
Wirral Metropolitan 
Borough Council 
Wirral Environmental 
Sensitivity Study
Map Appendix
November 2021



Liverpool

Cheshire West
and Chester

Sefton

Sir y Fflint
- Flintshire

Wallasey

Birkenhead
Commercial Core /

Suburban Birkenhead

Irby, Thingwall,
Pensby, Heswall

and Gayton

West Kirby
and Hoylake

Bebington,
Bromborough
and Eastham

Leasowe, Moreton,
Upton, Greasby

and Woodchurch

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2021 CB:KC EB:Chamberlain_K LUC 11146_000_r1_A3L_Fig1_1  19/08/2021
Source: OS, WBC

F

Wirral boundary
Other Local Authority boundary
England - Wales boundary
Landform edge
Settlement boundary
Buildings and infrastructure
Urban area
Area outside of settlement boundary

0 1 2
km Map scale 1:80,000 @ A3

Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

Figure 1.1: The Wirral Peninsula - Settlement areas
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Figure 3.1: Land, soils, minerals and waste sites in
Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
The Agricultural Land Classification data is very coarse in
detail and in some instances mistakenly categorises urban
land outside of settlement boundaries. Settlement
boundary lines should therefore be used to deliniate 'urban
areas'. Removal of the ALC urban classiciation has
resulted in white space appearing around the edges of
these settlement boundary lines.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 3.2: Land, soils, minerals and waste sites in
Wirral and their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 4.1: Ecology and geology assets in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 4.2: Biodiversity and geodiversity assets in
Wirral and their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 5.1: Water and coastal environment assets in
Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

Figure 5.3: Water and coastal environment assets in
Wirral and their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 6.1: Historic environment in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 6.2: Cultural heritage assets in Wirral and
their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 7.1: Green space and recreation assets in
Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
Open space layer consists of accessible open spaces
including those categorised as play areas, pitches,
parks, recreation areas, amenity greenspaces, open
country and semi-natural greenspaces.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

Figure 7.2: Day time noise exposure in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 7.3: Night time noise exposure in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 7.4: Air quality in Wirral
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Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 7.5: Green space, health and wellbeing assets
in Wirral and their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 8.1: Land use cover types in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
LCR basemap from Natural Capital Solutions Ltd.
contains, or is derived from Ordnance Survey and
Bluesky data: © Crown Copyright and database rights
2019 OS 100018192, © Crown Copyright and
database right 2019 Bluesky InternaFonal
Ltd/Getmapping PLC 100031461.
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Figure 8.2: Carbon storage assets (based on land
use cover types) in Wirral and their sensitivity

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 9.1: Landscape character areas in Wirral

Mudflats and saltmarsh
(Cheshire Landscape
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Figure 9.2: 'Night Blight' mapping of light emission
in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Wirral Environmental Sensitivity Study
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Figure 9.3: Areas of 'tranquillity' in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 9.4: Landscape Sensitivity Assessment (LSA)
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Figure 10.1: Composite mapping of environmental
sensitivity in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 10.2: Composite mapping of environmental
sensitivity in Wirral (including WeBS Core Count
data)

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 10.3: Composite mapping of environmental
sensitivity in Wirral (including areas of heightened
Landscape Sensitivity)

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 11.1: Location of key services and open
space in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
Open space layer is as on Figure 7.1 but also includes
natural open spaces such as beaches and foreshore.
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Figure 11.2: Accessibility to key services and open
space in Wirral

Note
Physical constraints include roads, railways, buildings,
water courses, waterbodies, flood defences, areas of
coastal erosion and permitted waste sites.
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Figure 12.1 Environmental constraints around
Wallasey
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Figure 12.2 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around Wallasey
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Figure 12.3 Environmental constraints around 
Birkenhead Commercial Core / Suburban 
Birkenhead
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Figure 12.4 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around Birkenhead Commercial Core /
Suburban Birkenhead
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Figure 12.5 Environmental constraints around 
Bebington, Bromborough and Eastham
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Figure 12.6 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around Bebington, Bromborough and
Eastham
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Figure 12.7 Environmental constraints around 
Leasowe, Moreton, Upton, Greasby and 
Woodchurch
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Figure 12.8 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around Leasowe, Moreton, Upton,
Greasby and Woodchurch
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Figure 12.9 Environmental constraints around West 
Kirby and Hoylake
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Figure 12.10 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around West Kirby and Hoylake
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Figure 12.11 Environmental constraints around 
Irby, Thingwall, Pensby, Heswall and Gayton
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Open country
Country park
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Intertidal
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Scrub
Sealed surface
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grassland
Water
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Figure 12.12 Mapping of environmental sensitivity
(including landscape) and potential for carbon
emissions around Irby, Thingwall, Pensby, Heswall
and Gayton
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