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Background

The purpose of this report is to allow information on Wirral Council’'s Green
House Gas (GHG) Emissions to be published in the format requested by the
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) as part of the single list of
Central Government requirements from Local Government (2011/12), for data
reference 067-00 “Emissions from Local Authority own estate and operations”.

The reporting of GHG emissions is part of the Council’s coordinated actions
on climate change and energy management. Wirral Council has a long held
commitment to action on climate change both cutting emissions and adapting
to unavoidable changes in the climate.

The Council was an early signatory to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate
Change and adopted its first strategy on climate change in 2007. In 2013, the
Council reaffirmed its commitment to action by signing up to Local
Government Association’s Climate Local initiative — the successor initiative to
Nottingham Declaration programme. In 2014 the Council endorsed a new
climate change strategy for Wirral covering the period to 2019. The Council
maintains an ongoing commitment to energy management to help manage
costs and ensure services are delivered in an efficient cost effective manner.
Wirral Council is a full participant in the Government’s Carbon Reduction
Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme (CRCEES).

The Council’s initial target to reduce its carbon emissions by 20% by 2010
was achieved early. Subsequently the Council adopted the ‘CRed’ target of a
60% reduction by 2025. To help meet its emission reduction ambitions Wirral
Council introduced a carbon budget from April 2011. This was suspended in
2016. The Carbon Budget is currently under review to align more closely to
Wirral’'s 2020 Pledges and future Government reporting requirements detailed
in the emissions reporting guidance dated April 2018 issued by the
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Beyond managing its own carbon emissions the Council works to influence
residents, communities and both the public and private sectors to encourage
them to achieve their own reductions. The Council supports the Cool Wirral
Partnership (formerly known as the Wirral Climate Change Group) as a forum
for co-ordinating action on climate change across Wirral. This group
developed the current climate change strategy for Wirral and maintains a
rolling action plan in support of its implementation.
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Scope of Report & Specific Exclusions

This report is based on the scope for reporting stationary and transport figures
specified for the National Indicator (NI) 185 2008/09 Baseline year. Elements
excluded in 2008/09 are similarly excluded from subsequent years, as per the
NI Guidance. The reasons for exclusion generally include instances in which
data were either unreliable or not available for the NI baseline year. This
approach ensures that the reported years are consistent in scope.

The report covers all Wirral Council owned and operated buildings over which
it exercises direct control, including Schools and street lighting. Academy
Schools and Social Housing are excluded.

Fleet Transport is included, as is business travel based on private vehicle
mileage. Business travel by other means (Bus, train, aircraft etc.) is excluded
as the information was not available in a consistent form. Commuting and
Contractor mileage is also excluded for this reason.

GHG emissions data for period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018

Global tonnes of CO.e

Current Year Prior Year Base Year

2017/18 2016/17 2008/09
Scopel 9,951 10,480 20,606
Scope 2 10,792 13,930 27,598
Scope 3 5,365 5,957 7,514
Total gross emissions 26,108 30,367 55,718
Carbon Offsets 0 0 0
Green tariffs (0) (4,217) (28,902)
Total annual net emissions 26,108 26,150 26,816
Intensity measurement ‘Tonnes of 77.54 91.7 157.30
CO.e per £m Total Income’

1. Company Information

1.1.  Wirral Council is a Metropolitan district located in the north west of
England.

1.2.  Wirral Council is based at: Wallasey Town Hall, Brighton Street,
Wallasey, Wirral, CH44 8ED

2. Reporting Period

2.1. The reporting period is the financial year from 1 April 2017 to 31
March 2018.

2.2.  This report includes information derived from consumption data
prepared for National Indicators 185 & 194 for the 2008/09 financial
years. Information for subsequent years was derived in an
identical manner to ensure consistency.
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3. Change in Emissions

3.1.

Gross emissions have reduced by 4,259 tonnes (14%) from
2016/17. Contributory factors are: a reduction in staff numbers;
energy efficiency initiatives; continued rationalisation of the
Council’'s estate; Academy conversions; weather, changes to
conversion factors and the disposal of redundant properties.

4. Approach

4.1.

4.2.

The Government publication “Environmental reporting Guidelines:
Including mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reporting
guidance” (DEFRA 12 June 2013) has been used as the basis to
prepare this report.

The DEFRA tool available on the Government website was used to
obtain the conversion factors used to calculate emissions in kg
CO.e (Carbon Dioxide Equivalent) using 2017 data. WTT (Well to
Tank) conversion factors to quantify Scope 3 emissions associated
with energy use were obtained using the same tool.

5. Organisational Boundary

5.1.

5.2.

The organisational boundary has been established using the
financial control approach for all sites that were reported for
National Indicators (NI's) 185 & 194 to ensure consistency.

Schools that have converted to Academies are excluded as the
Council does not exercise financial control.
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6. Operational Scopes
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6.1. Scope 1, Scope 2 and significant Scope 3 emissions have been

measured and are reported.

Scope 1 2017/18 Exclusions % of activity | 2016/17 2008/09
(in metric data that is (Baseline)
tonnes estimated

COze)

Qll 22 0 0 286 3,013

Gas 9,646 0 6.67** 9,606 16,202
Fleet 283 0 0 588 1,391
Process 0 * 100 0 0

Fugitive 0 ** 100 0 0

TOTAL 9,951 10,480 20,606

* Not Applicable — Wirral Council operates no industrial processes.
** Emissions from air-conditioning and refrigeration units are excluded due to the cost of data
collection and resource scarcity. These types of unit are not installed in all buildings.

*** Percentage of annual consumption reported for CRC as estimated.

Scope 2 2017/18 Exclusions % of activity | 2016/17 2008/09
(in metric data that is (Baseline)
tonnes estimated

COge)

Grid 10,792 0 3.97* 13,930 27,598
Electricity

TOTAL 10,792 13,930 27,598

* Percentage of annual consumption reported for CRC as estimated.

Scope 3 2017/18 Exclusions % of activity | 2016/17 2008/09
(in metric data that is (Baseline)
tonnes estimated

COze)

Fuel & 4,422 0 5.9 5,014 6,000
Energy not in

1&2(WTT)

Business 660 0 0 638 1,189
travel

Water 284 0 0* 305 325
TOTAL 5,365%* 5,957 7,514

* Waste water component included.
**Note rounding error due to conversion from kgCO,e to tonnesCO,e

6.2. The guidance that has been published recommends the inclusion
of a number of new Scope 3 emissions that may be included.
Wirral council is evaluating the relevance of each to its operations
and will develop suitable strategies for their inclusion as resources

permit. The strategies will include the development of reliable
baseline figures and consistent measurement methods.
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7. Geographic Breakdown

7.1.

All Wirral Council’s activities are UK based.

Geographical breakdown

2017/18 Tonnes of CO,e

Scope 1 Scope 2 Scope 3
Total Global 9,951 10,792 5,365
UK 9,951 10,792 5,365

8. Base year

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.

A base year of 2008/09 (01/04/08 to 31/03/09) has been selected.
This was the baseline year for NI's 185 and 194 for which energy
data was submitted to DECC, verified by their agents and returned
to the Council.

The Energy consumption information for 2008/09, previously used
to calculate CO, emissions has been used to calculate greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions expressed as COjze (carbon dioxide
equivalent).

Guidance for both GHG reporting and CRC has changed
significantly and continues to evolve. The most recent emissions
reporting guidance published by the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy in April 2018 states that the current
baseline for the central government emissions reduction target is
set at 2009/10 and for the purposes of consistency, and so as not
to de-incentivise early adopters of carbon reporting, they will
continue to use this baseline for the wider public and higher
education sectors. Further guidance will be published in 2019 and
it is probable that this report will be altered to comply.

9. Targets

9.1.

9.2.

Emissions targets are set with the long-term goal of reducing the
Council’'s CO;, emissions by 60% by 2025 and to adapt to the
changes in climate that will occur.

The most recent Carbon Performance Summary reported a 38.2%
reduction in CO, emissions against the 2008/09 baseline.
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10.Intensity Measurement

10.1. The intensity measurement used is “Tonnes of CO,e per £m Total
Income”. The income figure is obtained from the Council’s
‘REVENUE MONITORING 2017/18 QUARTER 3 (TO 31
DECEMBER 2017)” report.

10.2. The intensity measurement has reduced for 2017/18.
11.External Assurance Statement

11.1. No external independent assurance statement has been
commissioned to cover the reporting period.

12.Carbon Offsets

12.1. Wirral Council has not purchased any carbon credits over the
reporting period.

12.2. Wirral Council has had no involvement in the Woodland Carbon
Units scheme to date.

13.Electricity

Electricity purchased for own use or consumption: 30697,806 MWh
Green Electricity Purchased: 0 MWh
GHG Reduction due to purchase of ‘green’ electricity: 0 tonnes CO.e

13.1. Over the 2017/18 financial year Wirral Council purchased electricity
for approximately 360 reportable supply points including 6 un-
metered MPAN’s (Meter Point Administration Numbers). Wirral
Council purchases energy under a managed supply arrangement.

13.2. The withdrawal of the CCL exemption for ‘green’ electricity has led
to a reduction in the amount purchased. Prior to the withdrawal of
the CCL exemption, it was possible to purchase ‘green’ electricity
with no financial penalty. This is no longer generally the case. In
the past, the supplier of Non Half-Hourly electricity continued to
supply a number of accounts with electricity from renewable
sources where there was no financial penalty.

13.3. All 6 un-metered MPAN’s are supplied by EDF. For the reporting
period, the supplies were 100% ‘brown’.

13.4. None of the Half Hourly Metered (HHM) sites supplied by EdF and
covered by this GHG report are supplied with Green Electricity.

13.5. Reported Non Half-Hourly (NHH) electricity is supplied by British

Gas Business. For the 2017/18 Financial Year, none of the
electrical energy supplied was identified as ‘green’.
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13.6. Wirral Council generated 346.998 MWh of electricity from 24 on-
site solar PV systems over the 2017/18 Financial Year. None are
backed up by REGO’s within the UK but all are Feed-In-Tariff
Scheme (FITS) registered. The generation has reduced due to
damage due to severe weather and temporary decommissioning of
one site to permit roof repairs to proceed.

Report Author: Andrew Snow, Energy Conservation Engineer

Telephone: 0151 606 2348
Email: andrewsnow@wirral.gov.uk
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