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PREFACE

Background to the Study

This report has been prepared by Donald Insall diases Ltd on behalf of Wirral
Council. Its purpose is to clarify the designatairthe Conservation Area, which will
protect and enhance the character of the historeeaf Bromborough Pool.

Scope and Structure of the Study

The scope of this Conservation Area Appraisal amhd@ement Plan is based on the
guidelines published by English Heritage (‘GuidanoeConservation Area Appraisals’
and ‘Guidance on the Management of Conservatioma#réoth dated February 2006)
and represents a factual and objective analysisacéordance with the guidelines, the
following framework has been used as the basithfsranalysis:-

= Location and population

= Origins and development of the settlement

= Prevailing or former uses and their influence canplorm or building
type

= Archaeological significance

= Architectural and historic qualities of buildings

= Contribution made by key unlisted buildings

= Character and relationship of spaces

= Prevalent and traditional building materials

= Local details

= Contribution made by green spaces, trees, hedges, e

= Setting of the Conservation Area and its relatignsivith the
surrounding landscape

= Extent of loss, intrusion or damage

= Existence of any neutral areas

The document has been structured to encompassaieeseof study and concludes with
recommendations for the Conservation Area boundemy other matters such as
provision of Article 4 Directions.

Existing Designations, Legal Framework for Conservaon Areas and the Powers
of the Local Authority

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authostleave been empowered to designate
as Conservation Areas those areas within theiriatstvhich were considered 'special'.
The subsequent Planning (Listed Buildings and Quasien Areas) Act of 1990
consolidated those powers and defined ConservAtiess as:-

"areas of special architectural or historic intetebe character or appearance
of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance".
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Such areas are diverse. They may be large or;smsililential or commercial; civic or
industrial; old or relatively modern. They may negent social ideals or civic pride.
They may be specifically designed or speculatiytyduced; modest or grand. They
may contain Listed Buildings of architectural ostbric interest or may simply have
local historic association.  However, common to ulill be an identifiable
environmental quality which should be protectedarnfransympathetic redevelopment or
alteration.

Wirral Council has declared 25 Conservation Aréasughout the Borough reflecting
the variety of building styles and environmentsibkitéd within its borders.

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings anohs§ervation Areas) Act 1990 is
clarified by national Planning Policy Guidance (RBJ Planning and the Historic
Environment and is supported by more recent Repklaaning Guidance for the North
West (RPG13), which identifies as a key objectie theed to ensure active
management of the regions environmental and clukgesets.

The principles of these documents are further stp@oby Wirral Council’s local
Heritage Conservation policies contained withirUitstary Development Plan.

This legislation and policy framework enables théharity to exercise greater control
over development within Conservation Areas and, revieppropriate, this may be
supplemented by the use of 'Article 4 Directiomsrémove permitted development
rights. In this way, minor changes, such as windeplacement or loft conversions,
which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be cul®d.

National policy stipulates that local authorities/é a duty to review, from time to time,

their regions to ensure that places of specialiteathiral or historic interest are being

protected. The boundaries of existing Conservaticeas may be revised, new areas
may be designated and those areas which have bededeto the extent that their

special character has been lost may be de-designate

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservatidreas to remain 'live' and

responsive to a changing society, changes must vatidoccur, it nevertheless

undertakes to ensure that all changes make avgositntribution to the character and
appearance of its Conservation Areas and do nait resany serious loss of character or
features.

Planning legislation supports the authority in thig increasing its control over
development. It does this in the following ways:

= Buildings and structures may not be demolishedawittiormal consent
from the Council (Conservation Area Consent).

= Trees are protected and all work to them requimssent from the
Council.

= New development is expected to reflect the quabtydesign and
construction of the surrounding area and should emak positive
contribution to the area's character.
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= Local planning authorities may, if necessary, d€gerceven greater
control by removing the basic permitted developmeights of
householders.

= Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildireged Conservation
Areas) Act 1990, the Council has a legal obligattonensure that
"special attention shall be paid to the desirabibf preserving or
enhancing the character or appearance” of the winea formulating
decisions on planning applications.

The first step to protecting the inherent qualitésa Conservation Area is having a

thorough understanding of its character and PlgnRiolicy Guidance PPG15 advises

that "the definition of an area's special intestsiuld derive from an assessment of the
elements that contribute to (and detract from) it".

This should then underpin local policies for theaar protection. Such a definition
requires a thorough appraisal of the area to asisesontribution of each element (e.g.
buildings, boundaries, trees, surfaces, etc.)éoatieas overall character. PPG15 notes
that "the more clearly the special architectural hestoric interest that justifies
designation is defined and recorded; the soundeb&ithe basis for local plan policies
and development control decisions".

Whilst an appraisal aims to identify the essengi@ments which give an area its
character, it is not intended as a detailed evaluadf each building and feature.
Therefore any buildings, features and details nifijhave importance even though not
specifically referred to in the document and anyssions do not indicate lack of merit
or interest.
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LOCATION
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

Bromborough Pool Village is located on thstea side of the Wirral
Peninsular, close to the banks of the River Merskyis nestled within a
primarily industrial area and is immediately adj#céo the Unichema
chemical works. It is near to the residential ared Bromborough,
Bebington, Port Sunlight and New Ferry and apprataty 3 miles south-
east of the town of Birkenhead.

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The area is almost flat, sloping slightly dawwards the Mersey. It is about
10m above sea level. The geological conditionstlameght to be bunter
pebble beds.

GENERAL USAGE

There are just under 100 dwellings within ¢haservation area, of which
most are part of semi-detached or terraced gromis,a small number of

apartments within larger converted buildings. mba-domestic buildings in
Bromborough Pool include a church, primary schabtigge hall, cricket and

bowling pavilions, garden centre and social club.

CONSERVATION AREA BOUNDARY AND STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS

The conservation area boundary follows aldagk Road South around the
north-eastern and south-eastern sides of the aittaa small area excluded
around a modern building on its corner. It theteeas along Old Court

House Road and over Pool Lane to include a smedl af trees that forms

part of a scheduled monument. It then continueth+reastwards along Pool
Lane, skirting around an area now used for indalgtarposes to once again
meet with Dock Road South.

There are 16 grade Il listed buildings orugso of buildings within the
conservation area. These designations includef dle remaining houses
built during or before the 1870s and a number efgtincipal 18 century
public buildings such as the church, school aridgal hall.

There is a scheduled monument site on théhsast corner of the
conservation area designated to protect the arldtpeal remains of the old
Court House.
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2.0 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
2.1 EARLY HISTORY AND ORIGINS OF SURROUNDING AREA

211 The manor of Bromborough is thought to bgreat antiquity. Although it
is not mentioned directly in the Domesday Surteg,settlement was likely
to have been listed as part of Eastham with thecbhand manor house held
by Earl Hugh.

2.1.2 It is though that the manor house referredt tihat time may have been on
the site the later Court House, on the edge ottineent conservation area.
The Court House is understood to have been a moavedstic house and
grange, described by Harold Edgar Young in his 1808k entitled ‘A
Perambulation of the Hundred of Wirral’ as haviregeb built around the
year 1680 by the Hardwares, a celebrated Chestdyfa

2.1.3 The house and surrounding land and wates mére purchased in around
1770 by James Mainwaring and this area, togethén wiuch of the
township remained in his family’s ownership urtiétld" century.

The Court House photographed in Young's book 09190

2.2 19H CENTURY DEVELOPMENT

2.2.1 In the early decades of thd"x@ntury, Wirral's population began to grow as
the Mersey became one of the world’s busiest hurs niercantile
transportation. A new turnpike road was built bedw 1839 and 1840 for
the increased traffic between Chester and Birkeshifireen Tranmere Ferry
to Bromborough Village. This was a costly exer@sdhe road had to span
over the Bromborough Pool river inlet and it hadaamacadam surface,
which was expensive and relatively unusual attthead.
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2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

The new road, together with the Chester tkeBhead Railway, which had
opened in 1838, bought new development impetuthi®area of the Wirral,
which was at that time dominated by scarcely pdpdlanarshland.

In 1853, construction began on a factory ranborough Pool. The new
works were created by Price’s Patent Candle Compdfryces had been
making candles in London since 1830 and were alradabusehold name.
Their original factory in Battersea had 700 empésyat that time. The site
was chosen due to its proximity to Liverpool, thgbuwhich one of the
critical materials in the candle making processhat time, palm oil, was
imported.

Many of the key workers from the Battersearkaowere brought to
Bromborough and used to train the local workfordes the new site was
some distance away from existing residential argagjas necessary to
construct new housing for the workers. The fa¢soopvners, the Wilson
brothers, already had a good reputation for theatiyand attitude they had
towards their workers and this was further displaye the layout and
management of the Bromborough Pool site.

A 19" century aerial image of the Bromborough Pool worBsomborough Pool Village is
to be seen on the right hand side.

Although simple in character architecturalhe housing in Bromborough
Pool was constructed with the wellbeing of the periis in mind. Terraces
had four houses each and were spaced out to alkma tGght into the

buildings and provide areas for gardens. Unusdailyvorkers’ housing of
that time, each house had running water and wasected to a drainage
system with internal water closets.
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2.2.6 The Wilsons were a deeply religious familg avere keen to attend to the
spiritual and educational needs of the workersvi&es were arranged every
morning in the factory and schooling was providedhie evenings. Cricket
matches and outings were laid on in the summer monfollowing the
abolition of the slave trade at the beginning of #entury, there was
increasing disquiet for conditions in which manyldien worked. The
Wilsons shared the concerns of the campaignerthoédgh boys were still
employed, their working conditions at Bromborougarevwidely praised.
Court House Farm was used as a hostel for boysgitive early years of the
factory.

Historical photograph, looking towards the crickgtound along York Street. The two

buildings in the foreground on the right and aléthuildings on the left have subsequently
been demolished. The first building on the righswnderstood to have been the village
shop for a while.

2.2.7 The first housing had been constructed immBxaough Pool in 1854. The
first 32 houses appeared on York Street and 16dyr2 years later, on
Manor Place in 1856. By 1858 there were 76 housetjding 4 large
manager’s houses on The Green. A second phaseongdeted between
1872 and 1878 of 27 houses on Manor Place befitnedaand final phase in
1896-1901.

2.2.8 The first purpose-built school was constaicte 1858. This was later to
become the village hall when the current schoolding was built in the
1890s. Prior to 1858, school lessons had takese ptaone of the houses,
number 5 York Street.

2.2.9 Together with the physical measures putanegto benefit the welfare of the
factory workers, ground-breaking pension, proféwsig and saving
schemes were initiated. Price’s contributed to leyges’ pension schemes
provided that they ‘exercised thrift’.

2.2.10 Despite the comparatively good living caodsg of workers and village
residents, there were 20 deaths reported in Bramolgbr Pool in 1877.
Many of these were apparently caused by diphthe&ktahat time Liverpool
Corporation had been dumping waste nearby, poss#lging the bacteria
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2.2.11

2.3

23.1

2.3.2

2.3.3

2.3.4

to spread. When this practice was stopped anses Fespital built in the
village, the rate of mortality quickly fell.

It is somewhat surprising that a church maasuilt in the village until 1890,
although services had been laid on throughoutdhg period of the village.
St Matthew’'s Church was non-denominational and tcoced from
sandstone quarried from a site off South View.

20" AND 21°" CENTURY CHANGES

A new hospital and nurses home was opené808 (the building is now
used as the social club). The original hospitiatha far end of the cricket
pitch, was demolished in 1919.

By 1908 90% of candles were being made upm@ffin wax. This
increased the volume that could be produced ant dasgts low. At this
time Prices were the world’'s leading manufactuferamdles, however, the
use of gas and electricity for lighting was becagimcreasingly popular and
the market ever-more competitive.

In 1919 the company was taken over by LevethBrs, who owned the
nearby works at Port Sunlight. By 1938 Price’RtCandle Company was
split up following further complicated changes t® ownership. Candles
continued to be made in London, but the Brombordeigimt focused solely
on the manufacture of substances that had preyidaetn made as bi-
products of the candle industry. The factory hasesremained in the same
ownership and producing specialist fats and gigiesr used in the
manufacture of cosmetics, polishes, soaps, detsigece-cream and
confectionary.

No further residential buildings were consied within the village boundary
after 1901, although improvements were made texming houses, with,
for instance, electricity provided in homes fronoward 1937 onwards.
Being within an industrial area, the village at Bilmrough Pool sustained
considerable damage during the Second World Wesm Rround this time
the level of maintenance and repair on the housesedsed and by the last
decades of the #century many were in a very poor condition. Taetdry,
however, continued to physically expand and reagvelnd by this time
virtually all that was left of the original buildinwas the tall campanile. The
expansion of the factory together with the poordioon of many of the
houses was eventually to result in the demolitibra@und 1/3 of the
village’s buildings. However, the loss of thisgarextent of building fabric
seemed to instigate a move to protect the remaibunlglings and raise
awareness of the village’'s significance. The earhiouses and public
buildings, together with the church were all listedl986 shortly after the
village was declared a conservation area in 19841989 the village came
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2.35

2.4

24.1

2.4.2

2.5

24.1

under the ownership and care of Riverside Housingp undertook
extensive repair and improvement schemes.

There were also a number of changes to ttiagsef the village and its

infrastructure in the second half of théhmantury. During this period, the
Court House complex was lost. The lodge was detmadi in 1961-2 to

allow for road ‘improvements’, although the tolltgs had been dismantled
in the Second World War. Pool Lane has in thaetlmen realigned and
entirely new roads constructed around the conservatea boundary — Old
Court House Road and Dock Road South.

OrHER PHILANTHROPIC DEVELOPMENTS

Bromborough Pool stands in history as ong&efvillages constructed by
wealthy industrialists that revolutionised the wogkand living standards of
their workers. The following is a list of otheitlages in Britain built by
philanthropic factory owners that either may hawdluenced or been
influenced by Bromborough Pool:

= New Lanark - mostly built by Robert Owen betweef.8nd 1825

= Colonel Akroyd’s Copley of 1847-9

= Sir Titus Salt’s Saltaire - started from 1850-1

= Later - the more decorative Port Sunlight (from 2)88nd Bourneville
(from 1895)

Many of the ground breaking elements sedBramborough Pool, such as
the system of allotments, company pension and raksiithemes were seen
and used on a larger scale in the garden citieswanarbs of the late fand
early 20" centuries.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Recent speculation has argued that the neatdgment of Bromborough
was the site of the battle of “Brunanburgh” (appr®®7 AD) attested to in
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. If this were corredhe ttidal inlet at
Bromborough Pool would have been an obvious lantegtion for the
Hiberno-Norse forces that were then to be defeltedhe Anglo-Saxon
army of Aethelstand and Edmund. The nearby sitteDId Courthouse is
ancient, and although the construction of the fgcémd associated hosing
has probably obliterated any archaeological remathe presence of
significant deposits can never be discounted.
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3.0 LANDSCAPE AND VISTAS
3.1 SETTING AND RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SURROUNDING AREA
3.11 Bromborough Pool Village is almost surroundgdnodern industrial units

and their associated infrastructure. It is cutfidin other residential areas
and the busy thoroughfare of the A41 New ChesterdR@s a particularly
large effect, severing it from many facilities. tddugh Bromborough Pool is
within a short distance of the River Mersey and wast in its current
position because of it, today their physical relaship is very weak with
little access or viewing points nearby.

3.2 CHARACTER AND RELATIONSHIP OF SPACES

3.2.1 The terraces of houses are set out in a gmdll There is a relatively small
distance between the front building lines of theides on either side of
Manor Place, although the terraces are staggerddasdhere is a certain
degree of open space in front of the houses, prsynto maximise the
daylight into the buildings. This gap is typicadisound 11-12m,

3.2.2 The gardens are also important and set thesidg apart from other
industrial residential areas. The back gardend @#25m deep and there is a
small area in front of the houses, giving a bufférabout 2m from the
pavement.

3.2.3 The primary public buildings of the churclesh®ol and housing are all
situated within the grid of housing. However, fether buildings such as
the cricket and bowling pavilions, the former masrag houses and the
social club (former hospital) are clearly delibehatpositioned at a distance
from the housing.

3.3 VIEWS AND VISTAS WITHIN THE AREA

3.3.1 The flatness of the surrounding area andnislern industrial character
largely preclude any interesting views into or oftithe conservation area.
The only feature of visual interest immediatelyside the boundary appears
to be the office building with the tall campanilehich is a rare surviving
reminder of the original factory.

3.3.2 All other views and vistas of interest arershange and are better described
at ‘streetscapes’, as they feature a group of img¢d often of an equal
hierarchy. The view down Manor Place, for instamge@émportant although
it des not terminate in an interesting feature.
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3.34

3.4

34.1

3.4.2

The open views across the cricket and footyalinds are a part of the
visual character of the conservation area and geovisual connections
between the former managers’ houses and the phblidings on York
Street, for instance.

el |

The view from The Green, across the cricket fimleards the houses n York treet.

GREEN SPACES AND PLANTING

The green spaces and planting in the villgaportant to its current visual
character, but its most important role is in actasga buffer, often blocking
out the poor quality industrial units and instadlas from view. The area of
trees and shrubs to the western ends of the YodetSand Manor Place is
particularly important to their streetscapes giviag attractive green
‘bookend’ to the vista. This happens to a lesgtare on the eastern side of
the green as although the hedges provide someeayyedhey are not of
sufficient height to block out the factories beyon@ihere are stretches of
single rows of trees planted around the perimeteéhe conservation area
that also visually soften the impact of the indaktstructures. In a similar
respect, the two rows of trees along the modekrbad, running parallel to
South View also helps to lessen the visual effdcthe neighbouring
industry.

The sports grounds have always played anrtargorole in the social as
well as visual significance of the village. Theysion of sporting facilities

for workers was part of the revolutionary concdphe village, with cricket,

football and bowls encouraged to be played to ertndine welfare of the
residents. Although not necessarily used fully tleeir intended sports
today, they remain important for the recreatioresds of local residents.
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3.4.3

3.4.4

3.4.5

4.0
4.1

41.1

L

(Left) the green ‘buffer’ at the eastern ends akYstreet and Manor Place; (right) the view
across the football pitch towards the housing ontB&iew.

The provision of allotments, which were madailable to all residents, was
an important part of the original social concepttled village. Up until
recently these have been well used and have beaittractive feature of the
village, even though the allocated area has shoamsiderably. Recent
proposals have indicated a wish to relocate tio¢nadints as part of a scheme
of new housing.

The quality of planting within privately owsh@ardens is inevitably mixed
although there has been little or no loss to tkee over their history.
Mature shrubs and occasional trees in rear garctamsibute to the setting
of the village. The small front gardens allowlditscope for planting.
Originally each of these would have had a smdihgiand hedge — which
the regulations of the village stipulated shouldépt to 24 inches in height.
Where this gardens have well-kept lawns or aret@thaut with shrubs they
are attractive and contribute to the setting oftthiédings and streetscape as
a whole.

The garden centre to the South of The Gremmains an array of
greenhouses and cultivated plants for sale, whilths &ome horticultural
richness to that part of the conservation area.

TOWNSCAPE AND PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS
GRAIN, SCALE, REPETITION AND DIVERSITY

The houses within Bromborough Pool are albwés of two types. The first
are terraces of mostly 4 houses built between 88841872 (types 1-4); the
second semi-detached houses built between theged896 and 1901 (type
5). Almost all of these variant housing blocks aspeated within the
village. The existing variants (one other typesduto exist on York Street)
can be listed as follows:
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Crickel Ground

O
=
. /
Type 5a
[] Typesb
T 5/ i Py
[ Typese © Crown copyright. All rights reserved (160019%\3)15Iished 2009/)

Type 1— Built 1854
10-16, 18-24, 26-32 York Street

Terraces of 4 houses
Simple, rectilinear form with rear projections.
Handmade brick with slate roof. Brickwork |n
stretcher bond. Sash windows and pointed-
arched door openings. 3 chimneys with 5 /|10
pots.

Type 2— Built 1856
14-20, 22-28, 46-52 Manor Place

Terraces of 4 houses
Slightly projecting end bays with ground flopr
bay windows. Middle houses wider. Handmade
brick with slate roof. Brickwork in Flemish
bond to front. Sash windows and rectilingar
openings to doorways with fanlight over. |3
chimneys each with 4 pots.
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Type 3— Built 1856

17-23, 25-31 Manor Place

Terraces of 4 houses

Similar to type 1, although differe
configuration. Simple, rectilinear form with regr
projections. End houses larger and entered from
the side. First floor shallow floor plan.
Handmade brick with slate roof. Brickwork [n
stretcher bond. Sash windows and pointed-
arched door openings. 2 chimneys each with 8
pots.

—

Type 4— Built 1872

33-37, 39-45, 47-52, 38-44 Manor Place
Terraces of 3/4 houses

Narrower frontages but with deeper floor plan
and rear outriggers. Handmade brick with slate
roof. Header course to ever{) Eourse of bricks
Sash windows and round-arched fanlights gver
doorways. 4 chimneys each with 4 pots.

Type 5a— Built between 1896 &

1901
13/14, 15/16, 17/18, 19/20, 33/34, 35/36,
37/38 South View
54/56, 58/60, 62/64, 66/68, 70/72 Manor
Place
Pairs of semi-detached houses
Red pressed brick with slate roof. Painted
timber barge boards with framing detail and
finial to front pair of gables, linked with central
hopper and downpipe. Roofed ground flgor
porch. One central chimney with 8 pots.
Buildings would have originally have had sash
windows, with the exception of the large ground
floor front window, which was fixed with central
opening casements. T

Type 5b — Built between 1896 &

1901
21/22, 25/26, 27/28, 29/30, 31/32 South
View
Pairs of semi-detached houses
Red pressed brick with slate roof. Painted
timber barge boards with framing detail and
finial to front pair of gables, linked with central
hopper and downpipe. Plan form steps back
twice. Two central chimneys. Buildings would
have originally have had sash windows, with the
exception of the large ground floor fropt
window, which was fixed with central opening
casements. Slightly larger than type 5a.
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Type 5c — Built between 1896 &

1901
23/24 South View

Pair of semi-detached houses
Wider gables than 5a and 5b. Red pressed bri¢k wi
slate roof. Painted timber barge boards with frami
detail and finial to front pair of gables, linkedthv
central hopper and downpipe. Two central chimngys.
Buildings would have originally have had sash
windows, with the exception of the large grounaffg
front window, which was fixed with central opening
casements.

t

4.2 BOUNDARIES AND SURFACES

421 Most road and path surfaces within the coasien area are modern and do
not contribute positively to its character. Roadstarmacced and footpaths
have modern concrete paviours, however, the ofigitene kerbstones
generally remain.

422 Most of the railings within the village, padiarly those to the front gardens,
have been removed, possible at the time of therfdedéorld War. A few
examples still exist of the railing as seen ine¢hdy photographs. Most of
the other railing and fencing in the village aredam and are of a basic
quality of no visual merit. A 19 century wall still exists on Dock Road
South, along the side of the sports grounds. Tikesthe trees, is important
as a visual buffer, but also is likely to be anyear even original boundary
to the village.

The wall on Dock Road South and the fencing arghadllotments which is to the original
or an early design
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5.0 ARCHITECTURE , M ATERIALS AND DETAILS
51 PROMINENT STYLES

5.1.1 The houses within Bromborough Pool are vienply designed and detailed
and therefore cannot be said to be following areyanchitectural style.

5.1.2 The public buildings, however, each haveirdistarchitectural characters.
The school and church are dominated by their stegipthed roofs and
pointed-arched windows. These features, togetlitér their irregular plan
form give them a slightly gothic character. Thiage hall is contrasting in
style. The curved metal roof relates to those iwithe original industrial
units, but the details such as the cornice and-semtular arched windows
has some Italianate characteristics, which woulek Hieen a popular style at
the time of its construction in the 1850s.

The village hall and church

5.2 KNOWN ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS

5.2.1 The first houses in Bromborough Pool werenteply designed by Julian
Hill, a London architect. The church is reportethim the Pevsner guide to
Cheshire as being designed by a Leach of LondooweMer, no further
information has been identified concerning the iggcks of the buildings at
Bromborough Pool.

5.3 MATERIALS

5.3.1 All houses have slate roofs with red/browiokowalls. Handmade brick is
used in the earlier houses with a much hardersedesrick of a brighter and
more even colour used. It is understood that tioisto the original houses
were made from clay taken from near the river. dSame is used for cills
only.

5.3.2 Other materials, outside of the limited paleescribed above, are only used
in the public buildings or those originally buithrfnon-domestic purposes.

Donald Insall Associates Ltd Page 19 of 34



BROMBOROUGHPOOL CONSERVATIONAREA APPRAISAL& MANAGEMENT PLAN

The school and church are constructed using redstare, reportedly
quarried from within the village. Both of theseilBungs have plain clay
tiled roofs although it is possible that at leds¢ tchurch would have
originally have been slated as the slender spwetl of the turret is of that
material.

5.3.3 The village hall has a more apparent viswadtrast to the residential
buildings. A buff / yellow brick is used with ostanal dressings of
matching coloured sandstone. The roof is unusu#iat corrugated metal
would have been used to clad the curved shapeyuglththis has been
subsequently replaced in modern alternative méderi€orrugated metal
was also used on the original section of the ctipkgilion.

534 The Social Club and adjacent Cottage buildhotlh use the bright pressed
brick and slate roofs seen used on the later hgusin

54 TyPICAL FEATURES AND DETAILS

54.1 Windows with the Bromborough Pool houses would have ferrtiost part
have been vertically sliding sashes at the timth@buildings’ construction.
The earlier, listed, houses all currently have sastdows to their front
elevations in a 6 over 6 or 8 over 8 configurati@ome are arched-headed,
or have swept heads. These buildings would haelave originally had
sash windows on their side and rear elevationse sHsh windows all have
horns, although it is not known whether this isoaiginal detail. A small
number of the earlier terraced houses have squarevindows on their
ground floors. These currently have casement agerwith multiple panes,
although it is possible or even likely that theszeworiginally sashes.

The unlisted houses, built around the turn of 188 century, would have
originally have had sash windows, with the exceptd the ground floor

front window which had a central casement and tnamdlanked by fixed

lights. These buildings each have a large, art¢teadied window divided
into 6 parts in the centre of the ground floor,spreably to maximise the
light entering the main living spaces. Other wiwdovary in size a shape
according to the use of the room behind. The wagbrity of these windows
have been replaced with modern alternatives.
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5.4.2

Windows to the houses in Bromborough Pool

There is considerable variety in the windows te tither buildings in
Bromborough Pool. Each building uses its windows express its
architecture character. Leaded windows set wislaindstone surround are
seen in the church and cottage next to the olditabspilding. The village
hall has half-round arched sash windows repeatashdrthe building. The
school has a mixture of timber sash and casemertowis between stone
transoms and mullions. The former manager's hbasefairly simple sash
windows, making it visually part of the group of ndestic buildings,
although its deep painted stone surround is usel@aoly raise its status.

== e
>

Windows at the church, village hall, former managéouse and cottage next to the former
hospital.

Doors and door openings within the conservation areaygieally simple
with little ornament or decoration. Both panellaadd vertically boarded
doors are seen within the village, but it is uncle#ich were used
historically as there are few, if any, original ddaemaining. Both are
appropriate to the style and age of the housecdmgistency of door design
is important within an individual block. A numbeir more modern types of
door construction also exist. Front doors to #neate blocks have a fanlight
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over them, allowing daylight into the hallway oom beyond. These vary
in shape and fenestration, helping to form theviddial character of the
building. Many of the later houses have doorwaybesides, making them
largely invisible from the street.

5.4.3 Chimneys are particularly important to the streetscapesiwithe village
and help to break up the relatively long, plaintises of roofs on the
terraces. Chimneys are rectangular in plan forcthae constructed in the
same material as the elevations of the buildinGsimneys vary in height
and shape, depending on the number of rooms se@adnneys can have
up to 10 flues. Decoration on most chimneys mtredly modest, with just a
stringer course used on the higher ones togetlthramtoupe of projecting
courses at the top. The condition of the chimragysears generally to be
good and most pots are present, although theyeayeoiten varied in colour
and design. As with other architectural featurts® chimneys on the
terraces are simpler in design to those on theiguwrd higher status
buildings. Those on the managers’ housing foaims¢, have a dog-toothed
detail at their cornice and each flue is expressadidually by splitting the
volume in the central section of its height.

Chimneys within the conservation area. The rigmiéh photograph shows the split
chimneys of the manager’s house.

Donald Insall Associates Ltd Page 22 of 34



BROMBOROUGHPOOL CONSERVATIONAREA APPRAISAL& MANAGEMENT PLAN

5.4.4 Theroof details are also simple, reflecting the modest designllaffahe
workers houses. All of the houses constructed inefore the 1870s have
hipped grey Welsh slate roofs with grey clay ridgel hip tiles. At the end
of each hip are often scrolled hip-irons. Leadwsrkised for valleys and
flashings. The very small roof overhang is coregdlehind the gutters.

The turn of the century houses have more comglekforms. The houses
use gable ends fronting onto the road as a fetduteeir architectural form.
These verges have a slightly greater projectiom wargeboards that are
often linked with a horizontal member and havensafidown below their
ridge. These roofs are slightly steeper in pikantthe earlier houses.

The church and the school have steep roof pitahésrelatively complex
roof plans. Both buildings generally use stoneypets at their gable ends.
These roofs overhang at the eaves and the undefitie rafter ends are
visible. Terracotta ridge tiles are used, andhérdase of the church these are
decorated with a dogtoothed profile.

(Left) A scrolled hip iron on one of the older tred houses; (middle) the complex roof
form of the school; (right) a modern street ligkplicating the design of a traditional gas
lamp.

54.5 Construction: It is reported that many of the earliest housesewbuilt
using a cavity wall construction, with each leafboickwork linked using
metal ties. Although no evidence has been madiahbleain the form of
drawings or photographs, this theory appears wupported by the fact that
the York Street houses and some of those on Maace Rre constructed
using stretcher bond brickwork.

5.4.6 Mostpublic realm fittings such as signs are entirely modern andheei
detract from or add to the character of the cordenv area. Although the
street lights are also from the mid-to-late"2entury, a few have been
carefully chosen to contribute to the appearandbeofrea, with their design
inspired by traditional gas lamps.
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6.0
6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2

6.2.1

6.3

6.3.1

NEGATIVE FACTORS
OVERVIEW

A study of this nature cannot attempt to kol every part of the built
environment that has a detrimental impact on tlaeadter or setting of the
conservation area; instead this report summarisesniost apparent of
examples and key problems within the conservatima as a way of
encouraging an understanding and awareness ofifisess.

Appended to this document is a plan showmegcontribution of buildings
to the character of the conservation area. Thewés produced as a tool to
gain an understanding of the significance of déferparts of the village and
to inform as to the appropriateness of the bounddityis plan categorizes
each building, or group of buildings into the feling groupings:

A: (Red) — Buildings that are critical to the claes of the area:
typically these may be landmark buildings andBuatdings with
most of their original character retained

B: (Yellow) — Buildings that contribute positively the character of
the conservation area: buildings may have sonegatilbns but
original character is still prominent

C: (Green) — Neural - Either modern buildings ¢idiinterest or
buildings where character has been lost beyond oasicn
redemption.

D: (Blue) — Buildings that detract from the sigo#nce or character
of the area.

RECENT DEVELOPMENT

There have been no new buildings of sigmfic@ze constructed within the
conservation area boundary since the turn of thecéftury.

UNSYMPATHETIC EXTENSIONS

There are relatively few extensions withire tbonservation area of a
significant size. Most extensions have been taehe or sides of houses to
provide single storey ancillary accommodation saslhporches. The most
unsympathetic of extensions are likely to be thbs¢ confuse the original
form of the building and lessen the overall percepof quality. Good
extensions would either use the materials and lohefaof the original
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6.3.2

6.4

6.4.1

building or be of a modern design and construdiiat is of a high quality
but adequately contrasting to the original.

Unsympathetic extensions to buildings in the corsiEm area

Although not significant in size, or overlsominent in position, there are a
number of extensions to the unlisted houses thatdatrimental to their
character. Most of these small extensions seefarto a porch of small
shelter adjacent to the doorway. In most instaqu®s quality, modern
materials are used, such as UPVC and stained smftwehich are alien to
the character of the conservation area. Furthemtre design and
appearance of these additions varies consideréiig éhe street (most are
on South View), which is detrimental to the senkehgthm and repetition
that is particularly important to this conservatarea.

UNSYMPATHETIC ALTERATIONS

There have been many changes to the buildiitigs the conservation area,
particularly to the unlisted buildings. These desare often detrimental to
the architectural character of the building andeasiely affect the perceived
quality of the street or even village as a whdleese changes include:

» Replacing original windows, within modern desigmsl anaterials such
as UPVC

= The replacement of doors

= Pebbledashing over originally exposed brickwork

= Poor quality repairs, particularly where using argie of material
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6.4.2

Unsympathetic alterations within the conservatioaaa (left) pebbledashed end walls to
the terraces; (middle) poor quality pointing; (rigtthe effect of installing double glazing —
making the window frames wider, therefore leadingrt odd configuration of glazing bars.

The foremost alteration to historic fabri¢hin the conservation area is the
replacement of original doors and windows. Thétsgadions are often well
intentioned — to improve the thermal or acoustidgmmance or to reduce
maintenance requirements for instance, but theavisifiect, particularly on
the architecturally simple buildings is immense.heToriginal windows
would have had very slim profiles, giving an eldggpearance. In contrast,
a UPVC or aluminium replacement, particularly whefding a thick double
glazed unit, have considerably thicker frames, tvrace more obtrusive
visually and will let much less light into the kdihg. The reconfiguration of
opening panes (particularly when replacing sash#stap-hung casements)
dramatically changes the architectural charactethef building. Where
windows are replaced in timber, these can also radle affect the
appearance of the building where the original detpis not following and
often the quality of the timber is far substand@rdhe original, giving it a
short lifespan. It seems likely that windows hheen replaced with inferior
alternates when the originals would have been Iseadpairable and
upgradeable. There are a few instances where d@&goglazing has been
used in the village (e.g. in the village hall), aiwill always produce a
more satisfactory visual result than a double glazguivalent. The recent
advent of slimline double-glazing units placed wmtlexisting frames may
offer a less visually obvious solution to the ndedimprove thermal
performance — provided that three is no loss @bhdcsglass.

A comparison between replacement and original wivslo
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6.4.3 Almost all doors within the conservation aheae been replaced at some
stage. Although most doors are of an appropriaten ffrom a glance,
following a traditional 4 panelled or vertically &mled arrangement, on
closer inspection most are of a mediocre or poatityu Many appear to be
of as flush construction with mouldings simply aeglto the front. Very
few have historic or appropriate quality ironmornygeA small number of the
listed buildings have entirely inappropriate dodes,instance with a stained
finish or glazing panes.

6.4.4 There are a number of instances of inap@tgpslterations to the fabric of
the buildings in the conservation area. Whilst tiséed status of the
buildings seems have in most cases restricted esangvindows, roofs and
chimneys, the historical importance of the buildo@es not seem to have
been considered in repair and maintenance worksunber of the terraces
have their end walls pebbledashed. This not dmyges the appearance of
the building, but also will adversely affect thefpemance of the wall, often
causing the structure to retain dampness if thelerems cementitious.
Pointing is a similar problem. Hard, cementitiqaegnting will accelerate
the rate of deterioration of the bricks, particiylavhere they are handmade,
and therefore softer. There are instances ofcpdatly poor workmanship
in the pointing of brickwork making it visually abisive.

6.4.5 There are a number of further issues, whizghhaot involve the loss or
damage to historic fabric but have a detrimenti@cafon the appearance of
the conservation area. All of these matters cbaldhanged without or with
little cost, therefore can be considered managerssmes. These include:

= The installation of satellite dishes and aerials.
= Inappropriate colour schemes — detracting frongthadity of the historic

fabric.

= Bins stored in front gardens, presumably due tack of facilities at the
rear.

= Neglect and loss of front gardens — particularlyewhgardens are fully
paved over

Management issues: (left) inappropriate colour sohdo the school; (middle) bins store in
the neglected front garden of a house; (right) edga that has been completely paved over
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6.5 RuBLIC REALM

6.5.1 It appears as though most street paving eplsaed in the late 1980s.
Pavements consist of a pattern of concrete slabs ied concrete setts.
These are now clearly dated and tired looking ahelir tquality is
inappropriate within this historical area. Furthere, the pattern is
distracting from the streetscape. Roads are tadaeith occasional speed
humps. Where there have been works to servicesy timel roads, the repairs
are generally crude and the resultant patchworkeo¥ices again this is
detrimental to the character of the village.

6.5.2 The treatment of the roads and parking ameasciated with the works is
particularly poor and adversely affects the initiadpression of visitors
entering the village.

6.6 Loss ANDDEVELOPMENT PRESSURES

6.6.1 The presence of the neighbouring factory woakd other aspects of
industrial setting of the village are the primaagtbrs affecting the survival
of the historic buildings and construction of newldings.

6.6.2 The factory buildings on the former Pricets are hemmed in on three sides
by the winding water inlet of Bromborough Pool whibas meant that
expansion has always been towards the village.

6.6.3 Industry has also encroached from the smdleast since around 1900, first
with the large Bromborough Pool construction wogksl later from the
north as land was reclaimed from the Mersey. Todge and many of the
subsidiary Court House buildings were presumabiyalished to make way
for additional factory facilities. The north-westmost of the terraced
houses were lost as the factory was expanded uighdgainst the village
boundary. Although not under the footprint of tle industrial buildings,
they were demolished to create a planted ‘bufferezdor the remaining
houses. Around this period many of the houses ineagoor state of repair
and some of the building sites were simply leveftadeconomical reasons.
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6.6.4

Sadly, 20 out of the 32 houses first built on tiilage on York Street were
demolished at this time together with a numbereafaces on Manor Place
and South View, the village shop and one of theaganal houses on The
Green.

558 | 75,
-615},’. LY

Photographs illustrating some of the buildings thatze been lost within the conservation
area: (left) the lodge and gates on Pool Lane aighf) the shop at the western end of York
Street

Another conflict comes in the desire to retaoth the visual character and
historic fabric of the village but also the phillardpic intentions of the
village. The buildings were constructed to provgted facilities for the
working classes. The houses were of simple, neasdilable materials and
money was put into providing for the residents segaich as sanitation,
gardens etc) instead of applying unnecessary omaroe decoration.
However, whilst the buildings may not have beenulyndrivolous in their
time, today the use of hardwood sash windows, hadénbrick, rubbed
masonry arches over windows and slate roofs amgapyiassociated as being
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used by more wealthy building owners. When repaialteration work is
undertaken there is inevitably conflict betweenrnbed to preserve, reinstate
or replicate historical details at cost and thesateration that the level of
money involved (particularly in the case of the $ing association) might be
better used elsewhere if a poorer quality altezatras used.

6.6.5 The high cost of repair and reinstatementkvedso puts pressure on the
undeveloped areas of the village. New housing ccdad justified as
‘enabling development’, with some of the profitsrir its sale being used for
improvements to the existing buildings.

6.6.6 The lack of facilities (such as shops, health etc) in or immediately near
the village also puts pressure on to increasentrease size to the critical
mass so it can support them. This pressure istezigd by the large extent
of unused or underused land and the inclusion ef drea within the
allocated zone of the Wirral set out in the InteRalicy for New Housing
Development.

6.6.7 Whilst any new housing would bring with itne® advantages in terms of
enhancement of facilities, it will inevitably changhe character and
appearance of the area. This effect will of coumsesase as the volume of
new development increases.

6.6.8 In 2007 planning permission was granted ler ¢onstruction of 40 new
dwellings within the conservation area. Theseatss and semi-detached
houses would be built on a number of differentssitecluding on the
bowling green site to the east of the end of MdPlace, on the site of the
current garages at the end of The Green, a diketoorth of York Street and
on a couple of additional gap sites.

6.6.9 In 2008, the local school was closed bydkallauthority and this may act to
dissuade vital investment in the village, as itdmees less family-friendly.
The school is now vacant and “at risk”, having beahject to a series of
vandal attacks. Stakeholders and the local atyram@ pursuing alternative
uses for the building.

6.6.10 Conversion of the roof spaces to habitatteramodation within the village
IS not permitted, nor is the use of rooflights thvatuld marr the harmony of
its roofscape.

6.6.11 Although fulfilling an obvious community rk@nd social objective, the
garden centre on the green contains a rather matlay of quasi-temporary
structures of rudimentary character. An applicatior a new timber
outbuilding at the centre of a richer and more ggintharacter has recently
been approved, and it is hoped that this new streicould help to set a new
standard of design for horticultural or utility lings within the village.
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6.6.12 Vandalism has caused severe damage tortherfbowling green pavilion
off The Green, but it is hoped that proposals foewa parking facility for the
Garden Centre will see its full refurbishment asea of conveniences for
visitors to the Garden Centre.

6.6.13 Whilst much of the village is in a fair cdrah, some smaller structures are
in a poor state of repair and require refurbishrentollows:

(i) Outbuilding (or wash house?) to the rear otitBoCottage, adjacent to
Price’s Social Club:
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(iii) The cricket pavilion next to The Green.

6.7 CHANGES TO THE SETTING OF THE CONSERVATION AREA

6.7.1 Industrial activities around the site in mavgys affect the setting of the
conservation area. They are often these are fustatty detrimental to the
conservation area’s special characteristics. Hghbouring landfill site is
fortunately no longer being added to, but it reraa@nconsiderable eyesore.
Vehicles working on the landfill heap also conttéto the noise associated
with the factories and general industrial trafficAt times this can
considerably influence the character of the villagd although sounds from
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the factory would have been heard within the véllagthe 14 century, this
will have worsened with the use of loudspeakertandoy systems together
with the greater proximity.

The nearby landfill site, as viewed across thekerigitch

6.7.2 Whilst the industrial buildings of the ™ &entury may not have been
perceived as being attractive in their time, muckatgr care was taken in
their design and construction. Modern industrigldings are comparatively
crude and are much larger than their historic capatts. Whereas in the
past a large building would have been broken up wiseries of individual
roofs and bays, today much larger and higher mgldiasses are used which
have much greater visual impact. In addition, mlacher vehicles need to
access them, requiring obtrusive, modern roads.

(left) Modern roads serving the industrial unitstlwithin the conservation area; (right)
looking south-east towards the industrial units amel Village Hotel.
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7.0 SUMMARY OF SPECIAL CHARACTER

7.1 The following is a list of features that arertpaf Bromborough Pool
Conservation Area’s special character:

= Important example of a village created by wealthgiustrialists that
helped to revolutionise the working and living stards of its occupants.

= Historic residential area surviving within a laigdustrial area.

= 16 individual or groups of listed buildings, refieag the high level of
significance of the village.

= The ancient site of the Court House — desighatedh asxcheduled
monument and an important local history site.

= Buildings dated back to the early 1850s.

= Simple, but carefully detailed terraced housing

= The architecturally interesting public buildings thie school, church,
village hall and social club

= Buildings within the area are almost entirely fréime Victorian period
and have escaped the wholesale alteration thatignaficantly damaged
the character of other historic areas.

= Residential and primary public buildings set outaogrid surrounded by
open green spaces.

= Houses are of 5 different types

= All houses are constructed of red brick with a Wedtate roof. Other
materials are confined to the public, factory aigér status buildings.

= Timber sliding sash windows would have featuredabbrof the houses.
These are generally still present on all of theedigerraces and some of
the semi-detached houses.

= There are relatively few extensions within the ewmation area of
significant size.
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