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1 INTRODUCTION

This management plan is intended to provide a framework for the development and
improvement of Heswall Dales Local Nature Reserve. If you wish to find out further
information about this document or submit any suggestions, please contact:

Wirral Council
Park and Countryside

The Heswall Dales Manager
Wirral Country Park Visitors Centre
Station Road

Thurstaston

Wirral

CH61 OHN

Email: wep@wirral.gov.uk

This plan (and other information about Heswall Dales Local Nature Reserve) can be viewed,
downloaded and printed from:
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces/heswall-dales

The content and structure of the Management Plan has been informed by the following
guidelines:

e A Guide to Producing Park and Green Space Management Plans (CABE Space, 2004)

e Wirral Parks and Open Spaces Strategy, 2014 — 2024

e Wirral Plan 2020

e Raising the Standard: The Green Flag Awards Guidance Manual (Keep Britain Tidy, 2016)


mailto:wcp@wirral.gov.uk
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-events/parks-and-open-spaces/heswall-dales

2 THE WIDER POLICY CONTEXT

Wirral Council’'s Parks and Countryside Service are based within the Neighbourhood Services
Department of Wirral Council.

The content and structure of the Management Plan has been informed by the following guidelines:
A Guide to Producing Park and Green Space Management Plans (CABE Space, 2004)

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20110118095356/http:/www.cabe.orqg.uk/files
/parks-and-green-space-management-plans.pdf

Raising the Standard: The Green Flag Awards Guidance Manual (Keep Britain Tidy, 2016)
www.greenflagaward.org/media/1019/green-flag-award-quidelines.pdf

1 Corporate Objectives

The Council’s Vision is that Wirral will be a place where the vulnerable are safe and protected,
where employers want to invest and local businesses thrive, and where good health and an
excellent quality of life is within the reach of everyone who lives here.

The Wirral Plan agreed by cabinet in September 2021 sets out a series of pledges which the
Council and its partners will work to achieve by 2026 focussing on 5 key themes:

Inclusive Economy

Safe and Pleasant Communities
Sustainable Environment
Brighter futures

Active and healthy lives

The Wirral 2021-26 plan is available to download online:

http://democracy.wirral.gov.uk/documents/s50080601/Appendix%201%20Wirral%20Plan%2020
21-26.pdf

2 Parks and Countryside Service Objectives

The department’s role is to protect the environmental quality of key locations across the borough
for all local people, communities, and visitors to enjoy and to influence investors to operate their
businesses and encourage new investors. Parks and countryside site maintenance and land uses
will be re-aligned where appropriate to achieve resource and economic efficiencies whilst
promoting health, social and environmental benefits to our communities.

The Parks and Countryside Service have produced a 10-year Parks and Open Spaces Strategy
that will inform and direct the next 10 years for the service (running from 2014-2024). Itis available
online at:
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/sites/default/files/all/Leisure%20parks%20and%20events/parks%20an
d%200pen%20spaces/Wirral%20Parks%20and%200pen%20Spaces%20Strateqy%202014-
2024.pdf

The Strategy sets out how Wirral Parks and Countryside Service will aim to provide attractive and
well managed parks and open spaces, whilst being accessible; and providing positive and healthy
activities for all local people, communities, and visitors to enjoy and to attract and retain
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http://democracy.wirral.gov.uk/documents/s50080601/Appendix%201%20Wirral%20Plan%202021-26.pdf
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/sites/default/files/all/Leisure%20parks%20and%20events/parks%20and%20open%20spaces/Wirral%20Parks%20and%20Open%20Spaces%20Strategy%202014-2024.pdf
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/sites/default/files/all/Leisure%20parks%20and%20events/parks%20and%20open%20spaces/Wirral%20Parks%20and%20Open%20Spaces%20Strategy%202014-2024.pdf
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/sites/default/files/all/Leisure%20parks%20and%20events/parks%20and%20open%20spaces/Wirral%20Parks%20and%20Open%20Spaces%20Strategy%202014-2024.pdf

investment in the borough. The service also intends to contribute to the environmental
sustainability and biodiversity of Wirral to achieve a good balance by protecting habitats while
supporting economic growth.

3 Environmental Initiatives
Wirral Council is committed to carrying out its work in an environmentally responsible manner.

Wirral Council declared an Environment and Climate Emergency at Council in July 2019 and
through this committed to action to address the ecological and climate crisis that we face.

The commitment to action aims to:

e cut climate damaging pollution locally in line with global targets, whilst developing
resilience to more extreme weather patterns and rising sea levels that impact Wirral
e protect and enhance biodiversity

As a local authority, we can have a positive influence through:

how we organise our operations and services
the regulations and policies we set

the goods and services we buy

the investments we make

the example we set to others

Tackling the ecological and climate crisis presents major opportunities locally to improve quality
of life, health, wellbeing and the economy.

More information on the Climate Emergency Declaration may be found at:
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/about-council/climate-change-and-sustainability/climate-change-action

To deliver against these aims Wirral Has developed ‘Cool Wirral’. The Cool Wirral campaign is
aimed at encouraging local climate-related action in support of the delivery of the ‘Cool 2 Climate
Change Strategy for Wirral:-

View Wirral Council's Cool 2 climate strategy and progress reports

The Cool Wirral Partnership (formerly the Wirral Climate Change Group) co-ordinates local action
on climate change. The partnership is supported by Wirral Council and a variety of partnership.

More information on the Cool Wirral Partnership may be found at:
https://www.wirral.qgov.uk/about-council/climate-change-and-sustainability/cool-

wirral#:~:text=The%20Co00l%20Wirral%20Partnership%20(formerly, Wirral%20Partnership%20N
HS%20Foundation%20Trust

Some key initiatives include:-

Designating Pollinators and wildflower sites
A large proportion of pollinators are flies, including more than 250 species of hoverfly. Bees make
up about a quarter of the pollinating insects and in the UK alone there are approximately 250
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species of bee, 24 species of bumblebee, 225 species of solitary bee and just one species of
honeybee. Butterflies and moths are also pollinators as well as bugs and beetles.

In line with the council's Climate Emergency Response, steps are being taken to prioritise
pollinators. Dependant on the location of a verge, pollinators are prioritised in various ways, these
methods can include:

e planting pollinator friendly plants
e not mowing grass verges when wildflowers of significance are in season
¢ reduced weed removal in the area of pollinator sites

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/environmental-problems/street-care-and-cleaning/pollinators-and-
wildflower-sites

No Mow May
Throughout the month of May, the council takes part in the No Mow May campaign, which is about
stopping mowing in general grass areas in parks to help bees, butterflies and wildlife.

Trees, hedgerows and woodland

The council have been working with partners and stakeholders to develop a 10-year strategy to
consider how we manage and respond to the borough’s current trees and the future provision of
trees. In the ten-year span of this strategy over 210,000 trees will be planted, at least 21,000 per
year. In doing so we will replace many times over the number of trees unavoidably lost. The trees
that are planted will see Wirral’s tree canopy cover doubled by the time they are fully grown.

We will adopt the principle of 'the right tree for the right place' to ensure the most resilient tree
population possible. We will establish a clear picture of Wirral’s tree stock and its benefits. We
will work constructively with individuals and groups to deliver this vision.
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/about-council/climate-change-and-sustainability/trees-hedgerows-and-
woodland



https://www.wirral.gov.uk/environmental-problems/street-care-and-cleaning/pollinators-and-wildflower-sites
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/environmental-problems/street-care-and-cleaning/pollinators-and-wildflower-sites
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/nomowmay
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/about-council/climate-change-and-sustainability/trees-hedgerows-and-woodland
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/about-council/climate-change-and-sustainability/trees-hedgerows-and-woodland

Our Values

“To work for Wirral Council is to be a public servant. We are here to serve our residents, to meet their
needs, to protect them and to help them raise and achieve their aspirations.

This is the principle our organisation is built upon.

We have unrelenting focus on our residents. What they expect, what they need, and what they want
underpins every decision we make.’

- Paul Satoor, Chief Executive

Customer
Focused We listen to our customers and acknowledge what they tell us. We let them know we have
heard them and take action.
We are flexible, open, honest, and respectful with our residents and customers, and
always look for ways to make it easier for them to do business with us.
N We view things from the customer's perspective and focus on what we can do to give

CUSTOMER EQCUSED  them the best possible service.

Accountable
We are leaders and take personal responsibility for our work. We act with integrity to be

the best we can be.

We take ownership and solve problems. If we don't know the answer, we don't stop until

&5 we have found the solution.

ACCOUNTABLE We take pride in doing what we say we are going to do. We are trusted by our colleagues,
Members and residents to do a great job.

Professional We treat everyone with respect. This includes our colleagues, residents and Members. We

are courteous, punctual and communicate effectively to get the best results

We provide a professional service that people in Wirral are proud of. We know how our
role makes a difference and lead by example.

QQ0

We are positive, honest and value the contributions of others. We build positive and
@ trusting relationships to work together to deliver the best possible service for colleagues,

Members and residents.

PROFESSIOMAL
We acknowledge when we are asked something and answer quickly and clearly. We are
clear about how we will provide the best possible service.

Ambitious We aim high in everything we do. We do what we can and learn from experience to get the
best for our colleagues, Members and residents.
We will challenge, as well as support, each other to try new things and improve what we
ﬁ@ do. We continually look for better ways of doing things for our colleagues, Members and
L’ V residents.
AMEBITIOUS We have high standards and expectations for ourselves, colleagues, Members and

residents. We celebrate when we do well and recognise the achievements of others.




3 SITE INFORMATION

3.1 Location and map

Name: Heswall Dales
Grid Reference: SJ 261821

Location: Heswall Dales is located on the west of the of the Wirral Peninsula, close to the banks
of the Dee Estuary. It is surrounded by residential property and located 1km north west of the

town of Heswall.

Address: Heswall Dales, Oldfield Rd, Heswall, Wirral CH60 6SN
Primary classification: SSSI (Site of Specific Scientific Interest)

Ward: Heswall
Size: 29.6 hectares (73.1 acres)
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3.2 General access
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Vehicular

Parking is limited to the surrounding roads, namely Oldfield Road and Pipers Lane. Due to the
sensitive nature of the Dales there is no public access for vehicles directly into the park. There is
access for vehicles to the Ranger’s Office and for visitors to the not-for-profit Dale Farm. Access
for this is off Oldfield Road.

Pedestrian

There are seven main pedestrian entrances (shown in the previous map). The main entrance is
from Oldfield Road. The reserve can also be accessed from lower Heswall, via Bush Way which
is off Piper’s Lane. Heswall Dales is easily walkable from the centre of Heswall and surrounding
residential property. Due to the nature of the site pathways are often undulating or uneven
meaning that access for people with disabilities can be limited. However path improvements in
the last few years have meant that paths are more suitable, but more improvement is needed.

Equestrian

Footpath (FP34) is permissive for horse access. This can be accessed from the Bush Way
entrance.

Cycle
Due to the sensitive nature of the site there is no cycle access in the Heswall Dales.

Public transport

There are 3 bus routes that stop close by to the Heswall Dales, on Delavor Road and Thurstaston
Road.



3.3 Site designations

Heswall Dales has been designated:
e Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) For the full SSSI citation and map see Appendix
e Local Nature Reserve (LNR)
e A small part of the site, Bush Way, has been locally designated as a Site of Biological
Importance (SBI)
e Green Flag Award (2020)

3.4 Facilities and main features

The sites primary aim is to preserve, restore and maintain the lowland heath habitat. The site
doesn’t have many facilities on site, however there are plenty of natural and physical features:

Ranger’s office and messroom

Dale Farm Trust (with visitors car park and shop)
Noticeboards for interpretation and information
SSSI status heathland

SSSI status woodland

Extensive network of footpaths

Bridlepath (permissive)

3.5 Tenure

Heswall Dales Local Nature Reserve is owned and managed by Wirral Borough Council, Parks
and Countryside. An area of land and buildings and car park is leased to Wirral Evolutions and
Dale Farm Trust. Not all of the nationally designated Site of Special Scientific Interest is owned
by Wirral Borough Council; some parts are owned by private residences surrounding Heswall
Dales. In addition, the Cheshire Wildlife Trust owns “Cleaver Heath” — an adjacent heathland that
is part of the same Site of Special Scientific Interest. A map showing the full extent of the SSSI is
in Appendix 5.1.

3.6 Visitors and main uses

Most visitors are walkers looking to enjoy an area of quiet green space. Local residents use the
Dales as an area for exercise and dog walking, whilst other visitors may combine the Dales with
a longer walk taking in the Wirral Way and/or foreshore. Dale Farm staff and service users are on
site daily from Monday to Friday and they offer a point of sale for farm products to visitors.

Stakeholders and partners:
e Friends of Heswall Dales
Wirral Evolutions and Dale Farm Trust
Volunteers
Ward Councillors
Natural England
Merseyside Police
Wirral Council Community Safety Team
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (local group: Wirral Wildlife)
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB
Surrounding homeowners and landowners
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3.7 Wirral Evolutions and the Dale Farm Trust

Dale Farm is a cluster of buildings, outbuildings, allotments and car park within Heswall Dales
Local Nature Reserve that is leased by Wirral Council to Wirral Evolutions Ltd. Wirral Evolutions
Ltd is a people centred service for adults with disabilities with locations across the Wirral and they
work to enrich the lives and opportunities for people with learning and physical disabilities through
maximising their personal potential. Their ‘Mission’ is to work together to inspire lives, remove
barriers and widen horizons for the people we support while:

. Enriching Lives _

. Improving Wellbeing \ o \/\/|r‘|/‘a|

. Developing Individuals E .

. Being Community Integrated AN EVOIUtlonS

Wirral Evolutions provides a day service at Dale Farm where there are opportunities to learn life
skills through the therapeutic use of horticulture. This work is supported by and in collaboration
with Dale Farm Trust.

Day to day activities on the farm include planting and growing organic fruit and vegetables in the
fields and poly-tunnels. A farm shop is open to the public every weekday selling fruit, vegetables
and award-winning honey produced by on site bee keeping, along with a small café. The Dale
Farm Family sees how much working outdoors as a team benefits both the mental and physical
wellbeing for all participating community members and offers the opportunity for service users to
undertake the John Muir ‘Discovery Award’
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3.8 History

‘The Dales’, as they are known locally, were originally areas of common heathland used for
grazing. The heathland lying on the sandstone outcrops at Heswall and Thurstaston Common
now represent valuable examples of increasingly rare Lowland Heath in the North of England and
the habitat is protected as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. The Dales have survived
encroachment by surrounding residential development and offer the visitor a wonderful
experience of solitude, panoramic vistas of the Dee Estuary, fresh air and access to the wild
countryside all within a stone’s throw of the town of Heswall, an old settlement that was recorded
in the Domesday Book in 1086 as ‘Eswelle’ and owned by Robert de Rodelent. In 1277 the
ownership passed to Patrick de Haselwall, Sheriff of Cheshire. The area has been cited as a
possible location of ‘Dingesmere’ associated with the Battle of Brunanburgh and destination for
the escaping Scandinavian forces. Several small quarry sites appear adjacent to what is now
Heswall Dales on the 1899 map below. By 1913 these are no longer marked so it may be that the
sandstone was unsuitable for use as a building material. For more information visit:
https://www.heswalldalesfriends.co.uk/p/history.html
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https://www.heswalldalesfriends.co.uk/p/history.html

3.8 Landscape

The site is underlain by Triassic sandstone over which podzolic soils have developed and consists
of a number of small deep water worn valleys. The soil is acidic and relatively poor in terms of
nutrients hence the vegetation of heather, mosses and particular types of grasses which can
thrive where other plants cannot. These soils support a fine representative dry heathland
community which has been invaded by bracken, birch-oak woodland and gorse scrub. Damp
heath and acidic marshy grassland has developed along some of the natural water courses.

3.9 Biology

Heswall Dales is regarded as the second-best example of lowland heath in Merseyside. It is
ranked second to Thurstaston Common which is larger and botanically more diverse. The majority
of the dry heath is dominated by Heather Calluna vulgaris with Wavy Hair-grass, Mat-grass, Gorse
Ulex europaeus and Bilberry also important components of this community. Tormentil Potentilla
erecta and Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile are the commonest herbs. On the drier sandier soils
this habitat type gives way to an assemblage of Bell Heather Erica cinerea and Western Gorse
Ulex gallii. This latter species has a distinct western distribution in Britain and is found on only a
few localities in Merseyside. The wetter areas are dominated by purple moor-grass with Cross-
leaved Heath Erica tetralix, Sharp-flowered Rush, Bulbous Rush, Soft Rush and Deer Grass
Trichophorum cespitosum. Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium and Tawny Sedge
Carex hostiana are also important constituents of this community. These wet areas are the most

12



interesting botanically and contain such species as Many-stalked Spike Rush Eleocharis
multicaulis and Green-ribbed Sedge Carex binervis, both of which have a very localised
distribution in Merseyside. Birch-oak woodland has developed over some of the site. The younger
woodland is mainly composed of silver and downy birch with Pedunculate Oak and Rowan
occasionally found. In the older more mature woodland, birch is still the main tree species, but
Oak and Rowan are more abundant and Whitebeam Sorbus aria, Hawthorn and Elder are
common in the understorey. Alder and Grey Willow are found in wetter parts of the wood,
principally along the stream which runs through the eastern-most dale. Pendulous Sedge Carex
pendula is also commonly found on the site.

3.10 Management and summary of the known challenges

Lowland Heath

Since 2012 management has been governed under the terms of a Higher Level Stewardship
(HLS) agreement with Natural England. The agreement covers areas of SSSI lowland heath and
woodland owned and managed by Wirral Council and the general conditions for management set
out by the HLS appear in Appendix 5.2). The overall aim for the management of the lowland heath
is to restore areas that are currently not in good/favourable condition and that have become
degraded by scrub, bracken, gorse, invasive grasses or secondary woodland encroachment.

Soil type, management history and location in relation to existing heathland sites were significant
factors in determining suitability. Significant site clearance and weed control has been required
but it is expected that, following suitable treatment, heathland vegetation will re-establish without
the need for seeding from external sources. This option will help to restore and strengthen the
vegetation mosaics characteristic of lowland heathland, and thus enhance the integrity of the
historic landscape character of the area, retain and manage historic environment features and
benefit heathland wildlife.
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Bracken control is aimed at controlling the spread, or removing existing stands, of bracken to
maintain and restore biodiversity value. Bracken management can also help to maintain and
conserve the diverse vegetation mosaic characteristic of local landscapes.

For the lowland heath area there is an action plan for both scrub clearance and bracken control.
Scrub clearance is carried out between the 1t October and 1%t March each year. Bracken control
takes place in summer months, when the temporary licence for spraying is permitted and should
be ideally carried out when the 3" frond is developed but still soft.

The current 10 year HLS agreement is due to expire in 2022. Options for future management will
have to be discussed with Natural England but the priority for management will be to restore areas
of lowland heath.

Woodland

Management of the woodland is to benefit wildlife and protect and strengthen the local landscape
character. Tree removal, coppicing or pollarding may be required to maintain or enhance the
woodland. Some woodland management is undertaken as part of the HLS agreement. This
includes removal of woody vegetation from areas of lowland heath restoration.

Known Challenges

Heswall Dales is a sensitive habitat that can be affected by some issues that larger parks and
open spaces can more easily absorb. Visitor pressure, especially the increased visitor numbers
experienced during periods of lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic, affect the Dales
especially by:

e Trampling of lowland heath vegetation
e Erosion of footpaths
e Nutrient enrichment of the soil through dog fouling

Wirral Council staff including the Heswall Dales Manager, Local Paths Liaison Officer,
Transportation Planning Officer and Road Safety Manager met in 2020 to discuss the increase in
cycling seen in parks and countryside areas during the periods of lockdown due to the
Coronavirus pandemic. Proposals discussed included improved signage with Countryside Code
highlighted along with a ‘Safer Routes’ campaign and possibly installation of cycle parking racks
next to entrances at SSSIs where cycling is not permitted.

Natural England have approved use of a gritstone suitable for use on areas of lowland heath. This
will allow the wider network of paths within the Dales to be surfaced and for more areas to be
accessible to people with mobility problems and those requiring mobility aids. Having a good
signed path network will hopefully reduce the trampling of vegetation and creation of ‘unofficial
paths’.

Additional bins have helped with dog fouling and new/refurbished noticeboards with good signage
will help to advise visitors of the need to keep dogs on leads and remove all dog waste.

The Friends of Heswall Dales have an excellent informative website for visitors. The Council

website will be updated to ensure that all information is up to date and highlights the importance
of the habitat.
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4 GREEN FLAG CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT

The intention is for Heswall Dales to maintain the standards as defined by the Green Flag Award
Scheme; further details about the scheme are available at www.greenflagaward.org.uk

The following Green Flag assessment criteria are used as a focus for the development of the
park.

¢ A welcoming place

¢ Healthy, safe and secure

e Well maintained and clean

e Environmental management

e Biodiversity, landscape and heritage
e Community involvement

e Marketing and communication

e Management

4.1 A welcoming place

There are seven main pedestrian entrances to Heswall Dales and one permissive bridleway. In
addition the Wirral Way cycle and walking route runs close by to the park, information about this
can be found here:

https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path _name=Wirral+Way

Signage
New fingerposts have been installed since 2019 to improve signage for visitors around the park.
An existing signpost also exists along the permissive horse route.

Noticeboards
A new noticeboard was installed in Spring 2020. The noticeboard is located close to the Ranger’'s
Office and contains information about the Dales and how volunteer or join the Friends group.

An existing noticeboard is in place at the entrance from Oldfield Road, and which is shared by
Dale Farm (Not-for-profit organisation located inside the Dales) and the Friends of Heswall Dales.
Another noticeboard, on the other side of the Dales at the Bush Way entrance, was funded by
Dale Farm, the Wirral Society, The Friends of Heswall Dales and Wirral Council.

4.2 Healthy, safe and secure

Annual Site Health and Safety Inspection

The following items are appraised on the annual site inspection of the park:
Paths, steps, ramps

Walls, fences, gates

Buildings

Furniture — signs, seats, litterbins etc.

Soft landscape — grass, planted areas, water features etc.

Trees
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Arboricultural maintenance

Tree safety inspections are conducted by the councils appointed professional arboricultural
specialist. Work is then contracted out and conducted on a priority basis. Heswall Dales was
surveyed and work completed in 2019. A procedure has been written which describes the basic
steps when a member of staff has concerns regarding a specific tree or trees. The staff member
should report the tree to the Heswall Dales Manager. The manager then passes the information
onto the Tree and Woodland Officer or Assistant Senior Manager, who will instruct a contractor
to do the work if required. Wirral Council’'s grounds maintenance team undertake a programme
of seasonal tree work related to tree safety and amenity works when needed. Tree work related
to woodland management and habitat management is carried out by the Rangers with the help
of volunteers based on the HLS agreement.

Control of dogs and dog fouling

The Dales is very popular with dog walkers, with the vast majority presenting no issue to the park
or its users. However, we know from the evidence produced from the Wirral Parks Survey (2012)
that dog fouling and dogs off leads are a major concern for park users across the Wirral. Not only
is dog waste a problem to human users, it has detrimental effects on the heathland by adding
nutrients to the soil. Therefore, in response, in 2019 Parks and Countryside team have installed
three new bins to combat dog fouling in the park. In addition, the Friends group as well as regularly
picking up dog waste have been trying an educational approach to the problem by means of polite
notices or personal contact. For further information regarding dog fouling, visit:
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/environmental-problems/street-care-and-cleaning/dog-fouling

Anti-social behaviour

The park is covered by Byelaws, made under Section 164 of the Public Health Act, 1875 although
many have been replaced by wider national legislation. There are very few problems with
vandalism and graffiti at the park. The council has a graffiti team who can be called upon to deal
with incidents. any graffiti that is perceived to be racist and/or offensive will be logged, and a
service request generated to the contractor responsible for removing graffiti. The target time for
the removal of graffiti of this nature is within 24 hours. If the graffiti is not racist and/or offensive
in nature, it will only be removed from property belonging to the Council The target for removal is
within 10 working days. The Rangers work with many local groups, to instil a sense of ownership
of the park and an understanding of the problems caused by anti-social behaviour. Groups help
the rangers with tasks such as litter picking, conservation or clearing fly-tipping. Wirral Council’s
Community Patrol is established to provide a 24-hour response to any concerns notified to them
regarding anti-social behaviour occurring within Council owned land. The Patrol provides a
reactive response to calls from the public and Council staff and generally they do not undertake
routine patrolling. Problems of a persistent or on-going nature however can be raised with the
team. To report an issue please visit:
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/communities-and-neighbourhoods/anti-social-behaviour/report-anti-
social-behaviour

Alternatively call 0151 606 2020 Mon-Fri 8:45am-5pm.
or 0151 666 5265 (for out of hours).

Buildings

All buildings are locked at night. The Council’s Asset Management Team is responsible for repair
and maintenance of buildings and to ensure that buildings comply with legislative requirements.
The Rangers support the management of the facilities by inspecting buildings and reporting any
problems to the Asset Management Team. (See Appendix 19, 20 and 21).
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4.3 Well maintained and clean

Rangers based at Wirral Country Park undertake regular patrols and make note of any minor
maintenance issues as they arise. The Heswall Dales Manager actions anything that cannot be
dealt with by the Rangers e.g. building repair works.

Litter management

There are litter bins situated on all main entrances. The bins are emptied as needed, usually twice
a week during the high season. Rangers and volunteers routinely litter pick as needed, with all
other members of parks staff are prepared to pick up litter as and when they see it. Any reports
of littering or fly tipping are dealt with as soon as possible either by the Rangers or the park staff.

Paths

Paths are kept clean and litter free, with path upgrades on a rolling program. In 2018 a large
section of path was improved and repaired using a sandstone that was agreed by Natural England
to be suitable for the site. Public Rights of Way are managed with support from Wirral Council’s
Local Paths Liaison Officer
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4.4 Environmental management

Wirral Parks and Countryside put sustainability at the heart of decision making and service
delivery. We seek to have a positive impact on the environment, both now and for the future. Our
key commitments are:
e Improve our sustainable performance
e Comply with environmental legislation
e Purchase sustainably
Use natural resources sustainably
Travel sustainably
Minimise waste
Manage land sustainability
Raise Awareness
Work in partnership

Peat Usage

There is no peat usage in any capacity for the Dales, which is both a policy for all parks and
countryside sites across the Wirral and a requirement of the SSSI to not introduce organic matter
to the site.

Chemical use

As detailed in the “Operations likely to damage the special interest” of the Heswall Dales, the
application of pesticides, including herbicides (weedkillers) is not allowed. The exception to this
rule is for bracken control and for stump treating trees such silver birch as detailed in Appendix
2 or for control of non-native invasive species. Chemical storage and usage complies with
requirements as defined in the current herbicide handling legislation and Official Controls (Plant
Protection Products) Regulations 2020 (OCR)

For further information please go to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-official-controls-plant-protection-products-
requlations-2020-policy-statement/the-official-controls-plant-protection-products-regulations-
2020-policy-statement

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) assessment records of all chemicals are
retained in the Rangers Office and at Wirral Country Park.

Invasive species management

The following non-native species (Daffodil, Spanish Bluebell, Variegated Yellow Archangel, and
non-native invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam should be
eradicated due to their ability to take over and shade out native ground flora.

Energy and water
The Rangers Office is heated and supplied with hot water by a condensing ‘combi’ gas boiler.

Climate change adaption
In 2019 Wirral Borough Council declared a Climate Emergency. As part of this it is a developed
climate change adaption strategy, which has two main goals:

e to substantially cut climate pollution associated with Wirral

e to adapt Wirral to unavoidable climate change

The strategy and yearly progress reports are available here: https://www.wirral.gov.uk/about-
council/climate-change-and-sustainability/cool-climate-change-strategy
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4.5 Biodiversity, landscape and heritage

Heswall Dales has been a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest since 1979 and is one of
the best remaining examples of lowland heath in Merseyside. The priority for site management
has always been the protection of the lowland heath habitat and the flora and fauna it supports.
The site has been recorded as ‘unfavourable’ by Natural England since 1998. Large areas of
gorse and bracken cover much of the site along with invasive birch. Heswall Dales is under an
Environmental Stewardship Scheme with Natural England to restore areas of lowland heath and
the associated plant and animal communities.

Butterflies in the Heswall Dales are diverse. From the top-left clockwise, the above selection shows: Peacock,
Meadow Brown, Comma, Common Blue, Red Admiral and Gatekeeper.

4.6 Community involvement

The Heswall Dales is surrounded by the town of Heswall, and as such is popular for involving
the communities surrounding it.

Friends of Heswall Dales

There is a well-established and active Friends of Heswall Dales group that meet regularly and are
in regular contact with the council. Their website is full of wonderful information about the Dales
and includes information on walking routes, fundraising and contact information. The Friends of
Heswall Dales have organised seminars on lowland heath management and assist in fundraising
with monies used to manage the site. Their website can be found here:

https://www.heswalldalesfriends.co.uk/
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Wirral Evolutions and Dale Farm Trust

Wirral Evolutions and Dale Farm Trust work in partnership to provide life skills for adults with
disabilities. The service users grow food on site and manage beehives. Produce is sold in the
small on-site shop and at other local outlets. The service users have access to a sensory garden
and undertake some tasks on the Dales with the Ranger and the Friends of Heswall Dales.

Volunteers

Heswall Dales has many volunteers, which meet on a Wednesday every week to carry out work
on site to conserve the rare habitat. Information about volunteering can be found on the Wirral
Council’'s Website or the Friends website
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4.7 Marketing and communication

Heswall Dales is widely advertised and site information is available across many different
platforms:

e Wirral Council website: Includes information on opening hours, facilities, access
information, contact details and link to the Green Flag management plan for the site.

e Friends of Heswall Dales Website: wealth of information about the site, walking routes and

information on how to volunteer.

Friends of Heswall Dales Facebook Page: Regular updates about the site

Dale Farm Trust Website

Wirral Parks Forum : Information and pictures of the site

Visit Wirral Website: Walking information about the Heswall Dales

Wirral's Circular Trail: A circular cycle trail around the Wirral runs nearby to the Dales.

Newspapers: Walking routes such as these advertised in the Cheshire Life and the

Liverpool Echo.

4.8 Management

Wirral Council is responsible for the management and maintenance of the site (see figure below
for service organisational chart). Wirral’s Parks and Countryside is responsible for the day to day
maintenance and management with support from

Enquiries regarding the management and maintenance of the park can be made directly to the
Heswall Dales Manager: wcp@wirral.gov.uk
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5 APPENDICES

5.1 SSSI Citation (Heswall Dales)

File ref: SJ 28/6
County: Merseyside Site Name: Heswall Dales

District: Wirral

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.
Local Planning Authority: Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

National Grid Reference: SJ 261821 Area: 29.6 (ha) 73.1 (ac)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 108 1:10,000: SJ 28 SE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1979 Date of Last Revision: —

Date of Last Revision:
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1983 1986

Other Information:
1. The site boundary has been extended at this revision.

Description and Reasons for Notification:

Heswall Dales is located 1 km north west of the town of Heswall. The site is underlain by Triassic
sandstone over which podsolic soils have developed and consists of a humber of small deep
water worn valleys. These soils support a fine representative dry heathland community which
has been invaded by bracken, birch-oak woodland and gorse scrub. Damp heath and acidic
marshy grassland has developed along some of the natural water courses.

Heswall Dales is regarded as the second best example of lowland heath in Merseyside. It is
ranked second to Thurstaston Common which is larger and botanically more diverse.

The majority of the dry heath is dominated by heather Calluna vulgaris with wavy hair-grass, mat-
grass, gorse Ulex europaeus and bilberry also important components of this community. Tormentil
Potentilla erecta and heath bedstraw Galium saxatile are the commonest herbs. On the drier
sandier soils this habitat type gives way to an assemblage of bell heather Erica cinerea and
western gorse Ulex gallii. This latter species has a distinct western distribution in Britain and is
found on only a few localities in Merseyside.

The wetter areas are dominated by purple moor-grass with cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix,
sharp-flowered rush, bulbous rush, soft rush and deer grass Trichophorum cespitosum. Common
cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium and tawny sedge Carex hostiana are also important
constituents of this community. These wet areas are the most interesting botanically and contain
such species as many-stalked spike rush Eleocharis multicaulis and green-ribbed sedge Carex
binervis, both of which have a very localised distribution in Merseyside.

Birch-oak woodland has developed over some of the site. The younger woodland is mainly
composed of silver and downy birch with pedunculate oak and rowan occasionally found. In the
older more mature woodland, birch is still the main tree species, but oak and rowan are more
abundant and whitebeam Sorbus aria, hawthorn and elder are common in the understorey. Alder
and grey willow are found in wetter parts of the wood, principally along the stream which runs
through the eastern-most dale. Pendulous sedge Carex pendula is also commonly found on the
site.
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5.2

12

13a
13b

13c
14

15
20
21

22

23

24

26

27
28

Operations likely to damage the special interest

Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing, and re-seeding.

Grazing, the introduction of grazing and changes in the grazing regime (including type of
stock, intensity or seasonal pattern of grazing and cessation of grazing).

The introduction of stock feeding and changes in stock feeding practice.

The introduction of mowing or other methods of cutting vegetation and changes in the
mowing or cutting regime (including hay making to silage and cessation).

Application of manure, fertilisers and lime.

Application of pesticides, including herbicides (weedkillers).

Dumping, spreading or discharge of any materials.

Burning and changes in the pattern or frequency of burning.

The release into the site of any wild, feral or domestic animal*, plant or seed.
The killing or removal of any wild animal*, including pest control.

The destruction, displacement, removal or cutting of any plant or plant remains, including
tree, shrub, herb, hedge, dead or decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungus, leaf-mould or turf.
The introduction of tree and/or woodland management+ and changes in tree and/or
woodland management+.

Drainage (including the use of mole, tile, tunnel or other artificial drains).

Modification of the structure of watercourses (eg streams), including their banks and beds,
as by re-alignment, re-grading and dredging.

Management of aquatic and bank vegetation for drainage purposes.

The changing of water levels and tables and water utilisation (including irrigation, storage
and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes).

Infilling of ponds, pools or marshes.

Extraction of minerals, including peat, topsoil and subsoil.

Construction, removal or destruction of roads, tracks, walls, fences, hardstands, banks,
ditches or other earthworks, or the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables,
above or below ground.

Storage of materials on the site.

Erection of permanent or temporary structures, or the undertaking of engineering works,
including drilling.

Modification of natural or man-made features, clearance of boulders, large stones, loose

rock or scree and battering, buttressing or grading rock-faces and cuttings, infilling of pits
and quarries.

Use of vehicles likely to damage or disturb the flora or fauna.
Recreational or other activities likely to damage the flora or fauna.

Introduction of game or waterfowl management and changes in game and waterfowl
management and hunting practice.

‘animal’ includes any mammal, reptile, amphibian, bird, fish or invertebrate.
including afforestation, planting, clear and selective felling, thinning, coppicing,

modification of the stand or underwood, changes in species composition,
cessation of management.
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5.3 Higher Level Stewardship Agreement
General conditions on all Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) agreement land:

On your HLS agreement land you must follow the general management conditions set out below,
unless specifically stated otherwise in a subsequent section of this agreement. HLS agreement
land is all land on which Higher Level Stewardship management prescriptions apply, including
items within a Capital Works Plan

e Do not apply lime.

e On the conventional land that you manage: do not apply pesticides, except for the control
of spear thistle, creeping thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock, common ragwort, nettles
or other undesirable species named in your agreement. Herbicides may only be applied to
these species by weedwiper or by spot treatment.

e Do not allow your agreement land to be levelled, infilled, used for the storage or dumping
of materials or used by motor vehicles or machinery (except where necessary for the
management of the land), if this is likely to cause long-term damage from rutting or
compaction of the soil, or otherwise damage areas being managed under the scheme.

e Do not light fires (including burning brash or cuttings) where they could cause damage to
features of archaeological or historic interest, or within ten metres of tree canopies or on
any areas managed for their wildlife habitat interest. (This does not restrict your ability to
manage heathland vegetation by controlled burning in compliance with the Heather and
Grass Burning Regulations 1986 and accompanying Code.)

e Do not allow your agreement land to be used for organised games or sports, rallies,
camping or caravanning, shows or sales where this is likely to damage areas being
managed for their wildlife habitat interest or features of archaeological or historic interest;
where this is likely to cause excessive or unreasonable disturbance to wildlife being
encouraged under your agreement; or where this would cause unreasonable restriction to
Public Rights of Way or "access land" as designated under the Countryside and Rights of
Way Act 2000.

e Do not carry out or permit metal detecting or archaeological fieldwork on any of the
archaeological sites on your holding identified in your Farm Environment Plan, unless
agreed with your Natural England adviser in writing. In some cases a derogation will also
be required.

Restoration of lowland heath

General description of the management required:

This option is aimed at restoration of lowland heathland that is not currently in good/favourable
condition, including on sites whose management has been neglected. Such sites are likely to
have become degraded by scrub, bracken, gorse, invasive grasses or secondary woodland
encroachment, and in some cases overgrazing and too frequent burning, and may or may not
currently be under active management. Soil type, management history and location in relation to
existing heathland sites will be significant factors in determining suitability. Significant site
clearance and weed control may be needed, but it is expected that, following suitable treatment,
heathland vegetation will re-establish without the need for seeding from external sources. This
option will help to restore and strengthen the vegetation mosaics characteristic of lowland
heathland, and thus enhance the integrity of the historic landscape character of the area, retain
and manage historic environment features and benefit heathland wildlife.
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Indicators of success

By year 5, cover of dwarf shrubs should be between 10% and 90% (Calluna vulgaris, E.
cinerea, E. Tetralix, Ulex gallii, Vaccinium myrtillus, Empetrum nigrum).

By year 10 cover of dwarf shrubs (Calluna vulgaris, E. cinerea, E. Tetralix, Ulex gallii,
Vaccinium myrtillus) should be between >50% of the whole site and 75% to 90% of each
heathland compartment.

By year 5, there should be a wide range of age classes of ericaceous cover present. This
should include between 10% and 40% cover of pioneer stage / between 10% and 50%
cover of degenerate stage and no more than 20% cover of dead ericaceous cover.

By year 10, there should be a wide range of age classes of ericaceous cover present. This
should include between 10% and 40% cover of pioneer stage (including pseudo-pioneer)
/ between 20% and 80% building and mature phase / between 10% and 30% cover of
degenerate stage and no more than 10% cover of dead ericaceous cover. A variation of
growth phases should be

present within individual compartments — not just across the site.

By year 5, recently burnt areas should cover less than 10% of the land.

By year 10, recently burnt areas should cover less than 5% of the land.

By year 3, cover of Common / Western Gorse should be less than 50% with Ulex
europaeus less than 25% across the whole heathland species.

By year 10, cover of bare ground should be at least 1% but not more than 10% and should
consist of firm, sunlit, horizontal, sloping or vertical exposed bare ground, with no more
than 1% heavily disturbed.

By year 5, a firebreak network should be established over at least the area of land where
a firebreak is considered necessary, this can make use of footpaths and access routes.
By year 5, at least 2 desirable wildflower species such as (Armeria maritima,

Galium saxatile, Genista anglica, Hypochaeris radicata, Lotus corniculatus,

Plantago lanceolata, Plantago maritima, Polygala serpyllifolia, Potentilla erecta, Rumex
acetosella, Scilla verna, Serratula tinctoria, Thymus praecox, Viola riviniana) should be
occasional.

By year 10, cover of bryophytes should be at least >10% and lichens should be at least
>5%.

All SSSI land should be in favourable or recovering condition.

By year 10, at least 1 graminoid species should be frequent and 2 species at least
occasional such as (Agrostis spp., Ammophila arenaria, Carex spp., Danthonia
decumbens, Deschampsia flexuosa, Festuca spp., Molinia caerulea, Nardus stricta,
Trichophorum cespitosum) but Deschampsia flexuosa and Nardus stricta no more than
occasional and <25% cover.

Maintenance of woodland

General description of the management required:

The aim of this option is to maintain farm woodlands to benefit wildlife and protect and strengthen
the local landscape character. It is only appropriate where the woodlands are part of the farmed
landscape or part of the management of the agricultural holding (e.g. grazed). The option may
require the exclusion or management of livestock. Open areas within the woodland may need to
be managed. Tree protection, coppicing or pollarding may be required to maintain or enhance the
woodland and these may be funded under HLS capital items.
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Indicators of success

e Tree species Oak / Birch should be present at irregular spacing’s, with an overall canopy
cover of between 50% and 100% of the area.

e Cover of shrubs (dwarf scrub - Erica cinerea, Calluna vulgaris, Vaccinium myrtillus should
be between 10% and 100%.

e At least 2 of the following desirable woodland flora species (Deschampsia flexuosa,
Pteridrum aquilinum, Erica cinerea, Calluna vulgaris, Vaccinium myrtillus) should be at
least occasional.

e By year 4, none of the following undesirable species (beech, rhododendron, sycamore)
should be more than occasional.

e All SSSI land should be in favourable or recovering condition.

e By year 5 the following non-native species (Daffodil, Spanish Bluebell, Variegated Yellow
Archangel, and non native invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan
Balsam should be eradicated due to their ability to take over and shade out native ground
flora

Management prescriptions; the dos and don’ts of management The following rules apply
across the whole area being managed under this option. Follow the agreed capital works
programme produced as part of the HLS agreement.

e Prevent damage to trees from livestock /wild mammals / deer / grey squirrels / rabbits. This
includes damage caused by browsing, bark stripping, rubbing against trees or guards and
soil compaction below canopies.

e Unless otherwise agreed with your Natural England adviser, all mature or over-mature
standing trees and all standing and fallen deadwood must be retained, unless it is a
genuine safety hazard. Tree surgery must be limited to that required for the safety of people
and livestock.

e There must be no application of nutrients such as fertilisers, organic manures or waste
materials (including sewage sludge).

e Supplementary feeding is not permitted.

e There must be no ploughing or other cultivation, reseeding, rolling or chain harrowing.

e There must be no new drainage or modification/improvement to existing drainage systems.
Existing drains can be maintained.

e Bonfires are not permitted.

e Inyear1to 4, follow a programme (agreed as your capital works plan) of rotational Bracken
management through cutting / bruising / spraying / burning. Never manage more than 30%
of the site in any one year.

e Inyear 1 to 4, follow a programme (agreed as your capital works plan) of rotational scrub
management. Never manage more than half of the site in any one year and never
completely eradicate scrub from the site.

e Control all Daffodil, Spanish Bluebell, Variegated Yellow Archangel, and non native
invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam.
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Management prescriptions; the dos and don’ts of management

The following rules apply across the whole area being managed under this option.

Remove areas of scrub and invasive trees agreed with your Natural England contact, together
with arisings. Control unbrowsed regrowth with approved herbicide or by stump winching but do
not carry out stump removal on archaeological features. Tree and scrub species include: Betula
spp., Prunus spinosa, Pinus spp., Runus spp., Sarathamnus scoparius, Quercus spp., Hippophae
rhamnoide..

Restore a balanced range of dwarf shrub age classes by burning, or cutting and removing
a number of patches each year. The area to be restored will depend on existing structure
composition, but each should be less than 5ha.

Control bracken in areas agreed with your Natural England adviser. Use an approved
herbicide or, if no ground-nesting birds, deer or other vulnerable wildlife are present, cut
twice annually or bruise with a suitable roller. Remove or till the compact litter mat where
it is greater than 5¢cm deep. Take advice from your Natural England adviser if the work will
be done on areas with archaeological interest.

In areas targeted to benefit rare species and where no bare ground exists, remove turf
from small 5-20m2 areas or strips to create a number of patches scattered in unshaded
areas across the site. A small pushed blade is the preferred tool to use for turf removal.
Do not use this prescription on archaeological sites or historic features.

Agree a plan with your Natural England adviser to reverse any drainage of wet heath or
mire to restore original hydrology.

Provide fire control measures as agreed with your Natural England adviser, including fire
breaks, a fire plan and an adequate water supply.

After successful establishment, operations involving ploughing, sub-surface cultivation,
reseeding, installation of new drainage or modification of existing drainage systems are
not permitted unless agreed with your Natural England adviser.

Do not apply fertilisers, organic manures, lime or waste materials (including sewage
sludge.

Supplementary feeding should be confined to mineral blocks.

Control undesirable plant species such as Creeping Thistle /Spear Thistle /Curled Dock
/Broad-leaved Dock / Common Ragwort / other herbaceous spp include: Cirsium arvense,
Digitalis purpurea, Epilobium spp, (excluding. E. Palustre), Chamerion angustifolium,
Juncus effuses, J.squarrosus, Ranunculus spp., senecio spp., Rumex obtusifolius., Urtica
dioia, ‘course grasses’ so that by year 5 there cover is less that 15% and by year 10 their
cover is less than 1%. Agree control methods with your Natural England adviser. Control
undesirable exotic species so that by year 10 there is <1% negative indicators — exotics
include: Rhododendron ponticum, Gaultheria shallon, Fallopia japonica.

Control trees / scrub so that by year 5 their cover is less than 25% and by year 10 their
cover is less than 15% in each heathland compartment. Some scrub and trees should be
maintained.

Follow the agreed capital works programme produced as part of this HLS agreement.

Additional management requirement

Wood brash and cut scrub must not be stored on areas of heathland, it must be removed
from the site. Heaps of wood chip from cut scrub must not be stored on site, it must be
removed from site.

Woodchip can be applied to designated Public Rights of Way within the woodland area
with permission from the Council ROW Department. Woodchip cannot be placed on any
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other paths or tracks on the heath area of the heath/wood interface. Any chippings spread
on footpaths within woodland areas may be spread up to a maximum depth of 5 inches.
e Maintain patches, links and transitions between lowland heathland (wet and dry) and birch-
oak woodland in extent and, where appropriate, in location.
e Maintain presence of the following species within wet heath habitats: See Conservation
Objectives for more details Sphagnum species including:
Sphagnum compactum
Sphagnum auriculatum var auriculatum
Sphagnum cuspidatum
Sphagnum fimbriatum
Sphagnum recurvum var mucronatum
Sphagnum papillosum
Sphagnum capillifolium
Drosera intermedia

e Control all Daffodil, Spanish Bluebell, Variegated Yellow Archangel and non native
invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam.

Bracken control supplement
General description of the management required:

This option is aimed at controlling the spread, or removing existing stands, of bracken where it is
desirable to do so. This is usually for maintaining or restoring biodiversity value or protecting
archaeological sites. Bracken management can also help to maintain and conserve the diverse
vegetation mosaic characteristic of local landscapes.

Indicators of success

e By year 5, cover of bracken on feature (Wirral Borough Councils part of Heswall Dales
and Caldy Hill SSSI) should be between 0% and 10%, by year 10 it should be less than
10%.

Management prescriptions; the dos and don’ts of management
The following rules apply across the whole area being managed under this option.

e Control Bracken by cutting / applying herbicide / method agreed in writing with your
Natural England adviser. Wherever possible, the primary method of control should be by
mechanical means.

e Do not carry out chemical control of bracken where spray drift may settle on
watercourses, cliffs, ledges, limestone pavement, screes, gills, steep slopes or where
important fern species or susceptible communities are present.

e Do not undertake any chemical control in water catchment areas without the necessary
prior consent from the Environment Agency.

e The area treated in each year should be small enough for the agreement holder to be
able to carry out any necessary follow-up control using the resources available to them.

e Temporary grazing control techniques should be implemented to protect vegetation
regeneration where necessary. Details agreed in writing with your Natural England
adviser.

¢ Any re-infestation during the term of the agreement should be effectively controlled and
removed.
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5.4 HESWALL DALES BOTANICAL SURVEY AUGUST 2020

info@wirralwildlife.org.uk
www.wirralwildlife.org.uk
7 December 2020

This report compares the 2020 surveys to two previous ones: all used Rangers 1998 management
compartments, as far as possible.
e 1998 Heathland plant species recorded by Tim Gannicliffe.
e 2011 sample areas recorded by Sue Craggs.
e 2020 heathland and a little woodland recorded by Wirral Wildlife team. Woodland to be
continued in 2021.

A habitat map from 1980 was also retrieved (by a Heswall Society member). It is not easy to tie
up with the later maps, not least because no paths are marked, but it shows some useful things
from a date near to that of the SSSI citation.

Priorities for management in the near future (see map):
1) Clear birch and European gorse from:
1A) Area below bottom path, comp 1,3,5. Especially large area of birch over Ling in eastern
part of comp 3, and upper edges of all compartments where there is a greater variety of shrubs.
1B) parts of comp 5 and 7 above the bottom path (5.2, 7.4 on map) and continue clearance
on the rest of those compartments, especially 5.1.
2) Continue control of birch and European gorse in
Comp 1 good area of slightly grassy heath.
Comp 4 good bilberry area
Comp 8 good mixed heathland
Comp 11 especially European gorse on and around heathland area
Comp 13 manage birch and European gorse and consider more clearance to extend
heathland to edge of plateau.
Comp 14 bracken. It seems the eastern part of the Dales has long had abundant bracken, and
it is worth being selective about where to try control (where it is invading good heathland) and
where to tolerate it (e.g. under semi-mature birch woodland)
3) Path management: continue campaign against dog fouling, as this is raising nutrient levels.
Keep European gorse edges maintained, with windows for views and a rolling programme for
the rest, so the paths do not become visual tunnels.

General observations for all site:

Paths: the paths inevitably are affected by dog urine and faeces, despite efforts to clear the latter.
This is reflected in the presence of non-heathland species such as ryegrass and dock, and the
occasional garden escape, though none are present in large amounts. There is little that can be
done about urine, but efforts to persuade walkers to clear up faeces after their dogs need to be
supported.

European gorse as a "hedge’ to the paths: this was encouraged by the previous Ranger as a way
of keeping dogs out of the dwarf shrub areas, and is successful at that. However, under the
difficulties of the last few years it has grown too tall in many places, so that walkers experience a
green tunnel edged by head-high gorse and cannot see into the heathland panels to enjoy the
flowers in summer, or see some of the views across the Dee estuary. There needs to be a
programme of keeping the European gorse trimmed annually in selected lengths (for views into
heathland and across the Dee) and with a rolling programme of trimming for other lengths so it
does not get out of hand. Regular trimming would also reduce the seed rain onto adjacent
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heathland. When cutting, the gorse could be cut as low as possible, compatible with dissuading
dogs/their owners from accessing the heathland, to reduce the cutting frequency.

Heathland on the Dales is in most of the site dominated by dwarf shrubs, with little in the way of
grassy heath (only C1,C14). This may not matter, but it does seem that other heathland species
have reduced — see citation. Small-scale but thorough disturbance may be desirable, cutting the
shrubs to ground level and clearing, or even stripping "topsoil’ — both techniques have been used
successfully on Thurstaston Common SSSI. Only the flatter and more accessible areas could be
done by machine, which will limit the scope for this.

Gains — part of compartments 1a, 11, 13

Losses — compartment 2 (but see below re 1980 map), damp heath in C8, parts of 3,5 and 7
Maintained as heath over all surveys - compartment 1b, 3+1+5 below bottom path, 3,8,14;

parts of 5(above path), 3 and 7 which have been recently cleared but have more to do.

Comparing the 1998 map (which may have over-estimated heathland extent) to the 2020 one,
the largest loss is in the private areas north of the horse-path, between the two access points
onto Oldfield Road. This area was not surveyed, but there appears to be much birch woodland
and relatively little heathland there now. Natural England need to take this up with private owners.
Damp heath: In comp 8, the changed vegetation, from damp heath around 1980 to soft rush in
1998 to purple moor-grass now, suggests that water supply has reduced but also probably
changed in quality. Increased birch woodland on private land and in the LNR must be taking up
more water, and drainage may have been installed in the private areas. The tiny stream that feeds
the damp area comes from the gardens above the SSSI, and contamination by fertilisers and
pesticides is possible. Bunding the base of the damp area and persuading private owners to
remove some woodland might make it wetter, but probably not help water quality. Breaking up
the dense mat of purple moor grass might give any seed bank a chance to germinate. At present,
concentrating on restoring the dry heath seems to be a greater priority.

Comparisons to 1980 map:

There is already much birch woodland marked in the valleys and east of Dale Farm. The extent
of woodland does not seem to have greatly increased. The trees will have grown much taller in
the intervening 40 years, which may be part of what makes local people and Eric Greenwood say
there is a lot more birch than there used to be. However it is certainly true that there is a lot of
birch within heathland areas, and a constant battle to keep this under some sort of control.

Area 2 is marked as bracken, and is now birch and European gorse, so it has not has dwarf heath
for a long time if ever. It is therefore not a priority candidate for restoration.

Damp heath: there appear to be two areas on the 1980 map, the extant damp valley in comp 8,
and a long strip along a valley to the east of that. The valley is now woodland; surveys in spring
2021 will see if any trace of damp heath species remains.

The neck of land that joins the main Dales to Cleaver Heath is only partly shown on the 1980
map, but did contain some heathland. Restoration of this corridor to suitable habitat to allow
heathland species e.qg. lizards to move between the two parts is desirable, but will need Natural
England to work with the private owners.

Some heathland has been lost in privately-owned areas, which again is a matter for Natural
England to take up with the owners, including encouraging the few owners who have maintained
their heath in good condition.

There is a large area of dry heath marked in what must be comps 13 and 14. There is surviving
heath here, and restoration of more may be possible.

SSSi citation:

‘Damp heath and acidic marshy grassland have developed along some of the natural
watercourses’. unfortunately these areas seem to be now almost all woodland. Surveys in 2021
will look for what species may remain.
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‘Dry heath’ is still fairly like its description, but mat-grass was present in only tiny amounts, and
we did not find Heath Bedstraw or Tormentil. Some vigorous disturbance by hand or machine
might bring these back from a seedbank. The heathland has had low levels of soil disturbance for
some time, except where fires have occurred.

‘Wetter areas’ are reduced to the damp valley in C8 and the stream in the east valley (edge C14).
Most of the listed species have gone.

Oaks: The SSSI citation mentions Quercus robur but not either Q. petraea or the hybrid. This
must be an error in the citation. The hybrid was much less known when the SSSI citations were
last checked in the 1980s, so this was presumably a mis-identification, though the oaks on the
Dales all look closer to sessile than pediculate. Eric Greenwood (see below) is of the opinion that
nearly all the oaks are the hybrid, with a few sessile. The WW team varied in opinion but included
all oaks in sessile or hybrid (except the one known planted sapling in Area 8). The 1998 survey
also put the oaks down as pedunculate, presumably because of the citation.

Notes on compartments:

Compartment 1: recorded in all three surveys as 1a (larger section) and 1b (small triangle defined

by footpaths)

e la has changed over time: in 1998 it is recorded as dominated by Bracken with abundant
Birch, Wavy hairgrass and Common bent, but few dwarf shrubs. In 2010 there was a fire
‘near the Dale Farm polytunnels’, marked on map as where the Dale Farm boundary sticks
out into the Dales. In 2011 this part was recorded as having Ling and Bell-heather, little
else but notably Deer Grass and Heath Bedstraw (both Rare). By 2020, heathland shrubs
had increased, with Ling recorded Abundant, though there is still much bracken, bramble
(threading through the taller plants) and frequent birches. This is one of the few areas of
the SSSI with heathland grasses recorded as Frequent (wavy-hair, purple moor and
common bent).
Management seems to have improved this area in heathland terms, and is worth
continuing, especially to conserve one of the two good areas of grassy heath on the Dales.
e 1b (not recorded 2011) is similar in 1998 and 2020: abundant Ling and Western gorse,

occasional bracken and frequent birch. There has been recent management here to
reduce the birch. This disturbance has allowed some other heathland species to appear
e.g. soft-grass, sheep’s sorrel and heath groundsel.
Birch clearance is beneficial in disturbing seed banks and increasing plant diversity. Such
small-scale disturbance would have been normal when the heath was managed by people
for fuel, grazing, etc.
European gorse has increased throughout the compartment, not just as a path edge, and
needs control in some patches.
Compartment 1 is good heathland where it is well worth continuing birch control, to
maintain the dwarf shrubs and acid grassland.

Compartment 2: recorded as heathland in 1998, with abundant Ling and Western gorse, though
European gorse and Birch were already frequent. Recorded as bracken on the 1980 map. Now,
from the footpath, birch and gorse seem to have taken over completely and the area appears to
be incipient woodland. An attempt to survey will be done in 2021. It is unlikely that it will be worth
trying to reclaim this to heathland when so many more promising areas, which retain Ling under
the trees, need clearing.

Compartment 3, plus 1 and 5 south of bottom path: on the 1998 map the land south of the
bottom footpath seems to be divided between compartments 1 (part), 3, and 5(part). Any
boundaries are no longer visible onling the ground and the recording in 2020 covered this area in
two groups, east and west. In 2011, Sue Craggs recorded a patch on the upper part of C3 which
had been “cleared in 2009 by mechanical means’. In the last few years large parts of these
compartments have been cleared of birch by contractors.
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Ling is abundant in all surveys, but there are only small amounts of Western gorse and Bell
heather. After an area was cleared in 2009, Sue Craggs recorded much Ling and gorse
regeneration (including seedlings), abundant bracken but also abundant wavy hair-grass and
other grasses (early hair-grass, fescue, bent) and disturbance plants such as heath groundsel
and Foxglove.

Bracken is locally abundant in the western half, and towards the lower edge of the eastern half,
but is not a major problem here. The main impression is of low species diversity, with most variety
on the upper edge near the path. Some of the heather in all the compartment is getting over-
mature.

Comments by Andrew Brockbank on the western half:

This area would benefit from early removal of Birch seedlings and regrowth from within the stand.
Marginal clearance (approximately 5 metres wide of birch saplings and European gorse will also
release heathers including E. cinerea which are currently supressed.

Whilst the stand is in vigorous condition it is mostly in late building phase to mature and a little
becoming senescent. Consideration should be given to small-scale Autumn cutting and removal
of heather brash which could be spread to improve seed bank on any areas elsewhere on the
Dales where for example bracken and litter has been removed.

Further phase of marginal clearance of birch and gorse especially on SW side of compartment
could extend the heathland area over time.

Comments by Hilary Ash on eastern half:

More birch clearance needs to be done in the eastern-most part where there are dwarf shrubs
under the birches. Some thorough clearance of patches is desirable to open up the soil surface
for regeneration. On this slope it will not be easy to use machinery, but the option should be
explored. How did they do it in 20097

The woodland fringe at the bottom of the slope shields the adjacent houses and gardens from
view, but should not be allowed to spread up-slope.

Compartment 4: Notable for the plateau area being one of the areas where there is much Bilberry
(frequent in 1998, abundant in 2020) as well as having Ling and a little western gorse. Bracken is
abundant, through the volunteers are working on pulling it. Birch is frequent. The steep slope at
the eastern side has been wooded at least since 1998.

The plateau area is significant for bilberry and management should continue to control birch and
bracken to conserve this.

Compartment 5 north of bottom path; In 1998 is recorded as heathland with Abundant Ling
and some Western gorse. Birch was abundant and bracken frequent. Sue Craggs recorded a
sample area described as a valley, where bracken and birch were dominant but Ling still present.
In 2020 the western triangle (1) had been recently cleared of birch and European gorse, but there
was extensive re-growth and more work is needed.

The eastern two-thirds (2) was heavily dominated by European gorse, birch and bracken, though
there were still dwarf shrubs underneath in places, so worth clearing. This was good heathland
20 years ago and should be reclaimed if possible.

Compartment 6: valley south of the Sixty Steps. This was not recorded in 1998 so was
presumably already wooded. Survey 2021.

Compartment 7: not recorded in 1998; 2011 only recorded a sample in the wooded lower section

by Sixty Steps. However, the upper parts of this are in 2020 good heathland:
Working north (by comp 5) to south (by Sixty Steps):-
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3) Area burnt February 2019. Very good heathland regeneration. Mostly Ling/Heather (A) with
some Bell heather (O,LA) and Western gorse (O,LA). A very little birch and bracken, which could
be removed.

4) uncleared patch, but good heather under the 4m-tall birch, so worth clearing as a priority.

5) Woodland as land falls away near Sixty Steps — Birch and European gorse without dwarf
shrubs. Survey 2021.

Compartment 8: Heathland in all three surveys. 1998 records abundant Ling, occasional
Western gorse and a little bilberry, but not any bell heather. Birch was abundant. 2011 Birch and
European gorse were abundant, reducing the dwarf shrubs. 2020 parcel (1) heathland at south
end, is currently a very good area of dwarf shrubs, with few trees and little European gorse (this
area had been cut early 2020 by volunteers). However the Ling and Bell heather are aging, some
moribund, so rejuvenation is needed, e.g.by close cutting to ground in autumn. Birch is still
frequent and requires continual management. Bracken is abundant on slopes and needs
continued management to control spread.

Parcel (2) north of ditch = 1998 plateau. As in both former surveys, a good area of dwarf shrubs
- abundant Ling, with smaller amounts of Bell heather, Bilberry and Western gorse all mostly
Vigorous, some Intermediate. Bracken abundant in parts. Birch management needs to be
continued.

e Damp valley: this is mentioned in the SSSI citation, but has been steadily losing its species

of interest. Not recorded 1998 except to note purple moor-grass’ occasional, locally
abundant, in compartment. By 2011 Soft rush is the main wetland plant, though Green-
ribbed sedge is still locally frequent’, and there was much birch and European gorse
casting shade from the slopes. In 2020 the area is even less wet, soft rush has declined
and purple moor-grass is dominant, though at least 3 clumps of green-ribbed sedge were
still present. This suggests both drying out and increased nutrients compared to the 1980s,
when the citation was last revised. The wetness only lasts to an obvious lip of stone half-
way down, after which the flora is birch, bracken and bramble, as on the slopes surrounding
the upper part. Cross-leaved heath and all the other interesting sedges and rushes listed
in the citation seem to have gone long ago. Some may have grown in other wet patches,
but these are now all woodland.
There is probably little that can be done to reverse this situation, as the water supply from
the upper slopes has obviously reduced, and what there is probably carries nutrients from
gardens. It might be worth digging out some purple moor-grass (avoid the green-ribbed
sedge) to see if any more species regenerate from seedbank, but the chances must be
low.

Compartment 9: woodland, to do 2021.

Compartment 10: woodland, to do 2021. In 1998 it was mostly birch, European gorse and
bracken, with a little Ling and Bell heather.

Compartment 11: In 1998 dominated by birch and bracken, with no dwarf shrubs noted. However
there has been much management work to remove birch and reduce bracken, and recently (in
last few years) a small fire. The GPS was taken in the fire patch, which is regenerating well. There
is now frequent Ling, Bell heather and Western gorse, although European gorse is abundant and
needs control. It appears that management has significantly increased heathland in this area.

Compartment 12: private gardens

Compartment 13: plateau heathland, separated from C11 by large deep valley, which is wooded.
Birch has been recently cleared and bracken pulled. Part had a fire in February 2020, and there
are traces of an older burn about 3 years ago.
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Recorded as heathland in 1998, with abundant Ling, frequent western gorse, also some bell
heather. Birch was frequent. By 2011, Sue Craggs records the west end as mostly birch and
European gorse. The east part retained Ling, Bilberry (abundant in parts) and Bell heather but
had Dominant bracken. Recent management plus fires have restored good heathland on the
upper part of this. The most recent fire area is just starting to regenerate. It would be worth clearing
the edges of bracken and birch, especially round the fire site, to extend the heathland to the edge
of the plateau. The lower part is still heavily dominated by bracken, with frequent birch, but may
be worth clearing given how well the upper part is doing.

Compartment 14: heathland in western half but wooded in east as the land falls into the stream
valley.

Slopes recorded as heathland in 1998, with abundant Ling, occasional Western gorse and rare
Bell heather, but bracken was Frequent, locally abundant. In 2020 there is abundant bell heather
and Western gorse, frequent Bilberry and Ling, giving this area a slightly different appearance to
the rest of the SSSI, where Ling is usually the most abundant shrub. There are also frequent
heathland grasses (purple moor-grass and wavy-hair grass), as in C1. Bracken is abundant and
European gorse frequent — both need management to maintain this varied heath.

Hilary J Ash MA,PhD,MCIEEM
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5.5 HESWALL DALES SSSI, WIRRAL BOROUGH COUNCIL LAND - AUGUST 2020
Recorders: Hilary Ash HA, Alan Irving Al, June Mortazavi JM, Mathilde Baker-Schommer MBS, Tim Gannicliffe TG,

Taylor Lawton TL, Andrew Brockbank AB, Natasha Murwill NM

Compartment 1 - Heathland - 1A (SJ 25819 82332) - 15/8/2020 (TG, TL, JM)
1B (SJ 25737 82300) - 11/8/2020 (HA, NM)

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

moss specimens taken, to be ID.

P = Path, E = Edge

Calluna wulgaris
Erica cinerea

Ulex europaea
Ulex gallii
Vaccinium myrtillus

Bare ground

Agrostis capillaris
Aira praecox

Betula pendula

Betula pubescens
Betula x aurata
Castanea sativa
Chamaenerion angustifolium
Cotoneaster sp
Cytisus scoparius
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Geranium robertianum
Hieracium vagum
Holcus lanatus

Holcus mollis
Hypochaeris radicata
llex aquifolium

Lolium perenne
Lonerica periclymenum
Lotus pendunculatus
Molinia caerulea
Pinus nigra

Pinus sylvestris
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus cerris
Quercus x rosacea
Quercus petraea
Quercus sp

Rubus fruticosus agg
Rumex acetosella
Rumex obtusifolius
Senecio sylvaticus
Silene dioica

Sorbus aucuparia
Sorbus intermedia
Taxus baccata

Urtica dioica

Apis mellifera

Bombus lapidarius
Bombus lucorum/terrestris
Bombus pascuorum
Celastrina argiolus
Coccinella septempunctata
Lycaena phlaeus

Pyronia tithonus

Vanessa atalanta

Heather/ling
Bell-heather
European gorse
Western gorse
Bilberry

Common bent
Early hair-grass
Silver birch

Downy birch

Hybrid birch

Sweet chestnut
Rosebay willowherb
Cotoneaster

Broom

Wavwy hair-grass
Foxglove

Herb robert
Hawkweed
Yorkshire fog
Creeping soft-grass
Cat's-ear

Holly

Perennial rye-grass
Honeysuckle
Greater bird's-foot trefoil
Purple moor-grass
Black pine

Scots pine

Bracken

Turkey oak

Hybrid oak

Sessile oak

Oak

Bramble

Sheep's sorrel
Broad-leaved dock
Heath groundsel
Red campion
Rowan

Swedish whitebeam
Yew

Nettle

Honeybee
Red tail bumblebee

White/buff tail bumblebee
Common carder bumblebee

Holly blue butterfly
Seven spot ladybird
Small copper butterfly
Gatekeeper butterfly
Red admiral butterfly
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1B - Wooded Area - North edge by footpath

Understory almost none, Canopy 80% cover

Acer pseudoplatanus
Betula pendula
Betula x aurata

Pinus syivestris
Quercus petraea
Quercus x rosacea
Sambucus nigra
Sorbus intermedia
Taxus baccata

Ground flora

Acer pseudoplatanus
Aegopodium podagraria
Agrostis capillaris
Arrhenatherum elatius
Chamaenerion angustifolium
Digitalis purpurea
Dryopteris dilatata
Fagus sylvatica
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum

Hedera helix

llex aquilifolium

Lolium perenne
Lonerica periclymenum
Rosa canina

Rubus fruticosus

Sorbus aucuparia

Ulex europaeus

Urtica dioica

Compartment 2 - Woodland

Sycamore

Silver birch

Hybrid birch

Scots pine

Sessile oak

Hybrid oak

Elder

Swedish whitebeam
Yew

Sycamore

Ground elder
Common bent-grass
False oat-grass
Rosebay willowherb
Foxglove

Broad buckler fern
Beech

Herb robert

Wood avens

vy

Holly

Perennial rye-grass
Honeysuckle

Dog rose

Bramble

Rowan

Gorse

Nettle

(SM)

DOoOOOmwmoOomMmM=™

R (J)

R, L/IA

F

R (P)

R

R

R

R, (J) (P - planted as hedge to adjoining garden)
R

R

F, L/IA
0

R (P)

O

R

A

O (J+SM)
F

R

Compartment 3 - Heathland - Grid refs below- 18/8/2020 (HA,TG,MBS)

Some of the boundaries marked on the 1998 map are no longer obvious. This compartment was recorded by two teams; C1 is
approximately the western half of 1998 comp 3 plus comp 1 south of the main path. C2 is the rest of comp 3 and comp 5 below

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)
Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM=semi-mature, M=Mature

P = Path, E = Edge

Clwas recorded in two patches, the western heathland C1 W 2; and a scrubby areaC1 W 1
between that and C2 (see map attached to report for grid references)

Calluna vulgaris
Erica cinerea
Ulex europaea
Ulex gallii

Agrostis capillaris
Betula pendula

Betula pubescens
Betula x aurata
Chamaerion angustifolium
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Hieracium vagum

llex aquifolium sapling
llex x altclerensis

Pinus nigra

Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus petraea
Rubus fruticosus agg
Rumex acetosella
Senecio sylvaticus
Sorbus aucuparia
Polytrichum sp
Hypnum cupressiforme
Bare ground

Cladonia ?fimbriata
Cladonia ?rangiformis

Heather/ling
Bell-heather
European gorse
Western gorse

Common bent
Silver birch

Downy birch

Hybrid birch
Rosebay willowherb
Wavwy hair-grass
Foxglove
Hawkweed

Holly sapling
Highclere holly
Black pine

Bracken

Sessile oak
Bramble

Sheep's sorrel
Heath groundsel
Rowan

hair-cap moss
Cypress-leaved plait-moss
Bare ground

Pixie cup lichen
richly-branched lichen

Ciw 1 Ciw1 Cilw 2 Ciw 2
(0] \% A \
Oonfringes V
F \ O,LA fringes V
F fringes \%
F@Q) F,L/IA (J + SM)
R
R R
R R
R
R (M) 1 tree
F, L/IA O, L/R on fringes
R R
R R
R
R
R
F under Ling
F
38 R
R



NOTES - Andrew Brockbank

CW 1 Area occupying approximately 15% of the open habitat we surveyed. Potential dwarf-shrub heath
though showing primarily Ulex europaea, Betula pendula regeneration, Pteridium aquilinum

Small plants of Calluna vulgaris established beneath the gorse and bracken cover.

Approximate extent of this patch is shown as Comp C W Sect 1 on attached map.

CW 2 Dwarf-shrub heath predominantly Calluna vulgaris occupies approximately 85% of the open area

we surveyed. Although there are areas with dense cover of birch seedlings and regrowth

the common heather forms a continuous cover with some characteristics of Western dry heath
around the fringes where Ulex gallii is frequent and Erica cinerea appears occasionally.

Approximate extent of the heathland stand is shown as Comp C W Sect 2 on the attached map

with 5 GPS points recorded at the fringes: 25728220, 25678225, 25628225, 25678222, 25718219

C2 was recorded in three patches: C2a SJ2572 8218 C2b SJ2578 8217 to 2581 8214
C2c is roughly the 1998 area 5 and is listed under that

C2a C2a C2b

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling A V some | A
Erica cinerea Bell-heather (0] V some | F
Ulex europaea European gorse (0]
Ulex gallii Western gorse F V some | F
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry R V some | R
Agrostis capillaris Common bent R,P
Betula pendula Silver birch FLA,J FLAJ
Betula pubescens Downy birch R,J R,J
Betula x aurata Hybrid birch 0,J 0,J
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavwy hair-grass R
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R
Hieracium vagum Hawkweed R
llex aquifolium sapling Holly sapling R,J
llex x altclerensis Highclere holly R,J
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O, LA lower slope R
Quercus petraea Sessile oak 0,J 0,J
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble (e} (e}
Rumex acetosella Sheep's sorrel R,E
Senecio sylvaticus Heath groundsel R
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R,J R
Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss F,LA
Brachythecium rutabulum Rough-stalked feather-moss R

Hair-point moss R
Cladonia sp Pixie-cup lichen R

Apis mellifera

Honey bee

White/buff tail bumble bee

Common carder bumble bee

buff-tailed bumble bee queen  ID Chloe Aldridge from photo
red-tailed bumble bee

Bombus lucorum/terrestris
Bombus pascuorum
Bombus terrestris
Bombus lapidarius

Compartment land 3 : Woodland 18/8/2020 (3-5 HA,TG,MBS)
Down slope from Heathland in compartments 3 and 5, along edge of house gardens below.

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM=semi-mature, M=Mature
P = Path, E = Edge

Preliminary surveys: In C1 abundnace not attempted, # = present
C1W1 along SW edge of sub- compartment between GPS points 25728218 and 25708215

C2b
Ito M
ItoM
ItoM
ItoM

C1W?2 along SW edge of compartment between GPS points 25678222 and 25658218 (near the corner garden plot)

Canopy C2 Ciwi C1w2
Betula pendula Silver birch A (SM and M) D (M) D (M)
llex aquifolium Holly O,L/A # #

llex x altclerensis Highclere holly R

Pinus nigra Black pine R (M) # (M)
Pinus sylvestris Scots pine R (M)

Prunus sp Cherry #
Quercus petraea Sessile oak O (J and SM)

Quercus x rosacea Hybrid oak 039

Taxus baccata Yew #



Ground flora

Agrostis capillaris
Chamaenerion angustifolium
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Fagus sylvatica
Hedera helix

Hedera cv

Holcus lanatus
Lonicera peryclimenum
Crocosmiifolia
Pteridium aquilinum
Rubus fruticosus
Sorbus aucuparia

Ulex europaea

Ulex gallii

Vinca minor

Andricus fecundator
Andricus kollari
Cepaea hortensis
Phytomyza ilicis

Common bent # #
Rosebay willowherb R

Wavwy hair-grass R

Foxglove #
Beech

vy #
variegated ivy garden escape

Yorkshire fog #
Honeysuckle O,LA #
Montbretia garden escape #
Bracken A,LD #
Bramble O,LF #
Rowan R @) #
European gorse O,LA <4m tall #
Western gorse R

Lesser periwinkle garden escape #

artichoke gall on oak
marble gall on oak
white-lipped banded snail
holly leaf-miner

# (J)

H*

H*H H HH

The Black pines here and elsewhere on site are probably Austrian pine Pinus nigra ssp nigra

Compartment 4 - Heathland - SJ 2592 8211 - 15/8/20 (HA,Al,JM)

(Dwarf shrubs: V =Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)
Trees - J =juvenile - whips to sapling size, SM = semi mature, M = mature
This compartment has a damp patch (d) where former path diverted, P = Path

Calluna vulgaris
Ulex gallii
Vaccinium myrtillus

Agrostis capillaris
Betula pendula

Betula x aurata
Chamaenerion angustifolium
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Epilobium hirsutum
Geum urbanum
Hedera helix

llex aquifolium

Juncus effusus

Lolium perenne
Molinia caerulea
Phalaris arundinacea
Plantago major
Polygonum depressum
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus x rosacea
Quercus petraea
Ranunculus repens
Sorbus aucuparia
Sorbus intermedia
Taraxacum

Urtica dioica

Pyronia tithonus
Pararge aegeria

Heather/ling (inc.seedlings)
Western gorse
Bilberry

Common bent
Silver birch

Hybrid birch
Rosebay willowherb
Wavwy hair-grass
Foxglove

Great willowherb
Wood avens

vy

Holly

Soft rush

Perennial rye-grass
Purple moor-grass
Reed canary-grass
Greater plantain
Common knotgrass
Bracken

Hybrid oak

Sessile oak
Creeping buttercup
Rowan

Swedish whitebeam
Dandelion

Nettle

Cushion moss

Gatekeeper butterfly
Speckled Wood butterfly

Cleared of some woody plants recently

F, L/IA
R
A

< <<

O (P)

F, L/IA (M)
F,L/A (J)
R (P)

@)

R

R (d)

R (d)

R

0 J,SM)
R (d)

R (P byd)
F,L/Aind
R (d)

R (P)

R (d)

A (being pulled by volunteers)
R@)

O, L/F (3, SM)
R (d)

O (J,SMm)
R (SM)

R (P)

R (P)

O, L/A
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Compartment 5 - Heathland - SJ 2576 8215 TO SJ 25798212 - 18/8/20 (HA,TG,MBS)

1998 boundary no longer
traceable, so this refers to
approximately the same area
above the bottom path (below the
path was recorded with comp 3).

Western triangle recently cleared, needs more work, but some heathland plants present. Rest of compartment uncleared, but there is heather under tt

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees - J = juvenile - whips to sapling size, SM = semi mature, M = mature

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling A Isome M
Erica cinerea Bell-heather F |
Ulex europaea European gorse (e} |
Ulex gallii Western gorse A |
Betula pendula Silver birch A (J)

Betula x aurata Hybrid birch A(J)

Pinus nigra Black pine R (M)

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken (e}

Pinus nigra Black pine R

Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble (0]

Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss F
Compartment 6 - Woodland - SJ XXXX XXXX - DATE - (INITIALS)
Compartment 7 - Heathland - SJ 2588 8210 - 15/8/2020 (HA, Al, MBS)

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

P = Path

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling F, L/IA V, some |
Erica cinerea Bell-heather O, L/A \
Ulex europaea European gorse F, L/IA \
Ulex gallii Western gorse O, L/A \%
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry R, L/A \
Agrostis capillaris Common bent O, L/A (P)
Betula pendula Silver birch A (M)

Betula x aurata Hybrid birch A J)

Carex pilulifera Pill sedge R - c. 10 plants
Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay willowherb R (P)
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy hair-grass R, L/O (P)
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R

Geum urbanum Wood avens R (P)

Hedera helix vy R

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog O (P)
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O,L/F (P)

llex aquifolium Holly R

Lapsana communis Nipplewort R

Lolium perenne Perennial rye-grass O (P)

Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass R

Persicaria maculosa Redshank R

Pinus nigra Black pine R

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F, L/IA

Quercus x rosacea Hybrid oak 0@

Quercus petraea Sessile oak 0@

Quercus petraea Sessile oak O (M) (5 seen along paths)
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble (e}

Rumex acetosella Sheep's sorrel (@)
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved dock R (P)
Senecio sylvaticus Heath groundsel (e}
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan o))
Taxus baccata Yew R
Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss (e}
Brachythecium rutabulum Rough-stalked feather-moss R

Apis mellifera

Bombus lucorum/terrestis
Bombus pascuorum
Lycaena phlaeus

Earth ball

Honeybee
White/buff tail bumblebee

Common carder bumblebee

Small copper butterfly

41
R(P)



NOTES

Working north (by comp 5) to south (by Sixty Steps):

3) Area burnt February 2019. Very good heathland regeneration. Mostly Ling/heather (A) with some Bell heather (O, L/A) and

Western gorse (O, L/A). A very little birch and bracken, which could be removed.
4) Uncleared patch, but good heather under 4m tall birch, so worth clearing.
5) Woodland as land falls away near Sixty Steps - birch and European gorse without dwarf shrubs.

Woodland along path that divides compartment 7 from compartment 8, so growing in both. Preliminary survey.

Canopy
Betula pendula
Understorey

llex aquifolium
Quercus petraea
Sorbus aucuparia
Taxus baccata

Ground layer

Acer pseudoplatanus
Agrostis capillaris
Anthriscus sylvestris
Dactylis glomerata
Dryopteris dilatata
Dryopteris filix-mas
Geranium robertianum
Geum urbanum
Lonicera periclymenum
Pteridium acquilinum
Rubus fruticosus
Urtica dioica

Bare ground

Silver birch

Holly, SM
Sessile oak SM
Rowan SM
Yew

Sycamore J
Common bent
Cow parsley
Cocksfoot
Broad buckler-fern
Male fern
Herb Robert
Wood avens
Honeysuckle
Bracken
Bramble
Stinging nettle
Bare ground

D, 90% cover

very little cover, ca. 10%

Compartment 8 - Heathland - 1) SJ 2597 8215 2)SJ 2599 8212 - 15/8/2020 (HA, MBS, Al)

Two heathland areas separated by the damp valley.

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

P = Paths only E = Edge

Callluna vulgaris
Erica cinerea

Ulex europaea
Ulex gallii
Vaccinium myrtillus

Agrostis capillaris
Betula pendula
Betula x aurata
Castanea sativa

Chamaenerion angustifolium

Circaea lutetiana
Cotoneaster spp
Dactylis glomerata
Deschampsia flexuosa
Digitalis purpurea
Epilobium montanum
Fagus sylvatica
Geum urbanum
Hedera helix

llex aquifolium
Lapsana communis
Molinia caerulea
Plantago major
Pteridium aquilinum
Quercus x rosacea
Quercus petraea
Quercus robur
Rubus fruticosus agg
Sorbus aucuparia

Hypnum cupressiforme

Apis mellifera
Autographa gamma
Bombus lucorumfterrestris
Bombus pascuorum
Pieris rapae

Aeshna cyanea

Heather/ling
Bell-heather
European gorse
Western gorse
Bilberry

Common bent
Silver birch

Hybrid birch

Sweet chestnut
Rosebay willowherb
Enchanter's-nightshade
Cotoneaster
Cock's-foot grass
Wavy hair-grass
Foxglove
Broad-leaved willowherb
Beech

Wood avens

vy

Holly

Nipplewort

Purple moor-grass
Greater plantain
Bracken

Hybrid oak

Sessile oak
Pendunculate oak
Bramble

Rowan

Cypress-leaved plait-moss

Honey bee
Silver Y
White/buff tail bumble bee

Common carder bumble bee

Small white butterfly
Southern Hawker (male)

F, LA 1) M-, 2) V-1

F, LA )M, 2)1

F, LA 1)1, 2)V

O,LIA 1)1, 2)V

0, L/A 1)1, 2) V and L/A

R

F, L/A (M + SM)
F, L/A )

R J,P)

o

R

R ()

R (P)

R

R

O (P)

R (J-1 mtr)

R (P)

R

R (J - 60cm)

R (P + cut area)
O, L/A

R (P)

A

R, (J+ SM)

O (J +SM)

R (J)=1 planted by member of public, looking sick
O (E)

0@

O,LA



NOTES

1) Heathland at south end. Very good parcel of dwarf shrubs, with a few trees and little European gorse (this area had been cu
early 2020 by volunteers). Bracken on slopes. Two white-flowered bell heather - probably a natural colour form, as remote from
2) North of ditch. Good heathland with Ling, Bell heather, Bilberry and Western gorse, all mostly V, some I. Bracken abundant i
Compartment 8 - Damp Valley - SJ26038214 - 15/8/2020 (HA, JM, Al)

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling R \Y
Ulex gallii Western gorse R \%
Betula x aurata Hybrid birch F, L/A (J)

Carex binervis Green-ribbed sedge O
Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay willowherb R

Cytisus scoparius Broom O

Juncus effusus Soft rush R

Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass A,L/D
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F, L/IA

Quercus petraea Sessile oak R @)

Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble F

Salix cinerea Common sallow R @)

NOTES

Lip in ground about half way down. After that the flora is only Pteridium aquilinum, Rubus fruticosus and Betula sp, and conditic
giTn% area now dominated by Purple moor-grass, with bracken on slopes. Only trace of damp area flora listed in SSSI citatior
few plants of Green-ribbed sedge.

Compartment 9 - Woodlands - SIxxxxxxxx - date (initials)

Compartment 10 - Woodlands - SIxxxxxxxx - date (initials)

Compartment 11 - Heathland - SJ 2614 8120 - 17/8/2020 (HA, MBS, AB)

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

P = Path

Weather conditions: damp, cloudy, cool

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling F, L/A V (few )
Erica cinerea Bell-heather F,L/A \Y%
Ulex europaea European gorse A \%
Ulex gallii Western gorse O, L/A \%
Agrostis capillaris Common bent O, L/A (P)
Betula pendula Silver birch A

Betula x aurata Hybrid birch A

Carex pilulifera Pill sedge R
Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay willowherb R

Cytisus scoparius Broom R (P)

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot grass R (P)

Danthonia decumbens Heath-grass R

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavwy hair-grass R

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R

Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern R

Geranium cv Geranium garden escape R, L/A (P)
Geranium robertianum Herb robert R (P)

Hedera helix vy R

Hieracium vagum Hawkweed R (P)

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog R

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R

Lolium perenne Perennial rye-grass R (P)

Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass R

Nardus stricta Mat-grass R

Plantago major Greater plantain R (P)

Prunus laurocerasus Cherry laurel R (P) (LA at top of slope by houses)
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F, L/A (lower part)
Quercus petraea Sessile oak O (SM)
Quercus sp Oak O J)
Rhododendron ponticum agg Rhododendron R (2 plants)
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble O

Rumex acetosella Sheep's sorrel R

Senecio sylvaticus Heath groundsel R

Sonchus arvensis Perennial sow-thistle R (P)

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O (SM)

Stellaria media Common chickweed R (P)

Tamus communis Black bryony R (P)
Taraxacum agg Dandelion R (P) o
Taxus baccata Yew R @) 43
Trifolium repens White clover R (P)



Cladonia pyxidata Pixie cup lichen (e}

Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss O,LA
“Hair-point moss' (6]
“star moss' (@)

moss specimens taken, to be ID.
Chorthippus brunneus Common field grasshopper

Bare ground with mining bee (Andrena) holes R
Fox latrine, and 2 holes (disused fox holes?)

NOTES

Birch (Betula) felled and bracken (Pteridium aquilinium) pulled.
GPS takenin old fire patch - growing back well

Compartment 12 - Private land - not suneyed
Compartment 13 - Heathland - SJ 2623 8193 - 17/8/2020 (HA, MBS, AB, Al, JM, NM)
(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)

Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature
P = Path

Calluna vulgaris Heather/ling A, L/D V (few I)
Erica cinerea Bell-heather F, L/IA \Y
Ulex europaea European gorse F, LIA \Y
Ulex gallii Western gorse (e} \
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry O,L/A \
Agrostis capillaris Common bent R (P)
Arrhenatherum elatius False oat-grass R (P)
Betula pendula Silver birch F, LIA
Betula x aurata Hybrid birch F, LIA
Castanea sativa Sweet chestnut R J)
Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay willowherb O, L/IF
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavwy hair-grass O, L/A
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove O, L/A
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved willowherb R (P)
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R
llex aquifolium sapling Holly sapling R J)
Lonerica periclymenum Honeysuckle R
Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass (e}
Nardus stricta Mat-grass R
Phragmites australis Reed grass R, L/A
Pinus nigra Black pine R (on garden edge)
Pinus sylvestris Scots pine R (2 trees)
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken A, LD
Quercus petraea Sessile oak R J)
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble (e}
Senecio sylvaticus Heath groundsel O, L/A
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 0
Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss O,LA

Fruiting moss (@)

hair-point moss O,LA
Cladonia sp Curly lichen R
Cladonia pyxidata Pixie cup lichen (e}
Zootoca vivipara Common lizard 1
Capaea nemoralis brown-lipped banded snail
Andricus kollari Marble galls on oak regrowth O, L/A
Garden shrub (no ID) R
Fox latrine
NOTES

Fire on part 2/20 and traces of older burn approx 3 years ago. Bare ground

on fire patch O, L/A

Betula pendula cleared recently and bracken pulled 44

One small spot on fire area has some sparse stems of Common Reed — not expected here!



Compartment 14 - Heathland and Woodland - SJ 2615 8188 - 17/8/2020 (JM, NM, Al)

(Dwarf shrubs: V = Vigorous, | = Intermediate, M = Moribund)
Trees: J=juvenile=whips to sapling size, SM = semi-mature, M=mature

E = Edge
Calluna wulgaris Heather/ling F.L/A \%
Erica cinerea Bell-heather A \
Ulex europaea European gorse F,.LIA |
Ulex gallii Western gorse A \%
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry F,.L/IA |
Agrostis capillaris Common bent (e}
Betula pendula Silver birch O, L/D
Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay willowherb F
Cytisus scoparius broom R (E)
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavwy hair-grass F,L/D
Epilobium hirsutum Great willowherb R
Hedera helix vy R
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear L/F (E)
llex aquifolium Holly R @) (E)
Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain R (E)
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken A,LD
Quercus petraea Sessile oak R
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble F
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R(SM)
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R )
Taraxacum sp Dandelion R
Hypnum cupressiforme Cypress-leaved plait-moss (¢]
Polytrichum sp Haircap moss R

Moss O, L/D To be ID

Fungi R
Cepaea nemoralis Brown lipped snail R

WOODLAND - preliminary list. 17/8/20, (HA, MBS, AB, Al, JM, NM)

Canopy

Betula pendula Silver birch F,LA
Quercus petraea Sessile oak oM
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan (0]

Understorey - none

Ground layer

Calluna vulgaris Heather/Ling R
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavwy hair-grass (6]
Hedera helix vy o?
Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass (6]
Pinus sp Pine R(J)
Pteridium acquilinum Bracken A
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry (6]

More wooded in upper areas. The few heathland plants only are on a steep rock bluff at the lower end

GENERAL NOTES - 8/9/2020 - (Eric Greenwood)

I had a trip to the Dales today and made a few observations of interest.

| can confirm Hieracium vagum. | only found three or four plants and they were slightly different to the ones in the lane hedge banks, in
that there were a few glands at the base of the involucre and the plant was generally less hairy than usual. Apparently it is a common

form in Yorkshire.

The birches were interesting. Both species were present, plus one with B. pendula shaped leaves and indentation, but densly hairy. If
it was not for Hugh saying hybrids don't occur Iwould say this was a good candidate.

The oaks were mostly Quercus x rosacea, but some, particularly saplings, were close to, or were Q. petraea. | saw no Q. robur.
A rather fine whitebeam turned out to be Sorbus latifolia. | notice there is a record for the tetrad but this was new to me.

| always look out for golden male ferns and | was not disappointed. | found three plants of Dryopteris affinis s.s. I find this is the most
common in Wirral, with D. borreri being quite rare. | have yet to find D. cambrensis.

Finally, by a stream | thought | found Equisetum x litorale. It is a large rather shaggy plant, like many plants of well grown E. arvense,
but the stem is 50% hollow. Unfortunately there was not much of it, and | could not quite convince myself that the stem really was more
or less hollow.

Itis years since | visited the Dales, and i was struck by how invasive the woodland has become.

Oaks - Hilary Ash

The SSSI citation mentions Quercus robur, but not either Q. petraea or the hybrid. This must be an error in the citation. The hybrid

was much less known when the SSSI citations were last checked in the 1980's, so this %has presumably a mis-identification, though
the oaks on the Dales all look closer to sessile than pendunculate.



5.6 : Natural England Consent List

Heswall DalesSite of Special Scientific interest of Merseyside ("the SSSI")
CONSENT OF NATURAL ENGLAND

Section 28E(3)(a) Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended and inserted by section 75 and
Schedule 9 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000)

To:

Dan Travis

Wirral Borough Council, Parks & Countryside Dept. - Wirral South, Warren Farm Depot,
Warren Lane, Bromborough, CHE2 3QQ

Natural England gives you consent to carry out, cause or permit to be carried out the
operations specified below, on the land specified below:-

Specified operations:

To carry out management (maintenance and restoration works) on all land which is within
Wirral Borough Council ownership and falis within the Heswall Dales SSSI boundary, though
this land may fall outside the scope of current Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) Scheme
Agreement (AG00380342).

Details of proposed operations:

PR B S g B B e e e e e e

operations as detalled in the HLS Agreement (AG00380342) on all land within its ownership
in the SSS|. in particular but not exclusively Part 3 (Indicators of Success and Management

Prescriptions) and Part 4 {(Capital Works Plan).

Consented operations include: management of scrub, trees, shrubs, undesirable species
and grasses by way of cutting, and mowing with a view to achieving favourable condition of
the heathland.

Consent extends 1o all general mainienance operations not detailed with the HLS
agreement, These are as follows below:
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Maintenance and restoration of existing boundaries, including fences and wall.
Maintenance of existing functioning drainage.
Use of vehicles as necessary for routine site activities, with routes chosen carefully
and changed as necessary to avoid rutting/damage to priority habitats.

« Small-scale maintenance of existing footpaths and tracks.

L]

.....................................................................

« The storage of a water bowser / drum on site for. fire-fighting purposes

Consent also extends to the burning of cut material in appropriate safe "bum sites”, as
identified by the Ranger. Buming to take place on tin sheets, raised off the ground using
bricks or blocks. All necessary health, safety and wildfire precautions to be taken,

B Rt R e e e A R Pt e e P

1. In areas where there is no easy vehicle access to remove cut matenal

dominated habitat and/or gorse density within. that habitat

In the areas described above, tral burns should take place as descrnbed below. Always burn
in_non-sensitive areas wherever pessible.

« In non-sensitive areas (areas with little or no pioneer dwarf shrub re-growth or with
less than 30% maturing heathland vegetation, excluding European gorse), buming is
permitted to take place directly on the ground, Bum sites must be rotated.

» In sensitive areas (areas with significant pioneer. dwarf shrub re-growth or with 30%
or greater maturing heathland vegetation, including Western gorse and grasses).

Timing of proposed operations:

This Consent will expire alongside the expiry of the HLS (AG00380342) agreement — 28"
February 2022
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Signed for Natural England: K& MQQ)SQM .....
Date: =13 -0 1}

------------------------------------------------

If you wish to change the proposed operations or their location or to carry out
additional operations for which consent has not yet been given, or if a time period set
out above, has expired, you are required to give further written notice to Natural
England.

Unauthorised operations may destroy, damage or disturb fealures of special scientific
interest.

It is the responsibility of the grantee of this consent to ensure that no other consents,
whether of a public or a private nature, are needed and, if needed, to secure them
him/hersalf, The grantee is also responsible for carrying out the consented
operation(s) safely and in all ways according to the law.,

Natural England, 2 floor, Arndale House,
The Arndale Centre, Manchester. M4 SAG

If you have any queries or concerns over this consent, please contact Karen Rogers,
at the above address.

Reference number of operations from SSSI notification documents, for Natural England’s
use only:
4,6,7,9,11,12,21,22,26
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5.7 Environment Agency Waste Exemption Registrations

Waste exemption registration WEX262060

We confirm that the details you have entered, as shown below, are now on the
oxamptions register. Your registratian should show on the pusihic register within 5 days

This document is not a permit. Exemptions may have ceased or been revoked.

To check whether these exemptions are still valid, check the company’s registration
WEX262060 on the public reaister of waste exemptions
npslenvianment data.gov.ehioublic- registeviviewseacl wasle- exemplons

Business responsibilities

The business or organisation responsible for carrying out the exempt waste operations
agrees ta
¢ comply with all lims on waste types and guantities
o comply with all conditions goveming how waste must be stored, handied and treated
e carry out the cperations without endangerning buman health or harmang the
envirmnment

For Lhe operations Lo remain exempt they must be carmied out without:
e causing nsk to water, ar, soil, plants ar animals
e causing 2 niesance through noise and odours
¢ negatively affecting the countryside ar piaces of special Interest

In sensitive locations, extra cootrols may be needed over and asbiove those set out in the
exemptions to make sure this happens.

Registration details

Registration detalls
Reference Number WEX262060
Date registered 13 anuary 2021
Exemptions
T6: Treating waste wood and

waste plant matter by chipping,
shredding, cutting or
pulverising

Expires on 12 January 2024

D7: Burning waste in the open Expires on 12 January 2024

Your contact details

Your name Josef Hanik

Your telephone number

Your email address josefhank@ warral.gov.uk
Waste operator details

Business or organisation type Local authority or public body



Waste exemption registration WEX295554

We confirm that the details you have entered, as shown below, are now on the
pxemptions register. Your registration should show on the public register within 5 days.

This document is not a permit. Exemptions may have ceased or been revoked.

To check whether these exemptions are still valig, check the company's registration
WEX295554 on the public regester of waste exemptions:
h ! nment.d ‘ Ic-roegist Ch-Waste-ox

Business responsibilities

The business of organisation responsibie for Carrying oul the exempt wastle operalions
ayrees to:
o comply with all limits on waste types and quantities
¢ comply with all conditions governing how waste must be stored, handied and treated
® Calry Ooul the cperations without endangering human heaith or harming the
environment

For the operations to remaln exempt they must be carried out without:
® Causing risk to water, air, soil, plants of arémals
¢ causing a nusance through noise and odours
¢ negatively affecting the countryside or places of specia interest

In sensitive locations, extra controls may be needed over and above those set oul in the
exemptians to make sure this happens

Registration details
Registration details
Reference Number WEX295554
Date registered 22 January 2022
Exemptions

Ul: Use of waste in construction Expires on 21 january 2025
Ul12: Using muich Expires on 21 January 2025

Ul?:lsl'm'phat matter to Expires on 21 January 2025

Your contact details

Your nama Josef Hanlk

Your telephone number +447776464294

Your emall address josethanik@wirral gov uk
Waste operator details

Business or organisation type Local authority or public body



5.8 5 Year Action Plan

Action Lead Officer Target Funding source | Completed
date
Maintain/Improve Manager/ 2022 Wirral Councll 2620
Condition status of the | Rangers and HLS grant | 2021
SSSI 2022
Continue to remove Friends Group/ 2022 Wirral Council 2020
invasive species such as | Ranger 2021
Spanish bluebell 2022
2023
2024
2025
Renew/Install Friends Group 2020 Grant funding
noticeboard near to Dale 2020
Farm entrance
Purchase of new Friends Group 2021 Grant funding
machinery to assist with 2021
HLS management
Install another 3-finger | Friends 2020 Grant funding
signpost to promote Group/Rangers 2020
easier movement around
the Dales
Create a longer-term Manager and 2022 Wirral Council 2022
plan/agreement with Rangers and any available | 2023
Rural Payments Agency grant funding 2024
to start after 2023 2025
Develop opportunities for | Manager and 2020 Whistle Stop Café | 2020*
partnership working with | Rangers (Bee Wirral CIC) | 2021
Dale Farm Trust and ‘Grow Wirral’ | 2022
initiative 2023
2024
2025
Update council website | Manager and Ongoing Wirral Council 2020
on Heswall Dales Comms Leader 2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
Path improvements to Manager and 2022 PPM and HLS
improve disability access | Rangers Grant 2022

* Not completed due to Covid restrictions
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5.9 : Wirral Parks and Countryside — Sustainability Statement

WIRRAL PARKS & COUNTRYSIDE TEAM
WIRRAL PARKS & COUNTRYSIDE SERVICE — SUSTAINABILITY

Aim : Wirral Parks & Countryside teams putting sustainability at the heart of decision making and service
delivery.

. Travel sustainably . Encourage sustainable travel by staff, service users,
Key Commitments: contractors, residents and visitors.

In all our activities, We will :

Minimise waste. Reduce, re-use and recycle resources, as far as is

. Improve our sustainable performance 3 5 . X !
practicable, and ensure responsible disposal of all its residual waste.

review, annually report, and continually
improve our sustainability performance ,

including progressing on carbon reduction. Manage land sustainability. Protect , conserve and enhance our natural

Comply with environmental legislation, and built environment, safeguarding heritage , enhancing habitats and
regulations and relevant codes of practise. biodiversity and the amenity value of the parks and countryside.

Purchase sustainability. Select and
promote goods and services , using
purchasing criteria which balance economic,
social and environmental factors, requiring
our suppliers to address similar issues.

Raise awareness of this policy and related sustainability issues amongst
employees , contractors, service users, residents and visitors.

Use Natural resources sustainably. Work In partnership with other organisations to promote wider responsibility
Implement an efficiency programme to towards sustainability, highlight best practice, share information and

reduce energy and water demand and encourage joint working.

promote and install low carbon technologies

in our buildings/ other constructions where

possible, requiring contractors to address

similar issues e.g. supplier miles,
il
procurement, local labour etc. ’A‘




5.10 Response to Green Flag Judge’s Comments

Name of Site:

Green Flag Award 2020

Heswall Dales

Managing Organisation: Wirral Council

Desk Assessment Feedback (Management Plan and supporting documentation)

Criteria

Strengths

Recommendations

Manager Comments

Presentation

A reasonable
presented
document that
someone use
to the site
could follow

There could be more
photographs of the site at
the beginning also when
using cut and paste from
other documents check font
and size is the same as the
one you have chosen

More photographs added
Font sizes adjusted

Health, Safety
& Security

Generally, we
know what
your councils
overall

Annual inspection
undertaken the judges feel
that this should be more
often

6 Monthly Inspection Regime
currently being investigated
Inspections included in Appendix

Maintenance of
equipment,
buildings

& landscape

Landscape
cover well
other
categories no
so well

Should mention that the
council uses either their
own maintenance team or
approved contractors

This section of the management
plan has been expanded
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Litter, This needs Please include the council
cleanliness, expansion with | figure of how much waste
vandalism definite targets | goes to landfill on an annual
set basis to show if there has
been a reduction
Environmental | Good May be to much but Stewardship now in appendix
Management considering it is a ‘SSSI’ rather than main focus of the
management plan
Biodiversity, Good use of Explain in more detail what | Historical context added
Landscape and | photographs, is the historical context of
Heritage and links to the site and what would be
appendixes in | the benefit of returning it to
this section. the original condition
Community
Involvement There is strong | Just keep this up
links with the
local people
and a very
dedicated
Friends Group
has been
formed.
Marketing &
Communication | This is covered | None
well by the
council but
more so by the
Friends Group
Overall
management This is good in | None
regards of the
conservation of
this site
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Additional comments
Explain in a simple paragraph why this site is a SSSI site and
so important to the area.
Your statement on dealing with graffiti and other issue are a
bit ambiguous the need to be more specific i.e. graffiti if
offences should be removed in 24hrs and others when within
a week. Likewise, with the Litter, Graffiti and Fly tipping ‘as
soon as possible’ is not good.
The plan needs definite statements with time limitation given
on achieving the goal.

Field Assessment Feedback

Criteria Strengths Recommendations
A Welcoming Particularly good A warning that the | We do not judge
Place signage at the main | site is not suitable people’s ability to

entrance to site of
Oldfield Road

for wheelchair
access this should
also be stressed on

use mobility aids. A
site survey has
been requested

the web site. through
Accessible.Website
updated
Healthy, Safe Some pathways Some of the This work is being

and Secure how been opened pathways are very | undertaken
up with good scary with high of
opened views the gorse and trees
across the Dee encroaching on the
Estuary pathways Pathway
markers/post
should be in place.
Path edges should
be cleared a least a
meter on each side
where possible.
Well Maintained | Pathways have Dog fouling is an Noted

and Clean

been rebuilt and
repaired and there
is a program to
continue this across
the site. Only
approved stone (by
Natural England) is
used on the paths.

issue on this site,
and everything is
being done to
reduce it. Perhaps
by putting the dog
symbol on the
waste bins and
reminder also the
standard dog waste
symbol should be
more frequently
displayed
throughout the site
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Environmental
Management

This is good every
effort is being made
with the limitations
they have to
achieve the targets
set. The site
provides natural
habitats places and
breeding places for
many Flora and
Flora.

None, this is being
handled very well.

Biodiversity
Landscape
and Heritage

Every care is being
taken to preserve
and encourage all-
natural flora and
forna

What is the
Heritage nothing
shown about the
quarry or the
grazing

Now included

Community This is very strong Please keep up the
Involvement and is active in good work
helping in the
management of the
site
Marketing and | This all goes Interpretation Noted and boards
Communication | through the boards Need to be | being installed at

council’s social
media channels but
there is a second
string to this bow,
with the Friends
Group promoting
the site as well

placed strategically
across the site to
show the public
what could be seen
especially where
vista have been
created, what are
they looking at

Entrances with QR
codes for links to
information on flora
and fauna and
landscape
features. More are
proposed
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Additional Comments The site is not suitable for people
with mobility problems, this is due to topography of the
site and the split levels the path, it was a felt that a sign
saying ‘the site is not suitable for wheelchair access’ at
the main entrance.

Many people with mobility problems are able to negotiate
steps, stiles etc and we think that by providing good
information about the site people with mobility issues can
decide themselves if it is accessible to them.

In certain parts of the site where the terrain and vegetation
are so dense marker/ marker post should be installed to
ensure the public do not get lost or scared.

To return this site to its former state it requires more
people working on it and some machinery brough in to
keep the gorse kept short.

Under a recent Council restructure a team of Rangers
based at Wirral Country Park will now assist in the
management of the site. New machinery has been
purchased new fingerposts have been installed

It is hard to arrange for local schools of organised public
groups to visit the site because of the lack of facilities
(understandable) however if the farm could be
incorporated into the site there are facilities for smaller
groups to come along and it also ticks more of the boxes
regarding the Green Flag requirements

Dale Farm is now included in the management plan as a
major stakeholder. We will continue to work with Dale
Farm and look at opportunities for providing facilities

By returning this site to the heathland of previous years,
is returning to one of its stages of how it was once
managed. The site is now going through a new stage of
becoming a wood land, should it not be left to follow its
natural progression.

Natural England are aware of the challenges of restoring
and maintaining areas of open lowland heath. We will
work with them to create a longer-term plan/agreement
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Appendix 19: Annual Parks Safety Inspection Checklist

Parks and Open Spaces
Annual H&S Inspection

SITE

Date of inspection: Signed:

Inspector (1):

Inspector (2):

Items referred to (Asset Department) / (External Contractor) for repairs:

General comments/observations/recommendations:

Items for Managers attention:

Manager name: Signed:

Date checked:

Manager's comments:
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ENVIRONMENT

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Is the tree canopy above footpaths and play areas
visibly free of dead, dying, diseased or loose branches?

Is the tree canopy above surrounding pavements/roads
visibly free of dead, dying, diseased or lose branches?

Are all footpaths clear of overhanging
vegetation/branches that could make contact at head
height or below?

Are all invasive or poisonous plant species identified
with the team and either cordoned off, due to be
removed or on a treatment plan?

Have all known hotspots been checked for
sharps/needles/drug paraphernalia or broken glass?

Are there clear sightlines that enable people and
vehicle users to see what's ahead and around them?

INFRASTRUCTURE

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are footpaths in a safe condition and free of trip
hazards?

Are steps in a safe condition and free of trip hazards?

Are bridges in safe condition with no visible subsidence
of the balustrades, walking surfaces safe and railings
securely fitted?

Are fencing and gates safe with no gaps, sharp edges,
or protruding fixings?

Are culvert grills safe, clear, adequately fixed, and free-
flowing?

STREET FURNITURE

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are the benches safe to sit on with no cracks or visible
signs of damage? Are the legs free from cracks and
have no visible sign of damage?

Are the bins set in the ground correctly? Are the frames
free from visible signs of damage? Does the bin have a
liner in it?

Are the lampposts/Telegraph poles structurally sound
(free of cracks/splits), free of damage and access hatch
securely fastened?

Are the feeder pillars free of paint damage, structurally
sound (free of cracks/splits), and door secure and
locked?

Are CCTV camera poles structurally sound (free of
cracks/splits), free from damage? Are the cameras/LED
units damaged at all?
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SITE SIGNAGE

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are water safety warnings visible and free of
surrounding vegetation?

Are fence notice boards or signage in a safe condition
with no damage, securely fastened, with no sharp
edges or protruding fixings?

Are interpretation lecterns in a safe condition with no
damage, securely fastened, with no sharp edges or
protruding fixings? Are they eligible and free of graffiti?

Are upright notice boards/interpretations in a safe
condition with no damage, securely fastened, with no
sharp edges or protruding fixings? Are they eligible and
free of graffiti?

Are entry signs in a safe condition with no damage,
securely fastened, with no sharp edges or protruding
fixings?

Fire assemble points are present, and are the signs
visibly clear and in the correct position?

Vehicle restrictions - are they in the correct place and
are clear to read?

Service yard site safety signages - are they in the
correct place and are clear to read?

MONUMENTS AND SCULPURES

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Do monuments, bandstands, flagpoles, and sculptures
appear structurally sound? Are they free from
damage/graffiti?

Do walls appear structural sound: free from bowing,
large mortar cracks, loose/missing bricks, or copings.

SPORTS AND PLAY FACILITIES

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are tennis court surfaces, signage, nets, fencing, gates
and surrounds safe and in visibly good condition?

Are MUGA surfaces, signage, fencing, gates and
surrounds, goalmouths, and basketball hoops safe and
in visibly good condition?

Are Outdoor Gym surfaces, signhage, and equipment
safe and in visibly good condition?

Are Play Area landscape features: Shelters, fencing,
trees and vegetation safe and in visibly good condition?

Are games greens fencing, surrounds, gates, and
surfaces safe and free from damage or deterioration?
Has the irrigation system been tested recently and
serviced?
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EXTERNALS OF BUILDINGS

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are building roofs visibly in good condition with no
missing tiles or lead?

Are building walls visibly in good condition? (Timber
cladding, brick, plaster)

Are gutters, downpipes and surface water drains visibly
clear?

Are manholes sitting flush and secure to the frame? Is
drainage from buildings free from issues?

EXTERNAL ACCESS AND EGRESS

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are all access routes kept clear of combustible
materials?

Are external access and exit routes clear, in good order
and free from trip and slip hazards?

EXTERNAL AREAS

N/A

FURTHER
ACTION

Are structures, i.e., sheds, containers, and external
storage, in good repair and secure?

Are fragile roofs adequately safeguarded and signed?

Are adjoining walls, fences, and gates in good
condition?

Are service yard materials stored safely and secure?
Are walking/driving surfaces free from slip/trip/puncture
hazards?
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Appendix 20":  Annual Property Return
Facility Name:

Facility Address

Postcode:

1. Servicing, Testing and Inspections

Please enter all details requested. If not applicable then put N/A in the box.

insert Company name or persons name

Date:

Fire Alarm system

Fire Co-ordinator & 6 monthly drill

Emergency Lights

NICEIC certificate

PAT certificate Test: Visual:

Serviced/Maintained by

Boiler/s , ,
Zurich Inspection

Serviced/Maintained by

Lift/s , .
Zurich Inspection:

Catering equipment

Asbestos 6 monthly to Tech Serv

Water Hygiene — Temps

Shower heads last disinfected

Lightning Conductors

Air conditioning Units

2. Energy Monitoring

Meter ref Number

Reading

Electricity

Gas

Water

3. Declaration

This is to confirm that the above servicing, test and inspections have been carried out by a competent
person/contractor and all items will have a valid test/servicing certificate within the period

Responsible Person (Print name): Job Title:

Signed: Date:
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Appendix 21: Workplace Annual Inspection Checklist

K“,MWIRRAI- WORKPLACE ANNUAL INSPECTION
W CHECKLIST

(ANNUAL)

Name of building/workplace: Click or tap here to enter text.

Date inspection undertaken: / /

Building / workplace description (including old or new, location, number of floors, approx. number of
rooms, etc.)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Usage
(office, Childrens Centre, workshop,
library, Leisure Centre, Community
Centre, etc)
Public footfall
(high or low)
Additional risks

(frequented by young children, elderly, | Click or tap here to enter text.
people with special needs, etc)

Click or tap here to enter text.

Click or tap here to enter text.
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RISK VALUE

Primarily used as offices

RISKS

High O Very High O

Part or whole of premises primarily or

routinely used by vulnerable people,

A including young children (4yrs and under)
and elderly
Very High Sleeping accommodation
Hazard Through observations of all areas identify the areas of Further information required:
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Slip Trip Fall (Internal - | Are all walkways, entrances and exits free from obstructions? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
public, communal
rooms & areas, and
unoccupied rooms) Is there adequate lighting to highlight slip, trip or fall hazards O O Click or tap here to enter text.
. to staff?
Failure to ensure that
Sllp,ld tlrlp,d fall hqéards Are the areas free from trip hazards such as trailing cables, O O Click or tap here to enter text.
could lead to accidents boxes, files or bags on the floor?
that result in injuries
such as broken bones, - . — -
‘e Are the floors and surfaces clean, tidy and in good condition? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
bruising, etc S
Note: this includes mats, floorboards and carpets and examples
include uneven floors, loose floors, bubbled area’s on the
carpets
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Hazard Through observations of all areas identify the areas of Further information required:
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Are there sufficient areas to hang coats and store personal O O Click or tap here to enter text.
belongings so as not to cause slip or trip hazards?
Are the barrier mats near to entrances in good condition O O Click or tap here to enter text.
including not curling at the ends thereby posing trip hazards?
Is slip resistant flooring installed in appropriate areas such as O O Click or tap here to enter text.
toilets, showers, etc?
Is Slippery Floor signage used when surfaces are wet to cordon O O Click or tap here to enter text.
the area until safe?
Where possible, is the workplace cleaned early and late in the O O Click or tap here to enter text.
working day to prevent floor contamination throughout high
footfall?
Are there any other slip trip fall hazards within the workplace? O O If ‘yes’ provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.
Storage Is there sufficient purpose made storage space to avoid using O O Click or tap here to enter text.
the floor?
Failure to store items
correctly could resultin | Are all items securely stored / stacked? O O Click or tap here to enter text,
an accident of failing Note: items should NOT be stored on top of shelves, all items
items or staff falling should be stored on the actual shelves and shelves should not
whilst COIIeCtlng be overloaded.
resulting in head or Are heavy items should be stored at waist height? O O Click or tap here to enter text.

body injuries
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Hazard

Through observations of all areas identify the areas of

Further information required:

control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Are the shelving/racks/cabinets safe and secure with no Click or tap here to enter text.
missing bolts, no cracks/splits in the shelving, etc and, also not
overloaded?
Is correct equipment available to access items stored at height O O Click or tap here to enter text.
€.g. mini steps / climbing stool?
Are there any other storage hazards within the workplace? O O If ‘yes’ provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.
Offices, rooms & - . Click or tap here to enter text.
receptions Sufficient areas to hang coats and store personal belongings = = P
S0 as not to cause slip or trip hazards?
Failure to safely Is there sufficient natural light to carry out the work safely | 3 ] Click or tap here to enter text.
manage of_ﬂces, rooms | together with measures to protect against any glare such as
and receptions could blinds?
lead to injuries and ill
health Are light bulbs and fluorescent tubes in good working order? 1 n Click or tap here to enter text.
Are there adequate welfare facilities consisting of hot and cold 1 n Click or tap here to enter text.
running water, toilet facilities, somewhere to rest and eat
meals?
Is there a system for removing waste on a daily basis? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
Is all furniture in good repair, that is undamaged and stable? 1 n Click or tap here to enter text.
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Hazard

Through observations of all areas identify the areas of

Further information required:

control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or

either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below

Are permanent fixtures in good condition and securely m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.

fastened, e.g. cupboards, display boards, shelving?

Are windows secure, in a good condition and, where required, m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.

open and close easily?

Is there a ‘clear desk policy’ for receptions? O O Click or tap here to enter text.

For , High and Very High Risk Premises: O O Click or tap here to enter text.

Any hazardous substances, including cleaning products, kept

to a minimum and locked away in a secure location?

Note: there should be COSHH risk assessments for all

substances used

For High and Very High Risk Premises; O O Click or tap here to enter text.

Is safety glass fitted to doors and other windows or glazed

areas that are lower than 80cm?

For High and Very High Risk Premises: O O Click or tap here to enter text.

Are lock and security catches fitted to windows to restrict

openings to 10cm or less?

For High and Very High Risk Premises: O O Click or tap here to enter text.

Are finger guards fitted to the hinged areas of doors that present

a risk pinching, crushing or amputating?

Are there any other hazards relating to offices, rooms and 1 n If ‘yes’, provide details:

receptions?

Click or tap here to enter text.
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Hazard Through observations of all areas identify the areas of Further information required:
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Electricity (Internal) Are all areas free from overloaded extension cables e.g. ‘daisy O O Click or tap here to enter text.
chaining’ extension cables, additional extension plug on a 4-
Failure to manage gang extension lead, etc?
electricity in the
workplace could expose | Have all portable electrical appliances that are not hand-held O O Click or tap here to enter text.
staff to live electricity and are moved occasionally (e.g. fan heaters, table lamps, etc.)
leading to injuries such been PAT tested within the last year with labels to show their
as electric shock, heart | last test date?
attack or secondary Note: this includes all equipment which staff have brought in
injuries been tested i.e. radio’s, toasters, fans, cables, etc. All
equipment MUST be tested before being used. Office/IT
equipment (e.g. desktops, VDU screens, MFD’s, etc.) should
be PAT tested within the last 4 years
Are flexible cables secured to the baskets or to the floor? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
Staff have been informed that they are not allowed to interfere O O Click or tap here to enter text.
with or repair electrical equipment unless it is safe and they
are authorised?
There are arrangements for electrical equipment to be O O Click or tap here to enter text.
switched off when not in use?
Are there procedures to ensure that defective equipment is O O Click or tap here to enter text.
removed from use?
Staff have been informed that they are not allowed to bring in O O Click or tap here to enter text.

their own electrical equipment unless they have been
authorised?
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Hazard Through observations of all areas identify the areas of Further information required:
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Have visual checks of cables, plugs and insulation been m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.
carried out to see if they are damaged or worn?
Note: all cables are in an acceptable condition and not split or
damaged. Wires should not be exposed. Plugs are not
cracked or in unsafe condition. If unsure please isolate the
equipment and speak to the relevant manager.
For premises routinely used by young children (i.e. 4yrs and O n Click or tap here to enter text.
under), are there measures to prevent them coming into
contact with live electrical sockets?
Do automatic internal doors function correctly? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
Are there any other hazards relating to electricity in the O O If ‘yes’, provide details:
workplace? Click or tap here to enter text.
Asbestos (Internal) Is there an Asbestos Management Plan on site and has it O O Click or tap here to enter text.
been kept up to date?
Failure to manage
ACM'’s could result in Are there arrangements for the copy of the asbestos survey 0 0 Click or tap here to enter text.
disturbance and the and inspection report to be kept on site and be viewable to all
release of asbestos contractors prior to any work carried out and for the
fibres leading to chronic | contractors to sign to confirm that they have read and
health issues such as understood the report before any work starts on site?
mesothelioma, and If any staff are liable to disturb asbestos in the workplace, are O O Click or tap here to enter text.
asbestosis there measures to prevent access and/or warn them not to
touch or disturb the material?
Are there arrangements for annual asbestos inspections and O O Click or tap here to enter text.

for submitting their return to Corporate Asset and Facilities
Management?

69



Hazard

Through observations of all areas identify the areas of
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick
either yes / no to indicate if they exist?

Yes

No

Further information required:
1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below

Are there emergency arrangements to deal with potential
exposure to asbestos if suspected?

Click or tap here to enter text.

General Procedures
(Internal)

Failure to manage and
communicate
appropriate procedures
could lead to delays in
responding to
emergencies or not
following recognised
procedures

Are their sufficient First Aiders (see First Aid Management
Arrangements)?

Click or tap here to enter text.

Do First Aiders ensure that first aid boxes are replenished
and, if required, carry out weekly checks of defibrillators?
Note: First aid box should be available with the HSE'’s
minimum recommendation of stock (see First Aid
Arrangements).

The first aid box should be easily located (green sign with
white cross), all stock should be within best before date

Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there signage displayed showing first aiders, fire marshals
and terrorist threat procedures?

Note: ideally they should be displayed together. Signage
should be updated if first aiders leave etc

Click or tap here to enter text.

Other than fire sighage, where required, is other safety
signage visibly displayed and in good condition including,
- blue Mandatory (e.g. wear PPE),
- red Prohibition (e.g. No Smoking),
- green Information (e.g. social distancing, contra flow
systems) and
- Warning (e.g. slippery surface) such as
covering including

Click or tap here to enter text.

Is the Health and Safety at Work Policy Notice displayed?

Click or tap here to enter text.
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Hazard

Through observations of all areas identify the areas of

Further information required:

control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Are there procedures to ensure that all staff and visitors wear m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.
their visitor badges?
Do the emergency alarms at receptions function correctly and m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.
is there a ‘tried and tested’ response if activated?
Have the alarms on the disabled toilets been tested and staff O O Click or tap here to enter text.
aware on what to do in the event of an emergency?
Are there procedures to ensure that all staff including new O n Click or tap here to enter text.
starters are aware of the emergency procedures, e.g. fire,
terrorist threats, etc
Are the fire extinguishers in the correct position and not O n Click or tap here to enter text.
moved or used to prop open doors?
Are the extinguishers on an annual inspection programme O n Click or tap here to enter text.
(should be a sticker on the extinguisher showing the date of
the last inspection)?
Are there records that the fire alarm has been tested on a O O Click or tap here to enter text.
weekly basis and drills carried out every 6 months?
Are there procedures to ensure fire exits are never blocked O O Click or tap here to enter text.
and are clear at all times?
External Hazards Is there adequate lighting on the main access and egress 1 n Click or tap here to enter text.

routes (including car parks) to highlight slip, trip or fall hazards
to staff?
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Hazard Through observations of all areas identify the areas of Further information required:
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be
included in the action plan below
Failure to ensure that Are all paving slabs secure and paths on the main access and m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.
external hazards egress routes in good condition to give a flat, even surface?
including, slips, trips,
falls and traps could Are the parking areas free of potholes on the main access and [ ] 0 Click or tap here to enter text.
lead to accidents that egress routes?
result in injuries such as
broken bones, bruising,  “Arethe main access and egress routes free from leaves, mud | [ O Click or tap here to enter text.
etc and algae?
Is the nosing of steps covered in an anti-slip coating? O n Click or tap here to enter text.
In car parks, are there barriers or others means to separate O n Click or tap here to enter text.
vehicles from pedestrians?
Are there arrangements for the grit bins to be checked in O n Click or tap here to enter text.
October to ensure that there is sufficient grit and a shovel?
Have areas to be gritted in the event of icy periods been 1 n Click or tap here to enter text.
identified including main paths and emergency exits?
Are there procedures to be alerted when there are going to be n 0 Click or tap here to enter text.
icy periods and for someone to grit the identified areas before
the arrival of staff?
Do automatic gates open and close correctly? O O Click or tap here to enter text.
Note: motion or optical sensors installed on the side will
trigger the opening and closing
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Through observations of all areas identify the areas of

Further information required:

Hazard
control that should be in place to reduce the risk and tick Yes No 1) If ‘yes’, the measures in place, or
either yes / no to indicate if they exist? 2) If ‘no’, any further action, which is to be

included in the action plan below

Do manual gates open and close correctly and are there m 1 Click or tap here to enter text.

measures to ensure that they do not trap fingers/hands when

opened (e.g. stoppers to prevent opening fully, latches to

ensure they don’t swing shut, etc)

O If ‘yes’, provide details:

Are there any other external hazards?

Click or tap here to enter text.
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