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APPLICATION 
Type of Application 
Full Permission  
 
Location of Proposed Development  
Jireh Church, Teehey Gardens, Bebington CH63 2JH 
 
Description of Proposed Development  
Proposed Internal and External Alterations to Jireh Church. 
 
Date of Preparation  
27th September 2011 
 
Date of Any Amendments  
Revision A 5th October 2011 
 
Applicant  
Jireh Chapel Trust, 
13 Village Road,  
Higher Bebington,  
Wirral.  
CH63 8PP 
 
Agent  
Paddock Johnson Partnership, 
Studio 2, The Lyceum 
Bath Street 
Port Sunlight 
CH62 4UJ  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION & POLICY 
 
This Design and Access Statement has been produced on behalf of Jireh Chapel Trust 
in support of the full planning application for internal and external alterations to the 
Jireh Church, Teehey Gardens, Bebington. 
 
This document is to be read in conjunction with drawings prepared by the Paddock 
Johnson Partnership which accompany this application for Full planning permission 
submitted to Wirral Borough Council. 
 
This statement has been prepared in accordance with the requirements set out in 
‘Guidance on Information Requirements and Validation’ CLG, March 2010 which 
replaces section 3 of Circular 01/2006 ‘Guidance on Changes and Development 
Control System with regard to Design and Access Statements’. This statement also 
follows guidance on preparing Design and Access Statements issued by CABE 
(Design and Access Statements – How to write, read and use them, 2006). 
 
A Design & Access Statement shall: 
 
Explain the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the following 
aspects of the development: 
 
i) Amount 

ii) Layout 

iii) Scale 

iv) Landscaping 

v) Appearance 
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2.0 PLANNING POLICY 
 
2.1  NATIONAL POLICY 
 
2.1.1  PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Communities 
 
PPS1 sets out the Government’s general objectives in relation to planning, stating that 
the Government is committed to social cohesion and inclusions, promoting personal 
well-being and equal opportunities for all citizens.  It also states that in order to promote 
sustainable development, local authorities should promote communities, including 
particular requirements relating to age, sex, ethnic background, religion, disability and 
income. 
 
The general thrust of PPS1 is the requirement for sustainable development to be 
inclusive and high in terms of quality. 
 
2.2 LOCAL POLICY 
 
2.2.1 Wirral Unitary Development Plan  
 
This section considers the proposed development in the light of the policies contained 
in the Wirral Unitary Development Plan (UDP), which was adopted in February 2000. 
 
The key policies within the UDP that are considered relevant are as follows: 
 
Policy HS15: Non-Residential homes in Primarily Residential Areas 
 
Policy HS15 seeks to protect residential areas from any unnecessary or un-neighbourly 
development which could impact on the character of the area. 
 
It goes on to state that “…proposals for small-scale built development and changes of 
use for non-residential uses will only be permitted where the proposals will not: 
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i)  be of such scale as to be inappropriate to surrounding development 
ii)  cause nuisance to neighbouring uses particularly in respect of noise and 
disturbance, street parking and deliveries by vehicle”. 
 
We feel that although the scale of the church will be increased slightly, it remains 
appropriate and does not impact on any surrounding properties.  Equally, we feel that 
the development proposals do not result in a detrimental change to the character of the 
area.  The reasoning behind this will be discussed further in the next chapters of this 
document. 
 
Policy RE10:  Criteria for Community Centres & Facilities 
 
Policy RE10 seeks to protect the provision and creation of small-scale non-residential 
facilities within primarily residential areas, these include meeting rooms, sports halls, 
youth centres, play groups, libraries and places of worship. 
 
Development will be permitted providing the proposals do not cause unacceptable 
disturbance to neighbouring uses, that the siting, scale and visual impact is appropriate 
within the surrounding area and that adequate provision is made for parking, highway 
access and servicing requirements. 

 
3.0 SITE LOCATION 
 
 
The application site is located in the Higher Bebington Area, approximately 4km south 
of Birkenhead. The application site is located on Teehey Gardens, a cul-de-sac 
accessed off Teehey Lane which is a busy local distribution road well served by public 
transport. 
 
The area is predominantly classed as residential in the Unitary Development Plan, 
although the Jireh Chuch shares a boundary with Teehey Allotments (GR4/20), which 
is subject to policy GR4 protecting the allotments from develpoment. 



JIREH CHURCH, BEBINGTON 

\\pjpdc04\archdata\archdocs\1882\documents\1882-document-141 2 rev a.docx 
 

 

6 

 
Teehey Gardens consists of 2 no. bungalows which face the Jireh Church, a garage 
access for one of the semi-detached houses fronting Teehey Lane, the turning head 
and access (gated) to the allotments, and the church itself. The predominent scale of 
properties in the area is 2-storey, with the exception of the bungalows across the road 
and some 3-storey flats on the other side of Teehey Lane. 
 

4.0 LAYOUT & AMOUNT 
 
The existing Church currently can be divided into 4 sections internally; the main hall 
where much of the main uses including the services, take place, The ‘Youth Club’, 
which as the name suggests is occupied by the Youth Club but also acts as an 
overspill for the main hall. The flat roof above the Youth Club has failed over the last 
few years and is still in urgent need of repair. The third area is the kitchen and meeting 
room, located to the rear of the church, accessed off the main hall, and finally, the 
toilets which are located at the front of the church again accessed off the main hall. The 
gross internal area of the existing building is 186m2. 
 
The proposal seeks to expand and improve the existing facilities by extending the 
building to the rear of the main hall to provide fully accessable disabled toilets. 
Improving the entrance, extending the Youth Club and creating a new office for the 
Pastor. Selective demolitions will take place internally. 
 
Due to the failure of the existing roof structures, new roofs will be constructed over the 
main hall and Youth Club. 
 
A new Mezzanine floor will be created to provide additional space for small groups in a 
private setting, it is envisaged that parents could take small childern upstairs during 
services. There will be a direct visual link between the mezzanine and main hall. 
 
53m2 of new floorspace will be created on the ground floor, and 40m2 of new floorspace 
will be created on the new Mezzanine floor. 
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The new access is intended to provide level access in accordance with the Disability 
Discrimination Act as the existing enhance does not. Currently the access to the Youth 
Club is direct from outside but the new entrance area will provide ‘milling’ space both 
before and after large gatherings, vastly improving the usability of both rooms. 
 
Towards the rear of the building, new space created includes a meeting room and 
kitchen, along with the previously mentioned disabled toilets. 
 

5.0 SCALE 
 
The main alterations affecting the scale of the Church is the increase in height of the 
main front elevation to the main Hall. This will be increase the height of the building 
frontage by about 1500mm above the current ridge height, as a result of providing a 
mono-pitch roof as apposed to the more traditional pitched roof of the existing building. 
 
All of the other additional are of a scale to complement the existing building and are 
significantly lower than the current height of the bulding, this further reducing the 
impact. The new entrance will provide a logicl entrance point and critical mass which 
does not currently exist. 

 
6.0 LANDSCAPING 
 
Virtually all the existing site area not built upon is hard surfaced and there is no 
planting: none is envisaged by this proposal. 
 
There is an overhanging tree from the neighbouring residential property that will be 
protected during construction. 
 
The existing hard surfacing comprises tarmacadam with precast cioncrete paving 
immediately in front of the main hall, this being in poor condition. It is proposed to 
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locally repair/ reinstate the tarmacadam and to replace the precast concrete paving 
flags on a more substantial sub base to withstand light vehicle loadings.  
 
 

7.0 APPEARANCE 
 
The existing adapted building is tired and in poor condition and the ad hoc 
industrial/commercial form with domestic components does not reflect its use or its 
functions as a church.  The Jirah Chapel Trust is looking for a re-configured flexible 
building with improved and expanded facilities, with an appearance appropriate to its 
function and uses. 
 
The main hall of the church has been remodelled and expressed as a mono-pitch form, 
double height at its peak to create scale externally and drama to the interior while to 
the rear allowing the creation of a mezzanine seating area. The proposed extension to 
the front elevation wraps around the side of the main hall and the front of the youth club 
creating a new lobby and frontage to the youth club terminating at the new office pod, 
articulated with a mono-pitch roof form to reflect the main hall.  The side and rear gable 
extensions are simply extruded. 
 
The elevation treatments, materials and detailing are proposed to be ‘contemporary’ in 
feel and appearance and disposed to identify the various functions of the building.  
Feature Trespa rainscreen cladding identifies the main hall, with large glazed areas 
with block bonded brickwork to the lobby and club extension and horizontal timber 
cladding to the office pod.  The remaining elevations are rendered or re-rendered using 
a proprietary through colour silicone system, with many of the existing windows which 
are not required or necessary being blocked up. 
 
The overall architectural intent has been to create a contemporary coherent aesthetic 
which in form and materials expresses the function within. 
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8.0 CONCLUSION 
 
This is a much needed proposal to breathe new life into a tired building, to create an 
expanded and flexible building to accommodate its functions as a place of worship and 
assembly with an appearance appropriate to its use.  

 
APPENDICES 
 
 
DRAWINGS 
 
Existing Plans and Elevations 1882-101-A 
Proposed Plans   1882-102-C 
Proposed Elevations and Sections 1882-103-C 
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