENDED CONSERVATIONAREA BOUNDARY

Summary justification

Although residential areas dating from the lat& a8d early 20 centuries are not
uncommon within Wirral, Meols Drive is special basa of its particular
architectural quality and its spacious tree linbdracter. It provides fine examples
of wealthy late Victorian and Edwardian suburbamdiog. It is also of wider
significance in that it provides an element of saflan between the two centres of
West Kirby and Hoylake. At either end of Meols Briare ‘gateways’ to the two
urban areas within which are located communitydngs and churches of some
distinction.

The Royal Liverpool Golf Course is significant fitg landscape contribution to the
north west corner of the Wirral peninsula and beeaof its historical associations
with the early development and organisation ofghme of golf. These associations
are given expression in the grand and remarkalwdiirhistoric club house and also
in the layout of the links course which also emksdeatures from earlier land uses.

Meols Drive and the golf course are linked bothdrisally and physically. The one
constructed to take advantage both of the othertlmdurrounding landscape and
seascape. The golf course and the surroundingrigposr Meols Drive, Stanley
Road and Lingdale Roads provide the setting foretheh other and are mutually
dependent.

The loss of historic properties which contributéher to the character of Meols
Drive or to the setting of the golf course wouldde the area’s historic significance
and townscape value. Conservation Area status wonadide the Local Planning
Authority with powers to control such demolition darpromote the area’s
preservation and enhancement.

The proposed boundary

The recommended boundary is indicated on Plan Ndv&ols Drive and the golf

course form the core of the area. The south sid&tarfley Road and the North Side
of Lingdale Road are included because they corttrildirectly to the setting of the

golf course. Grahame Road is included as it previtte setting of the community
and church buildings within the West Kirby ‘gatewagne’. The Hoylake ‘gateway

zone is bounded by Albert Road the, rear of progeon Station Road, Market
Street and Hoylake Station.

18



