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puRpoSe of the Day

•	 This	is	one	of	five	events	in	September
•	 Rolling	Presentation	–	what	we	are	consulting	on		 	
	 and	how	to	get	involved
•	 Questions	and	answers	with	officers
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why a local plan? 

•	 National	policy	–	plan-led
•	 Succinct,	up-to-date,	positive	–	to	meet		 	 	 	 	
	 development	needs
•	 Look	ahead	over	a	minimum	of	15	years
•	 Continuous	five	year	supply	of	identified	sites		 	 	
	 (including	after	the	plan	period)
•	 Sites	must	be	suitable,	available	and	deliverable
•	 Regularly	reviewed	-	every	five	years		
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how much houSing Do 
we neeD? 
•	 New	national	approach	to	calculation	based	on			 	
	 nationally	published	statistics	
 www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-economic-   
 development-needs-assessments
•	 Gives	us	our	minimum	target	of	800	per	annum
•	 Equivalent	to	at	least	12,000	over	plan	period
•	 Net	of	demolition	and	other	losses
•	 Does	not	include	economic	growth		



•	 National	policy	requires	local	authorities	to		 	
	 produce	a	SHLAA	to	establish	realistic		 	 	 	 	
	 assumptions	about	the	availability,	suitability	and		
	 economic	viability	of	land	to	meet	the	identified			 	
	 need	for	housing	over	the	plan	period
•	 Last	produced	in	2016
•	 Changes	to	Methodology	consulted	on	in	2017	
•	 Updated	to	April	2018
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StRategic houSing lanD 
availaBility aSSeSSment 
(Shlaa)
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viaBility aReaS:
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•	 Considers	existing	stock	of	employment	land,	
	 identifying	the	demand	for	and	supply	of		 	 	 	
	 employment	land	and	determine	likely	business		 	
	 needs	and	future	market	requirements
•	 Recommends	an	overall	portfolio	of	sites	plus		 	 	
	 those	recommended	for	allocation	in	local	plan
•	 Only	8	sites	recommended	for	exclusion	from	the		 	
	 employment	land	supply
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otheR optionS – 
employment lanD anD 
pRemiSeS aSSeSSment 2017
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pRopoSeD employment 
allocationS:
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•	 Protected	Open	Space	-	Playing	Pitch	Strategy
•	 Raising	Densities	in	the	urban	area
•	 Tackling	‘difficult’	urban	sites	(Woodside,	Hind	Street,		 	
	 Growth	Company)	(already	within	the	calculations)
•	 Neighbouring	local	authorities	cannot	meet	our	needs	
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otheR optionS



•	 Identify	90	urban	housing	sites	with	a	capacity	of		 	
	 2,403	dwellings	
•	 Includes	935	dwellings	at	Wirral	Waters	Northbank	
	 East	and	West
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pRopoSeD houSing 
allocationS
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pRopoSeD houSing 
allocationS:
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wiRRal wateRS oveRview:
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•	 East	Float	-	22	year	outline	mixed-use	Planning		 	 	
	 permission	for	13,500	residential	units	and	a	further			
	 620,757sqm	of	office,	retail,	hotel	and	conference,	
	 cultural,	educational,	community	and	amenity		 	 	
	 floorspace.	A	series	of	Neighbourhoods	proposed;
•	 Four	bridges	–	mixed	use	including	Met	College		 	 	
	 and	Maritime	Knowledge	Hub
•	 West	Float	–	MEA	(Marine,	Energy	and	Automotive)	Park
•	 Northbank	–	residential-led
•	 Marina	View	and	Vittoria	Studios	–	mixed	use			 	 	
	 residential/commercial
•	 Sky	City	-	tall	buildings	cluster
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wiRRal wateRS
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wiRRal wateRS eaSt float:
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•	 First	detailed	application	submitted	for	500	units	(Legacy)
•	 Northbank	East	-	Urban	Splash	-	347	units		 	 	 	
	 (pre-application)
•	 Northbank	East	-	Belong	dementia	care	village		 	 	
	 	 (application	submitted)	
•	 Northbank	East	–	potential	further	150	units		 	 	
	 (pre-application)
•	 Viability	challenges,	no	established	market,	likely	to	be		
	 mainly	apartments	
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wiRRal wateRS 
noRthBank



•	 Required	–	12,000	additional	dwellings	
•	 With	planning	permission	-		2,634	(April	2018)
•	 Current	estimated	shortfall	–	4,990	
•	 Plus	20%	buffer	for	under-delivery	–	7,390	required
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even with wiRRal wateRS, 
Still a ShoRtfall of 
houSing lanD



•	 Continued	shortage	of	land	for	development		 	 	
	 within	the	urban	area	to	meet	the	needs	of	the			 	
	 local	population	and	economy;
•	 It	is	not	currently	possible	to	meet	these	needs			 	
	 without	using	land	in	the	Green	Belt
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caBinet RepoRt 23 July 
2018 concluDeS



•	 Established	in	1983	(Merseyside	Green	Belt	Local	Plan)
•	 Added	to	in	February	2000	–	M53	Corridor	(Wirral	UDP)
•	 Tightly	drawn	to	support	urban	regeneration
•	 45%	of	the	Borough’s	land	area
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wiRRal’S gReen Belt
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Set	out	in	National	policy:
•	 Check	the	unrestricted	sprawl	of	large	built-up	areas
•	 Prevent	neighbouring	towns	merging	into	one	another
•	 Assist	in	safeguarding	the	countryside	from			 	 	 	
	 encroachment
•	 Preserve	the	setting	and	special	character	of	historic	towns
•	 Assist	in	urban	regeneration	by	encouraging	the	recycling	
	 of	derelict	and	other	urban	land	
•	 Once	established,	Green	Belt	boundaries	should	only		 	
	 be	altered	where	exceptional	circumstances	are	fully		 	
	 evidenced	and	justified
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five puRpoSeS of the 
gReen Belt



•	 Follow	clearly	recognisable	physical	features	which	are			
	 readily	recognisable	and	likely	to	be	permanent
•	 Promote	sustainable	patterns	of	development
•	 Not	include	land	that	is	unnecessary	to	keep		 	 	 	
	 permanently	open
•	 Demonstrate	that	boundaries	will	not	need	to	be		 	 	
	 altered	at	end	of	plan	period
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national policy on 
Defining gReen Belt 
BounDaRieS



•	 Cabinet	authorised	a	review	in	February	2017
•	 Methodology	was	published	for	consultation	in	Oct	2017
•	 Include	all	the	Green	Belt	(to	prevent	‘cherry-picking’)
•	 Include	all	the	sites	identified	by	landowners	and	developers
•	 Focus	on	the	five	purposes	of	the	Green	Belt
•	 Focus	on	not	reducing	the	separation	between	settlements
•	 Focus	on	the	‘strongest’	boundaries
•	 Identify	opportunities	for	re-development	and	infill	(not		 	
	 just	release)	
•	 Includes	initial	constraints	(Stage	2)	and	Sustainability			 	
	 Assessments	(Stage	3)
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initial gReen Belt 
Review methoDology
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BuilDing BlockS - coRe StRategy 
Settlement aReaS:
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Importance	of	higher	level	strategic	boundaries:
•	 M53	Motorway
•	 Bidston-Wrexham	railway	line
•	 Liverpool	to	West	Kirby	railway	line
•	 Leasowe	Road
•	 The	Wirral	Way
Importance	of	urban	enclosure	and	separation	
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initial gReen Belt 
Review - key finDingS 
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•	 Comprise	22%	of	existing	Green	Belt
•	 Capacity	of	up	to	13,700	dwellings
•	 Need	at	least	7,390	–	(54%)	over	next	15	years
•	 National	Policy	requires	that	any	changes	to			 	 	
	 Green	Belt	should	endure	beyond	the	Plan	period.
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pRopoSeD gReen Belt SiteS 
foR fuRtheR inveStigation
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That	consultation	should	take	place	on	the	detailed	
findings	of	the	review	and	the	sites	listed	in	Appendices	
1	to	6	of	the	report.	

These	are	now	in	4	map	books	for	consultation.	
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caBinet RepoRt 23 July 
2018 RecommenDeD



To	enable	the	Council	to	demonstrate	that	a	full	range	
of	available	options	have	been	properly	considered	
and	consulted	upon,	in	line	with	the	requirements	of	
national	policy	and	legislation	before	any	decision	is	
taken	on	the	content	of	the	Borough’s	Core	Strategy	
Local	Plan.
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why aRe we conSulting?



•	 Formal	consultation	starts	on	3	September	2018	
•	 Minimum	six	weeks	to	meet	Council’s	adopted		 	 	
	 standards
•	 Final	deadline	for	receipt	of	comments	5pm	on	26		 	
	 October
•	 Outcome	reported	to	Cabinet	in	December	2018
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conSultation timetaBle



•	 Consultation	events	–	like	this	one
•	 All	our	normal	channels
•	 Neighbour	notification	letters
•	 Local	Plan	contact	database	and	social	media
•	 Community	Action	Wirral	newsletter
•	 Wirral	Business	News	newsletter	(Chamber	of		 	 	
	 Commerce)
•	 Constituency	Committees	
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conSultation pRoceSS



Documents,	maps	and	proposals:
•	 Online
•	 In	all	local	libraries
•	 South	Annexe
•	 Consultation	events
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acceSS to infoRmation



•	 Must	be	in	writing
•	 Will	form	part	of	the	evidence	base	when	the		 	 	
	 Local	Plan	goes	to	the	examination	stage
•	 Email	to	localplan@wirral.gov.uk
•	 By	letter	to	Forward	Planning	Manager
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RepReSentationS



Opportunity	now	to	speak	to	officers	from	the	Forward	
Planning	team	
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thank you foR 
youR attention


